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The ORIGINAL JOURNALS OF
LEWIS AND CLARK

CuarTeEr XXVII

PART 11

FROM WALLA WALLA RIVER TO LAWYERS
CANON CREEK

Lewis’s Journal, May 8-12, 1806
Clark’s Journal, May 8-x2

[Lewis:] Thursday May 8% 1806.

OST of the hunters turned out by light this morn-
M ing a few others remained without our permission or
knoledge untill late in the morning, we chid them

severely for their indolence and inattention to the order of last
evening. about 8 OC: Sheilds returned with a small deer on
which we breakfasted. by 11 A.M. all our hunters returned,
Drewyer and Cruzatte brought each a deer, Collins wounded
another which my dog caught at a little distance from the camp.
our stock of provision now consisted of 4 deer and the remnant
of the horse which we killed at Colter’s Creek. Sheilds killed
a duck of an uncommon kind. the head beak and wing of
which I preserved.' the beak is remarkably wide and obtusely
pointed, on it’s edges it is furnished with a sceries of teeth very
long and fine not unlike the teeth of a comb. the belley is of
a brick red, the lower part of the neck white, the upper part
or but of the wing is a sky blue, underneath which a narrow
stripe of white succeeds marking the wing transversly, the large
feathers are of a dark colour. tail short and pointed and

! Already mentioned by Lewis, vol. iv, P. 323, anie; the shoveler duck (Sparuia
clypeata). — Ep.
[3l
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LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS [May 8

consists of 12 dark brown feathers. the back is black and the
sides white; legs yellow and feet formed like the Duckinmal-
lard which it also resembles in size and form. the eye is
moderately large, puple black and iris of an orrange colour.
the colours and appearance of the female is precisely that of
the duckinmallard only, reather smaller. we are informed
that the natives in this quarter were much distressed for food
in the course of the last winter; they were compelled to collect
the moss which grows on the pine which they boiled and eat;?
near this camp I observed many pine trees which appear to
have been cut down about that season which they inform us
was done in order to collect the seed of the longleafed pine
which in those moments of distress also furnishes an article of
food ; the seed of this speceis of pine is about the size and
much the shape of the seed of the large sunflower; they are
nutricious and not unpleasent when roasted or boiled, during
this month the natives also peal this pine and eat the succulent
or inner bark, in the creek near our encampment I observed
a falling trap constructed on the same plan with those fre-
quent[ly] seen in the atlantic states for catching the fish de-
cending the stream Capt. C. took several small trout from
this trap. Neesh-ne-park-kee-ook and several other indians
joined us this morning.? we gave this cheif and the indians
with us some venison, horsebeef, the entrels of the four deer,
and four fawns which were taken from two of the does that
were killed, they eat none of their food raw, tho’ the entrals
had but little preperation and the fawns were boiled and
consumed hair hide and entrals. these people sometimes eat
the flesh of the horse tho’ they will in most instances suffer
extreem hunger before they will kill their horses for that pur-
pose, this seems reather to proceede from an attatchment to this
animal, than a dislike to it’s flesh for I observe. many of them
eat very heartily of the horsebeef which we give them. The
Shoshone man was displeased because we did not give him as

1 A lichen, dlectoria jubata. — C. V. PIPER.

2 Here some of the natives came to our camp, and informed us, that we could
not cross the mountains for a moon and a half; as the Snow was too deep, and no
grass for our horses to subsist on.— Gass (p. 303).

[4]
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1806] WALLA WALLA TO LAWYER’S

much venison as he could eat and in consequence refused to
interpret, we took no further notice of him and in the course
of a few hours he became very officious and seemed anxious to
reinstate himself in our good opinions. the relation of the
twisted hair and Neeshneparkkeook gave us a sketch of the
principall watercourses West of the Rocky Mountains a copy
of which I preserved;* they make the main Southwardly
branch of Lewis’s river much more extensive than the other
[Salmon], and place many villages of the Shoshonees on it’s
western side.  at half after 3 P.M. we departed; for the lodge
of the Twisted hair accompanyed by the Cheif and sundry
other indians. the relation of the twisted hair left us. the
road led us up a steep and high hill to a high and level plain
mostly untimbered, through which we passed parrallel. with
the river about 4 miles when we met the Twisted hair and a
party of six men. to this Cheif we had confided the care of
our horses and a part of our saddles when we decended the
river last fall. the Twisted hair received us very cooly an
occurrence as unexpected as it was unaccountable to us. he
shortly began to speak with a loud voice and in an angry man-
ner, when he had ceased to speak he was answered by the
Cutnose Cheif or Neeshneparkkeook; we readily discovered
that a viole[n]t quarrel had taken place between these Cheifs
but at that instant knew not the cause; we afterwards learnt
that it was on the subject of our horses. this contreversy
between the cheifs detained us about 20 minutes; in order to
put an end to this dispute as well as to releive our horses from
the embarasment of their loads, we informed the Cheifs that
we should continue our march to the first water and encamp
accordingly we moved on and the Indians all followed about
two miles on the road we arrived at a little branch which run
to the wright. here we encamped for the evening having
traveled 6 miles today.? the two cheifs with their little bands
formed seperate camps a short distance from ours, they all
appeared to be in an ill humour. we had been informed some

1 For this map see our atlas volume, No. 44. — ED.
2 The expedition is on the south side of the Clearwater, passing up the river from
Jack’s Creek, and encamping probably on Big Cafion River. — Eb.

[5]
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LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS  [May 8

days since that the natives had discovered the deposit of our
saddles and taken them away and that our horses were much
scattered. we were very anxious to learn the particulars or
truth of these reports from the rwisted hair, as it must in some
measure govern us in the establishment of our perminent camp
which in consequence of our detention by the snow of the
mountains has become necessary. to obtain our horses and
saddles as quickly as possible is our wish, and we are some-
what apprehensive that this difference which has taken place
between these Chiefs may millitate against our operations in
this rispect. we were therefore desireous to bring about a
good understanding between them as soon as possible. The
Shoshone boy refused to speak, he aledged it was a quarrel
between two Cheifs and that he had no business with it; it
was in vain that we urged that his interpreting what we said on
this subject was not taking the responsibility of the intefer-
ence on himself, he remained obstenately silent. about an
hour after we had encamped Drewyer returned from hunting
we sent him to the Twisted hair to make some enquiries rela-
tive to our horses and saddles and to ask him to come and
smoke with us. The Twisted hair accepted the invitation and
came to our fire. The twisted hair informed us that accord-
ingly to the promis he had made us when he seperated from
us at the falls of the Columbia he collected our horses on his
return and took charge of them, that about this time the
Cutnose or Neeshneparkkeook and Tun-nach’-e-moo-toolt or
the &roken arm. returned from a war excurtion against the
Shoshonees on the South branch of Lewis’s river which had
caused their absence when we were in this neighbourhood.
that these men had become dissatisfyed with him in conse-
quence of our having confided the horses to his care and that
they were eternally quarreling with him insomuch that he
thought it best as he was an old man to relinquish any further
attention to the horses, that they had consequently become
scattered ; that most of the horses were near this place, a part
were in the forks between the Chopunnish and Kooskooske
rivers and three or four others were at the lodge of the &roken
Arm about half a days march higher up the river. he in-

[6]

American Journeys — www.amerieanjourneys.org



1806] WALLA WALLA TO LAWYER’S

formed us with rispect to our saddles that on the rise of the
water this spring the earth had fallen from thc? door of the cash
[cache] and exposed the saddles, he being informed of their
situation had taken them up and placed them in another cash
where they were at this time; he said it was probable that a
part of them had fallen into the water but of this he was not
certain., ‘The Twisted hair said if we would spend the day
tomorrow at his lodge which was a few miles only from hence
and on the road leading to the Broken arm’s lodge, he would
collect such of our horses as were near this place and our
saddles, that he would also send some young men over the
Kooskooske to collect those in the forks and bring them to
the lodge of the broken Arm to met us. he advised us to go
to the lodge of the broken Arm as he said he was a Cheif of
great emenence among them, and promised to accompany us
thither if we wished him. we told him that we should take
his advice in every particular, that we had confided the horses
to his care and expected that he would collect them and deliver
them to us which when he performed we should pay him the
two guns and amunition we had promised him for that service.
he seemed much pleased and promised his utmost exertions.
we sent Drewyer to the Cutnose who also came to our fire and
smoked with ourselves and the Twisted hair we took occasion
in the course of the evening to express our regret that there
should be a misunderstanding between these Cheifs; the Cut-
nose told us in the presents of the Twisted hair that he the
twisted hair was a bad old man that he woar two faces, that in
stead of taking care of our horses as he had promised us that
he had suffered his young men to ride them hunting and had
injured them very much ; that this was the cause why himself
and the Broken arm had forbid his using them. the other
made no reply. we informed the Cutnose of our intention of
spending tomorrow at the Twisted hair’s lodge in order to
collect our horses and saddles and that we should proceede the
next day to the Broken arm’s lodge, he appeared well satis-
fyed with this arrangement and said he would continue with
us, and would give us any assistance in his power; he said he
knew the broken arm expected us at his lodge and that he had

(7]
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LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS [May 8

two bad horses for us, metaphorically speaking a present of two
good horses. he said the éroken arm had learnt our want of
provision and had sent four of his young men with a supply
to meet us but that they had taken a different road and had
missed us. about 10 P.M. our guests left us and we layed
down to rest.

[Clark ] Thursday 8% of May 1806,

This morning our hunters was out by the time it was light.
about 8 oClock Shields brought in a small deer, on which we
brackfast by 11 A.M. all our hunters returned Drewyer &
P. Crusat brought in a Deer each & Collins wounded one
which our Dog caught near our camp. Total of our stock
of provisions 4 deer & some horse flesh. on the small creek
which passes our Camp, the nativs have laterly encamped and
as we are informed have been much distressed for provisions,
they have fallen a number of small pine in the vicinity of this
Encampment for the Seed which is in the bur of which they
eate, we are informed that they were compelled to collect the
moss off the pine boil & eate it in the latter part of the last
winter. on the creck near our camp I observed a kind of trap
which was made with great panes to catch the small fish which
pass down with the stream. This was a dam formed of stone
so as to collect the water in a narrow part not exceeding 3 feet
wide from which place the water shot with great force and
scattered through some small willows closely connected and
fastened with bark, this mat of willow switches was about 4
feet wide and 6 long lying in a horozontal position, fastened
at the extremety. the small fish which fell on those willows
was washed on the Willows where they [lie] untill taken off
&: I cought or took off those willows 9 small trout from
3 to 7 Inches in length. Soon after I returned from the
fishery an Indian came from a fishery of a similar kind a little
above with 12 small fish which he offered me which I declined
axcepting as I found from his signs that his house was a short
distance above, and that those fisheries afforded the principal

[8]
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1806] WALLA WALLA TO LAWYER’S

part of the food for his children. The great Chie.F of the
Bands below who has a cut nose joined us this morning. we
ave the interals with 4 young fauns which was in two of the
deer killed to day to the Indians also some of our deer &
horse flesh. the paunch of the deer they eate without any
preperation further than washing them a little.  the faur?s they
boiled and eate every part of them even the Skins with the
hair, The Snake Indian was much displeased that he was not
furnished with as much Deer as he could eate. he refused to
speake to the wife of Shabono, through whome we could un-
derstand the nativs. we did not indulge him and in the after
part of the day he came too and spoke very well. one of the
Indians drew me a sketch of the river in this sketch he makes
the 1% large Southerly fork of Lewis’s river much the longest
and on which great numbers of the Snake Indians reside &* at
[blank space in MS.] P. M. we loaded up and set on on the
roade leading as we were informed to the lodge of the twisted
hair, the Chief in whoes care we had left our horses. we were
accompanied by the Cut nose Chief our old Chief who had
accompanied us down the river and several men. we assended
the hills which was steep and emencely high to a leavel rich
country thinly timbered with pine. we had not proceeded
more than 4 miles before we met the twisted hair and several
men meeting of us. we were verry coolly receved by the
twisted hair. he spoke aloud and was answered by the Cut
nose. we could not learn what they said, but plainly dis-
covered that a missunderstanding had taken place between
them. we made signs to them that we should proceed on to
the next water and encamp. accordingly I set out and they
all followed. we had not proceeded far before the road crossed
a small handsom stream on which we encamped. The parties
of those two Chiefs took different positions at some distance
from each other and all appeared sulkey. after we had formed
our camp we sent Drewyer with a pipe to smoke with the
twisted hair and lern the cause of the dispute between him
at?d the Cut nose, and also to invite him to our fire to smoke
with us. The twisted hair came to our fire to smoke we then
sent drewyer to the Cut Noses fire with the same directions.

[9]
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LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS [May 8

he returned and informed us that the Cut nose said he would
join us in a fiew minits. it appears that the cause of the
quarrel between those two men is about our horses and we
cannct lern the particulars of this quarrel which probably
originated through jelousy on the part of the Cut nose who
blames the twisted hair for suffer[ing] our horses to be rode,
and want water dureing the winter &% twisted hair says the
horses were taken from him &¢ The Cut nose joined us in a
short time We smoked with all the party of both Chiefs, and
told them that we were sorry to find them at varience with each
other the cut nose said that the twisted hair was a bad man
and wore two faces, that he had not taken care of our horses
as was expected, that himself an the broken arm had caused
our horses to be watered in the winter and had them drove
together, and that if we would proceed on to the village of the
great chief [for] whome we had left a flag last fall the broken
arm he would send for our horses, that he had himself three
of them. he also informed us that the great Chief hereing of
our distressed situation had sent his son and 4 men to meet us
and have us furnished on the way &° that the young men had
missed us and could never over take us untill this time. that
the great Chief had 2 bad horses for us and expected us to go
to his lodge which was near the river and about half a days
march above &% The zwisted hair told us that he wished to
smoke with us at his lodge which was on the road leading to
the Great Chiefs lodge, and but a fiew miles ahead. if we
would delay at his lodge tomorrow he would go after our
saddles and horses which was near the place we made our
canoes our last fall. we deturmined to set out early in the
morning and proceed on to the lodge of the twisted hair and
send for our saddles and powder which we had left burried
near the forks, and the day after tomorrow to proceed on to
the lodge of the Grand Chief. accordingly we informed the
Indians of our intentions. we all smoked and conversed
untill about 10 P M. the Indians retired and we lay down.
Derected § hunters to turn out early in the morning to hunt
and meet us at the twisted hair’s lodge.

[10]
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1806] WALLA WALLA TO LAWYER'S

[Lewis:] Friday May 9% 1806.

We sent out several hunters early this morning with instruc-
tions to meet us at the lodge of the Twisted hair. Collecting
our horses detained us untill g.A.M. when we charged our
packhorses and set out. our rout lay thro.ugh a level 1-.1ch
country similar to that of yesterday ; at the distance .of 6 miles
we arrived at the lodge of the twisted hair; this habitation was
built in the usual form with sticks mats and dryed hay, and
contained 2 fir[e]s and about 12 persons. even at this small
habitation there was an appendage of the soletary lodge, the
retreat of the tawney damsels when nature causes them to be
driven into coventry ; here we halted as had been previously
concerted, and one man with 2 horses accompa[n]yed the
twisted hair to the canoe camp,! about 4 ms. in quest of the
saddles. the Twisted hair sent two young men in surch of
our horses agreeably to his promis. The country along
the rocky mountains for several hundred miles in length and
about 5o in width is level extreemly fertile and in many parts
covered with a tall and open growth of the longleafed pine,
near the watercourses the hills are steep and lofty tho’ [they]
are covered with a good soil not remarkably stony and pos-
sess more timber than the level country. the bottom lands
on the watercou[r]ses are reather narrow and confined tho’
fertile & seldom inundated. this country would form an ex-
tensive settlement; the climate appeats quite as mild as that
of similar latitude on the Atlantic coast if not more so and it
cannot be otherwise than healthy ; it possesses a fine dry pure
air. the grass and many plants are now upwards of knee high.
I have no doubt but this tract of country if cultivated would
produce in great abundance every article essentially necessary
to the comfort and subsistence of civillized man. to it’s pres-
ent inhabitants nature seems to have dealt with a liberal hand,
for she has distributed a great variety of esculent plants over
the face of the country which furnish them a plentifull store
of provision ; these are acquired with but little toil, when pre-
pared after the method of the natives afford not only a nutri-

! Referring to the camp made by the explorers at the forks of the Clearwater,
Sept, 26, 1805. — Eb,
[1r]
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LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS [May g

cious but an agreeable food. among other roots those called
by them the quawmash and Cows are esteemed the most
agreeable and valuable as they are also the most abundant.
the cows is a knobbed root of an irregularly rounded form
not unlike the gensang in form and consistence. this root
they collect, rub of[f]a thin black rhind which covers it and
pounding it expose it in cakes to the sun. these cakes are
about an inch and %4 thick and 6 by 18 in width, when dryed
they either eat this bread alone without any further prepera-
tion, or boil it and make a thick musilage ; the latter is most
common and much the most agreeable. the flavor of this
root is not very unlike the gensang. this root they collect as
early as the snows disappear in the spring and continue to col-
lect it untill the quawmash supplys it’s place which happens
about the latter end of June. the quawmash is also collected
for a few weaks after it first makes it’s appearance in the spring,
but when the scape appeats it is no longer fit for use untill the
seed are ripe which happens about the time just mentioned,
and then the cows declines.’ the latter is also frequently dryed
in the sun and pounded afterwards and then used in making
soope. I observed a few trees of the larch and a few small
bushes of the balsam fir near the lodge of the Twisted hair.
at 2 P.M. our hunters joined us Drewyer killed a deer but
lost it in the river. a few pheasants was the produce of the
hunt. we procured a few roots of cows of which we made
soope. late in the evening The Twisted hair and Willard
returned ; they brought about half of our saddles, and some
powder and lead which had been buried at that place. my
saddle was among the number of those which were lost.
about the same time the young men arrived with 21 of our
horses. the greater part of our horses were in fine order.
five of them appeared to have been so much injured by the
indians riding them last fall that they had not yet recovered
and were in low order. three others had soar backs. we had
these horses caught and hubbled. the situation of our camp
was a disagreeable one in an open plain; the wind blew vio-

1 For description of camas (quawmash) root, see vol. iii, p. 78, note 1; for
kowse, see vol. iv, p. 354, note 2.— ED.

[12]
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1806] WALLA WALLA TO LAWYER'S

lently and was cold. at seven P.M. it began to rain and hail,
at g it was succeeded by -a heavy shower of. snow W'hl'Ch con-
tinned untill the next morning. Several indians joined us
this evening from the village of the broken arm or Tunnac.he—
mootoolt and continued all night. The man who had im-
posed himself on us as a relation of the twisted hair rejoined
us this evening we found him an impertinent proud.super-
cilious fellow and of no kind of rispectability in the nation, we
therefore did not indulge his advances towards a very intimate
connection. The Cutnose lodged with the twisted hair 1
beleive they have become good friends again. several indians
slept about us.

[Clark:] Friday 9 May 1806

The hunters set out very early agreeable to their derections.
we were detained untill g A.M. for our horses which were much
scattered at which time we collected our horses and set out and
proceedéd on through a butifull open rich country for 6 miles
to the camp of the twisted hair. this Campment is formed of
two Lodges built in the usial form of mats and straw. the
largest and principal Lodge is calculated for 2 fires only and
contains about [blank space in MS.] persons. the Second
lodge is small & appears to be intended for the sick women
who always retire to a seperate lodge when they have the
[blank space in MS.] this custom is common to all the
nations on this river as well as among all other Indian nations
with whom I am acquainted. at the distance of 2 miles we
pass® a lodge of 2 fires on a fork of the road which leads
to the right Situated on a small branch which falls into
Musquetor Creek. before 2 P M all our hunters joined us
haveing killed only one deer which was lost in the river and
a pheasent. Soon after we halted at the lodge of the twisted
hair he set out with two boys and Willard with a pack horse
down to the river near the place we made the canoes for our
saddles and a cannister of powder and some lead buried there,
also a part of our horses which resorted near that place. late
in the evening they returned with 21 of our horse[s] and about

[13]
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LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS [May 10

half of our saddles with the powder and ball. The greater part
of the horses were in fine order, tho’ five of them had been rode
& worsted in such a manner last fall by the Ind: that they had
not recovered and are in very low order, and 3 with sore backs.
we had all the recovered horses cought & hobbled. we pre-
cuted some pounded roots of which a supe was made thick on
which we suped. the wind blew hard from the S.W. accom-
panied with rain untill from 7 oClock untill g P.M. when it
began to snow and continued all night. several Indians came
from the village of the Chief with whome we had left a flag and
continued with us all night. they slept in the house of the
twisted hair and two of them along side of us.

[Lewis:] Saturday May 10% 1806.

This morning the snow continued falling [until] 25 after
6 A.M. when it ceased, the air keen and cold, the snow 8
inches deep on the plain; we collected our horses and after
taking a scant breakfast of roots we set out for the village of
Tunnachemootoolt ; our rout lay through an open plain course
S. 35. E. and distance 16 M: the road was slippery and the
snow clogged "to the horses feet, and caused them to trip
frequently. the mud at the sources of the little ravines was
deep black and well supplyed with quawmash. Drewyer
turned off to the left of the road in order to hunt and did
not join us this evening. at 4 in the afternoon we decended
the hills to Commearp Creek* and arrived at the Village of
Tunnachemootoolt, the cheif at whos lodge we had left the
flag last fall. this flag was now displayed on a staff placed at
no great distance from the lodge. underneath the flag the
Cheif met my friend Capt. C. who was in front and conducted

1 This creek is sometimes called Kamai or Kamiah, but is generally known as
Lawyer’s Cafion Creek; it takes this name from an Indian called by the whites
¢ Lawyer,”” who claimed to be a son of the chief who kept the horses of the ex-
pedition during the preceding winter ; but James Stuart (an educated Nez Percé of
much ability) told O. D. Wheeler that this claim was induced by vanity on Lawyer’s
part, who assented to the statement that it was his father who had aided the explorers.
In reality the hunting districts of T'wisted Hair and Lawyer’s father were many miles

apart, — ED,
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him about 80 y* to a place on the bank of the creek. where he
requested we should encamp; I came up in a few minutes and
we collected the Cheifs and men of consideration smoked with
them and stated our situation with rispect to provision. the
Cheif spoke to his people and they produced us about 2
bushels of the quawmas roots dryed, four cakes of the bread
of cows and a dryed salmon trout. we thanked them for this
store of provision but informed them that our men not being
accustomed to live on roots alone we feared it would make
them sick, to obviate which we proposed exchangeing a [ good ]
horse in reather low order for a young horse in tolerable order
with a view to kill. the hospitality of the cheif revolted at the
eydea of an exchange, he told us that his young men had a
great abundance of young horses and if we wished to eat them
we should by [be] furnished with as many as we wanted. ac-
cordingly they soon produced us two fat young horses one of
which we killed, the other we informed them we would pos-
pone killing untill we had consumed the one already killed.
This is a much greater act of hospitality than we have wit-
nessed from any nation or tribe since we have passed the
Rocky mountains. in short be it.spoken to their immortal
honor it is the only act which deserves the appellation of
hospitallity which we have witnessed in this quarter. we in
formed these people that we were hungry and fatiegued at this
moment, that when we had eaten and refreshed ourselves we
would inform them who we were, from whence we had come
and the objects of our resurches. a principal Cheif by.name
Ho-hist-ill-pilp arrived with a party of fifty men mounted on
eligant horses. he had come on a visit to us from his village
which is situated about six miles distant near the river. we
invited this man into our circle and smoked with him, his
retinue continued on horseback at a little distance. after we
had eaten a few roots we spoke to them as we had promised,
and gave Tinnachemootoolt and Hohastillpilp each a medal;
the former one of the small size with the likeness of M Jeffer-
son and the latter one of the sewing medals?! struck in the

1 L e., ¢“sowing ' ——referring to the design on the ¢ third-class*” medal of a
farmer sowing grain. — Ep.
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presidency of Washington. we explained to them the desighn
and the importance of medals in the estimation of the whites
as well as the red men who had been taught their value. The
Cheif had a large conic lodge of leather erected for our reception
and a parsel of wood collected and laid at the door after which
he invited Capt. C. and myself to make that lodge our home
while we remained with him. we had a fire lighted in this
lodge and retired to it accompanyed by the Cheifs and as
many of the considerate [considerable] men as could croud in
a circcle within it. here after we had taken a repast on some
horsebeef we resumed our council with the indians which
together with smoking the pipe occupyed the ballance of the
evening. I was surprised to find on decending the hills of
Commearp C! to find that there had been no snow in the
bottoms of that stream. it seems that the snow melted in
falling and decended here in rain while it snowed on the plains.
the hills are about six hundred feet high about one fourth of
which distance the snow had decended and still lay on the
sides of the hills. as these people had been liberal with us with
rispect to provision I directed the men not to croud their lodge
[in] surch of food in the manner hunger has compelled them
to do at most lodges we have passed, and which the Twisted
hair had informed me was disgreeable to the natives. but
their previous want of hospitality had induced us to consult
their enclinations but little and suffer our men to obtain pro-
vision from them on the best terms they could. The village
of the broken arm as I have heretofore termed it consists of
one house only which is 150 feet in length built in the usual
form of sticks matts and dry grass. it contains twenty four
fires and about double that number of families. from appear-
ances I presume they could raise 1oo fighting men. the noise
of their women pounding roots reminds me of a nail factory.
The indians seem well pleased, and I am confident that they
are not more so than our men who have their s[t]omachs once
more well filled with horsebeef and mush of the bread of cows.
the house of coventry is also seen here.

[16]
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[Clark :] Saturday 10% of May 1806

This morning the snow tontinued falling untill 24 past 6
A M when it seased. the air keen and cold the snow 8 inches
deep on the plain. we collected our horses :«Zmd after takeing a
scanty brackfast of roots, we set out for the village _of the Chief
with a flag, and proceeded on through an open plain. the road
was slipry and the snow cloged and caused the horses to trip
very frequently. the mud at heads of the streams which we
passed was deep and well supplied with the Carmash. Drewyer
turned off the road to hunt near the river to our lef[t] and did
not join us to day. at 4 P M we arrived at the village of
Tin nach e moo toolt the Chief whome We had left a flag. this
flag was hoisted on a pole unde[r] the flag the Chief met me
and conducted me to a spot near a small run about 8o paces
from his Lodges where he requested me to halt which I did.
Soon after Cap Lewis who was in the rear came up and we
smoked with and told this Chief our situation in respect to
provisions. they brought forward about 2 bushels of quaw-
mash 4 cakes of bread made of roots and a dried fish. we
informed the Chief that our party was not accustomed to eate
roots without flesh & proposed to exchange some of our oald
horses for young ones to eate. they said that they would not
exchange horses, but would furnish us with such as we wished,
and produced 2 one of which we killed and inform! them that
we did not wish to kill the other at this time. We gave
medals to the broken arm or Tin-nach-e-moo-tolt and Hokh-hast-
ill-pilp two principal Chiefs of the Chopunnish Nation and was
informed that there was one other Great Chief (in all 4) who
had but one eye. he would be here tomorrow. a large Lodge
of Leather was pitched and Cap! Lewis and my self was envited
into it. we entered and the Chief and principal men came into
the lodge and formed a circle a parcel of wood was collected
and laid at the dore and a fire made in this conic lodge before
we entered it. the Chief requested that we might make the
Lodge our homes while we remained with him. here after
we had taken a repast on roots & horse beef we resumed our
council with the indians which together with smokeing took
up the ballance of the evening. I was supprised to find
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decending the hill to Commearp Creek to find that there had
been no snow in the bottoms of that stream. it seams that
the snow melted in falling and decended here in rain while it
snowed in the plain. the hills are about Eight hundred feet
high about I of which distance the snow had decended and
still lay on the sides of the hill. as those people had been liberal
I directed the men not to crowd their Lodges in serch of food
the manner hunger has compelled them to do, at most lodges
we have passed, and which the Twisted Hair had informed us
was disagreeable to the nativs. but their previous want of
hospitality had enduced us to consult their enclinations but
little and suffer our men to obtain provisions from them on
the best terms they could.

The Village of the broken Arm consists of one house or
Lodge only which is 150 feet in length built in the usial form
of sticks, Mats and dry grass. it contains 24 fires and about
double that number of families. from appearance I prosume
they could raise 100 fighting men. the noise of their women
pounding the cows roots remind me of a nail factory. The
Indians appear well pleased, and I am confident that they are
not more so than our men who have their stomach once more
well filled with horse beef and the bread of cows. Those
people has shewn much greater acts of hospitallity than we
have witnessed from any nation or tribe since we have passed
the rocky Mountains. in short be it spoken to their immortal
honor it is the only act which diserves the appelation of hos-
pitallity which we have witnessed in this quarter.

[lewis:] Sunday May, 11%% 1806.

The last evening we were much crouded with the indians in
our lodge, the whole floor of which was covered with their
sleeping carcases. we arrose early and took breakfast. at
8 A.M. a Cheif of great note among these people arrived from
his village or lodge on the S. side of Lewis’s River, this isa
stout fellow of good countenance about 40 years of age and
has lost the left eye. his name is 2vom-park'-kar-tim* to this

1 This name is said to mean five big hearts. See Wheeler, Trail of Lewis and
Clark, ii, p. 267, —Eb.
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man we gave a medal of the smal kind. those with the like-
ness of M! Jefferson have all been disposed of except one of
the largest size which we reserve for some great Cheif on the
Yellow rock river. we now pretty fully informed ourselves
that Tunnachemootoolt, Neeshneparkkeeook, Yoomparkkar-
tim and Hohastillpilp were the principal Cheif[s] of the Cho-
punnish nation and rank in the order here mentioned; as all
those cheifs were present in our lodge® we thought it a favor-
able time to repeat what had been said yesterday and to enter
more minutely into the views of our government with rispect
to the inhabitants of this western part of the continent, their
intention of establishing trading houses for their relief, their
wish to restore peace and harmony among the natives, the
strength power and wealth of our nation &c. to this end we
drew a map of the country with a coal on a mat in their way
and by the assistance of the snake boy and our interpretters
were enabled to make ourselves understood by them altho’ it
had to pass through the French, Minnetare, Shoshone and
Chopunnish languages. the interpretation being tedious it
ocupyed nearly half the day before we had communicated to
them what we wished. they appeared highly pleased. after
this council was over we amused ourselves with shewing them
the power of magnetism, the spye glass, compass, watch, air-
gun and sundry other articles equally novel and incomprehen-
sible to them. they informed us that after we had left the
Minnetares last spring that three of their people had visited
that nation and that they had informed them of us and had
told them that we had such things in our possession but that
they could not place confidence in the information untill they
had now witnessed it themselves. A young man, son of a
conspicuous cheif among these people who was killed not long
since by the Minnetares of Fort de Prarie, brought and pre-
sented us a very fine mare and colt. he said he had opened
his ears to our councils and would observe them strictly, and
that our words had made his heart glad. he requested that we

1 We now find a great many more men among the Indians than when we
went down last fall ; and several chiefs, which had then been out at war, — Gass
(p. 308).
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would accept this mear and colt which he gave in token of his
determination to pursue our advise. about 3 P.M. Drewyer
arrived with 2 deer which he had killed. he informed us that
the snow still continued to cover the plain. many of the
natives apply to us for medical aid which we gave them cheer-
fully so far as our skill and store of medicine would enable us.
schrofela, ulsers, rheumatism, soar eyes, and the loss of the uce
of their limbs are the most common cases among them. the
latter case is not very common but we have seen th[rlee in-
stances of it among the Chopunnish. it is a very extraordi-
nary complaint. a Cheif of considerable note at this place
has been afflicted with it for three years, he is incapable of
moving a single limb but lies like a corps in whatever position
he is placed, yet he eats heartily, digests his food perfectly,
injoys his understanding, his pulse are good, and has retained
his flesh almost perfectly, in short were it not that he appears
a little pale from having lain so long in the shade he might
well be tiken for a man in good health. I suspect that their
confinement to a diet of roots may give rise to all those dis-
orders except the rheumatism & soar eyes, and to the latter
of these, the state of debility incident to a vegetable diet
may measureably contribute. The Chopunnish notwithstanding
they live in the crouded manner before mentioned are much
more clenly in their persons and habitations than any nation
we have seen since we left the Ottoes on the river Platte.
The Twisted hair brought us six of our horses.

[Clark:] Sunday 11% May 1806

Some little rain last night. we were crouded in the Lodge
with Indians who continued all night and this morning Great
numbers were around us. The One Eyed Chief 2vom-park-
kar-tim arived and we gave him a medal of the small size and
spoke to the Indians through a Snake boy Shabono and his
wife. we informed them who we were, where we came from
& our intentions towards them, which pleased them very much.
a young man son to the great Chief who was killed not long
sence by the Indians from the N.E. brought an elegant mare
and coalt and Gave us, and said he had opened his ears to

[20]

American Journeys — www.amerieanjourneys.org



1806] WALLA WALLA TO LAWYER’S

what we had said and his heart was glad: and requested us
to take this mare and coalt as a token of his deturmination
to pursue our Councels &: The twisted hair broug!l[t] six of
our horses all in fine order. Great numbers of Indians apply
to us for medical aid which we gave them cherfully so far as
our skill and store of Medicine would enable us. ‘schroﬂ:.:l,
ulsers, rhumitism, sore eyes, and the loss of the use of their
Limbs are the most common cases among them. the latter
case is not very common but We have seen 3 instances c?f' it
among the Chopunnish. a very extroadinery complfai]nt.
about 3 P. M. Geo. drewyer arived with 2 deer which he had
killed. he informed us that the snow still continued to cover
the plains. We are now pretty well informed that Tunnache-
mootoolt, Hohastillpilp, Neshneparkkeeook, and Yoompark-
kartim were the principal Chiefs of the Chopunnish Nation
and ranked in the order here mentioned; as all those chiefs
were present in our lodge we thought it a favourable time to
repeet what had been said and to enter more minutely into the
views of our government with respect to the inhabitants of
this Western part of the Continent, their intentions of estab-
lishing tradeing houses for their relief, their wish to restore
peace and harmony among the nativs, the strength welth and
powers of our nation &: to this end we drew a map of the
country with a coal on a mat in their way, and by the assist-
ance of the Snake boy and our interpreters were enabled to
make ourselves understood by them altho’ it had to pass
through French, Minnetare, Shoshone and Chopunnish lan-
guages." the interpretation being tegious it occupied the

! Before leaving the Chopunnish, among whom they spent several weeks, the ex-
plorers acquired something of their language. Clark entered upon the flyleaf of
Clark~Voorhis note-book No. 3, the following terms used by this tribe ;

¢¢'The Chopunnish call the Crow Indians Up-~shar-look-kar
Chopunnish name for Sin-sho-cal Dearbourn R.

ditto do Cal-la-mar-sha-mash Meddeson [River]
ditto do Co-ma-win-nim Maria River
ditto ditto Ta-ki-4-ki-4 Muscle Shell R
ditto ditto  Wak-wwo-ko-pe-o-cose is the Rochejhone Elk river
ditto do Koos-koos-an-nim-a the little Missouri
ditto do Walsh-nem-mak Knife R
ditto do Ni-he-six-te C, R’ — Ep.
[21]
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greater part of the day, before we had communicated to them
what we wished. they appeared highly pleased. after this
council was over we amused ourselves with shewing them the
power of magnetism, the spye glass, compass, watch, air gun
and sundery other articles equally novel and incomprehensible
to them. they informed us that after we left the. Menetares
last spring that 3 of their people had visited that nation, and
that they had informed them of us, and had told them that
we had such things in our possession but that they could not
place confidence in the information untill they had now wit-
nessed 1t themselves.

In the evening a man was brought in a robe by four Indians
and laid down near me. they informed me that this man was
a Chief of considerable note who has been in the situation I
see him for 5 years. this man is incapable of moveing a single
limb but lies like a corps in whatever position he is placed,
yet he eats hartily, dejests his food perfectly, enjoys his under-
standing. his pulse are good, and has retained his flesh almost
perfectly ; in short were it not that he appears a little pale from
having been so long in the shade, he might well be taken for a
man in good health. I suspect that their confinement to a diet
of roots may give rise to all the disorde[r]s of the nativs of this
quarter except the Rhumitism & Sore eyes, and to the latter of
those, the state of debility incident to a vegitable diet may meas-
ureably contribute. The Chopunnish not withstanding they
live in the crouded manner before mentioned are much more
clenly in their persons and habitations than any nation we have
seen sence we left the Illinois. These nativs take their fish in
the following manner towit. a stand small stage or warf con-
sisting of sticks and projecting about 10 feet into the river and
about 3 feet above the water on the extremity of this the fish-
erman stands with his guig or a skooping net which differ but
little in their form [from] those com- monly used
in our country it is formed thus with those
nets they take the Suckers and also the salmon
trout and I am told the salmon also.
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(Lewis:] Monday May 127% 1806.

This morning a great number of indians collected about us
as usual. we took an early breakfast and Capt. C. began to
administer eyewater to a croud of at least 50 applicants. T.he
Indians held a council among themselves this morning with
rispect to the subjects on which we had spoken to them yester-
day. the result as we learnt was favourable. they placed con-
fidence in the information they had received and resolved to
pu[r]sue our advise. after this council was over the principal
Cheif or the droken Arm, took the flour of the roots of cows
and thickened the soope in the kettles and baskets of all his
people, this being ended he made a harangue the purport of
which was making known the deliberations of their council
and impressing the necessity of unanimity among them and
a strict attention to the resolutions which had been agreed on
in councill; he concluded by inviting all such men as had
resolved to abide by the decrees of the council to come and
eat and requested such as would not be so bound to shew
themselves by not partaking of the feast. I was told by one
of our men who was present, that there was not a dissenting
voice on this great national question, but all swallowed their
objections if any they had, very cheerfully with their mush.
during the time of this loud and animated harangue of the
Cheif the women cryed wrung their hands, toar their hair and
appeared to be in the utmost distress. after this cerimony
was over the Cheifs and considerate men came in a body to
where we were seated at a little distance from our tent, and
two young men at the instance of the nation, presented us
each with a fine horse. we caused the cheifs to be seated and
gave them each a flag a pound of powder and fifty balls. we
also gave powder and ball to the two young men who had
presented the horses. Neeshneeparkkeeook gave Drewyer a
good horse. The band of Tin-nach-e-moo-toolt have six guns
which they acquired from the Minnetaries and appear anxious
to obtain arms and amunition. after they had received those
presents the Cheifs requested we would retire to the tent
whxthef they accompanied us, they now informed us that
they wished to give an answer to what we had said to them

[231]

American Journeys - www.ameriesnjourneys.org



LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS [May 12

the preceeding day, but also informed us that there were many
of their people waiting in great pain at that moment for the
ald of our medicine. it was agreed between Capt. C. and
myself that he should attend the sick as he was their favorite
phisician while I would [remain] here and answer the Cheifs.
The father of Hohistillpilp was the orrator on this occasion.
he observed that they had listened with attention to our advise
and that the whole nation were resolved to follow it, that they
had only one heart and one tongue on this subject. he said
they were fully sensible of the advantages of peace and that
the ardent desire which they had to cultivate peace with their
neighbours had induced his nation early last summer to send
a pipe by 3 of their brave men to the Shoshonees on the S.
side of Lewis’s river in the Plains of Columbia, that these
people had murdered these men, which had given rise to the
war expedition against that nation last fall; that their warriors
had fallen in with the Shoshonees at that time and had killed
42 of them with the loss of 3 only on their part; that this
had satisfyed the blood of their disceased friends and that they
would never again make war against the Shoshonees, but were
willing to receive them as friends. that they valued the lives
of their young men too much to wish them to be engaged in
war. That as we had not yet seen the black foot Indians and
the Minnetares of Fort de Prarie they did not think it safe to
venture over to the Plains of the Missouri, where they would
fondly go provided those nations would not kill them. that
when we established our forts on the Missouri as we had
promised, they would come over and trade for arms Amuni-
tion &ec. and live about us. that it would give them much
pleasure to be at peace with these nations altho’ they had shed
much of their blood. he said that the whitemen might be
assured of their warmest attatchment and that they would
alwas give them every assistance in their power; that they
were poor but their hearts were good. he said that some of
their young men would go over with us to the Missouri and
bring them the news as we wished, and that if we could
make a peace between themselves and their enimies on the
other side of the mountain their nation would go over to the
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Missouri in the latter end of the summer. on the subject of
one of their cheifs accompanying us to the Land of the white-
men they could not yet determine, but that they would let us
know before we left them. that the snow was yet so deep in
the mountain if we attempted to pass we would certainly
perish, and advised us to remain untill after the next full moon
when the[y] said the snow would disappear and we could find
grass for our horses. when the oald man had concluded I
again spoke to them at some length with which they appeared
highly gratifyed. after smoking the pipe which was about 2
P.M. they gave us another fat horse to kill which was thank-
fully received by the party. Capt. C. now joined us having
just made an end of his medical distrabution. we gave a phiol
of eyewater to the Broken Arm, and requested that he would
wash the eyes of such as might apply for that purpose, and
that when it was exhausted we would replenish the phiol. he
was much pleased with this present. we now gave the Twisted
hair one gun and a hundred balls and 2 lbs. of powder in part
for his attention to our horses and promised the other gun and
a similar quantity of powder and lead when we received the
ballance of our horses. this gun we had purchased of the
indians below for 2 Elkskins. this evening three other of our
original stock of horses were produced, they were in fine order
as well as those received yesterday. we have now six horses
out only, as our old guide Toby and his son each took a horse
of ours when they returned last fall. these horses are said to
be on the opposite side of the river at no great distance from
this place. we gave the young men who had delivered us the
two horses this morning some ribbon, blue wampum and ver-
million, one of them gave me a handsome pare of legings and
the Broken Arm gave Capt. C. his shirt, in return for which
we gave him a linin shirt. we informed the indians of our
wish to pass the river and form a camp at some proper place
to fish, hunt, and graize our horses untill the snows of the
mountains would permit us to pass. they recommended a
position a few miles distant from hence on the opposite side
of the river, but informed us that there was no canoe at this
place by means of which we could pass our baggage over the
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river, but promised to send a man early in the morning for
one which they said would meet us at the river by noon the
next day. The indians formed themselves this evening into
two large parties and began to gamble for their beads and
other ornaments. the game at which they played was that
of hiding a stick in their hands which they frequently changed
accompanying their operations with a song. this game seems
common to all the nations in this country, and dose not differ
from that before discribed of the Shoshonees on the S.E.
branch of Lewis’s river. we are anxious to procure some
guides to accompany us on the different routs we mean to
take from Travellers rest; for this purpose we have turned
our attention to the Twisted hair who has several sons grown
who are well acquainted as well as himself with the various
roads in those mountains. we invited the old fellow to
remove his family and live near us while we remained; he
appeared gratifyed with this expression of our confidence and
promissed to do so. shot at a mark with the indians, struck
the mark with 2 balls dist™ 220 y*!

[Clark:] Monday 12" May 1806

a fine morning great numbers of Indians flock about us
as usial. after brackfast I began to administer eye water and
in a fiew minits had near 40 applicants with sore eyes, and
maney others with other complaints most common Rhumatic
disorders & weaknesses in the back and loins perticularly the
womin. the Indians had a grand Council this morning after
which we were presented each with a horse by two young men
at the instance of the nation. we caused the chiefs to be
seated and gave them each a flag a pint of Powder and 5o balls
to the two young men who had presented the horses we also

1 In the weather diary for this date, Lewis wrote (Codex K, p. 148): ¢ the
natives inform us that the salmon have arrived at the entrance of the Kooskooske in
great numbers and that some were caught yesterday in Lewis’s river opposite to us
many miles above the entrance of that river, from this village of the broken arm
Lewis's river is only about 10 miles distant to the S.W. the natives also inform us
that the salmon appear many days sooner in Lewis’s river above the entrance of the
Kooskooske than they do in that stream.”” — Ep.

[26]

American Journeys — www.amerieanjourneys.org



1806] WALLA WALLA TO LAWYER'S

gave powder and ball. The broken arm or Tunnachemoo-
toolt pulled off his leather shirt and gave me. In return gave
him a shirt. We retired into the Lodge and the natives spoke
to the following purpote, i.e. they had listened to our advice
and that the whole nation were deturmined to follow it, that
they had only one heart and one tongue on this subject. ex-
plained the cause of the War with the Shoshones. they wished
to be at peace with all nations &' Some of their men would
accompany us to the Missouri & &’ as a great number of
men women & children were wateing and requesting medical
assistance maney of them with the most simple complaints
which could be easily releived, independent of maney with
disorders intirely out of the power of Medison all requesting
something, we agreed that I should administer and Cap* L to
here and answer the Indians. I was closely employed untill
2 P.M. administering eye water to about 40 grown persons.
some simple cooling medicenes to the disabled Chief, to several
women with rhumatic effections & a man who had a swelled
hip. &: &° in the evening three of our horses were brought
all in fine order. we have now only Six remaining out. We
gave to each a Chief a pint of Powder and 5o Balls a small
flag and to the two young men who delivered us the horses
we gave also powder & Ball and some blue wompom & ribin.
all appeared much pleased. Those people are much affraid
of the blackfoot indians, and the Big bellies of Fort de prarie
establishment. those indians kill great numbers of this nation
whenever they pass over to hunt on the Missouri. one of
our men bought a horse for a fiew small articles of an Indian,
The Indians brought up a fat horse and requested us to kill
and eate it as they had nothing else to offer us to eate. The
Cut Nose made a present of a horse to Drewyer at the same
time the two horses were offered to Cap' Lewis & my self.
The horses of those people are large well formed and active.
Generally in fine order. sore backs caused by rideing them
either with out saddles, or with pads which does not prevent
the wate of the rider pressing imediately on the back bone,
and weathers [withers] of the horse. the Indians formed two
parti[e]s and plaied for their beeds. we gave the twisted hair
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a gun, powder & 100 ball in part for takeing care of our horses
& and wish him to camp near us untill we crossed the moun-
tains which he agreed to do, and was much pleased we have
turned our attentions towards the rwisted hair who has several
sons grown who are well acquainted as well as himself with the
various roads through the rocky Mountains and will answer
very well as guides to us through those mountains. In the
council to day the father of Hohéstillpilp said the Chopunnish
were fully convinced of the advantages of peace and ardently
wished to cultivate peace with their neighbours. early last
Summer 3 of their brave men were sent with a pipe to the
Shoshones on the S E, fork of Lewis’s river in the Plains of
Columbia, their pipe was disregearded and their 3 men mur-
dered, which had given rise to the War expedition against
that nation last fall; that their warriers had fallen in with and
killed 42 of the Shoshones with the loss of 3 men only on
their part; that this had satisfied the blood of the deceased
friends and they would never again make war against the
Shoshones, but were willing to receve them as friends. That
as we had not seen the Indians towards Fors de Prarie they did
not think it safe to venture over to the Plains of the Missouri,
where they would fondly go provided those nations would not
kill them. I gave a vial of eye water to the Broken arm for
to wash the eyes of all who applied to him and told him when
it was out we would replenish it again,
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CuarTeErR XXVIII

ENCAMPED ON THE UPPER KOOSKOOSKE

Lewis’s Journal, May 13-June 6, 1806
Clark’s Journal, May 13-June 6

[Lewis:] Tuesday May 13% x806.

HIS morning Capt. C. as usual was busily engaged

with his patients untill eleven OCY at 1 P.M. we

collected our horses and set out for the river escorted
by a number of the natives on horseback. we followed the
[ Lawyer’s Cafion] creek downwards abeut two miles, passing
a stout branch at 1 m. which flowed in on the wright. our
course S.E. we now entered an extensive open bottom of the
Kooskooske R. through which we passed nearly N. about
1} miles and halted on the bank of the river at the place
appointed to meet the canoe. the man had set out early this
morning for the purpose but had not yet arrived with the
canoe we therefore unloaded our horses and turned them out
to graize. as the canoe did not arrive untill after sunset we
remained here all night; a number of the natives continued
with us. in the evening we tryed the speed of several of our
horses. these horses are active strong and well formed. these
people have immence numbers of them 50, 60 or a hundred
hed is not unusual for an individual to possess. The Chopun-
nish are in general stout well formed active men. they have
high noses and many of them on the acqueline order with
cheerfull and agreeable countenances; their complexions are
not remarkable. in common with other savage nations of
America they extract their beards but the men do not uni-
formly extract the hair below, this is more particularly confined
to the females. I observed several men among them whom I
am convinced if they had shaved their beard instead of extract-
ing it would have been as well supplyed in this particular as
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any of my countrymen. they appear to be cheerfull but not
gay ; they are fond of gambling and of their amusements which
consist principally in shooting their arrows at a bowling target
made of willow bark, and in riding and exercising themselves
on horseback, racing &c. they are expert marksmen and good
riders. they do not appear to be so much devoted to baubles
as most of the nations we have met with, but seem anxious
always to obtain articles of utility, such as knives, axes, tom-
mahawks, kettles blankets and mockersonalls [awls]. blue
beads however may form an exception to this remark; this
article among all the nations of this country may be justly
compared to goald or silver among civilized nations. They
are generally well cloathed in their stile. their dress consists
of a long shirt which reaches to the middle of [the] thye, long
legings which reach as high as the waist, mockersons, and
robes. these are formed of various skins and are in all ri-
spects like those particularly discribed of the Shoshones. their
women also dress like the Shoshones. their ornaments consist
of beads shells and peices of brass variously attatched to their
dress, to their ears arrfujond their necks wrists arms &c. a
bando of some kind usually surrounds the head, this is most
frequently the skin of some fir animal as the fox otter &c. tho’
they have them also of dressed skin without the hair. the
ornament of the nose is a single shell of the wampum. the
pirl* and beads are suspended from the ears. beads are woarn
arround their wrists necks and over their sholders crosswise
in the form of a double sash. the hair of the men is cewed
[queued] in two rolls which hang on each side in front of the
body as before discribed of other inhabitants of the Columbia.
collars of bears claws are also common ; but the article of dress
on which they appear to b[e]stow most pains and ornaments is
a kind of collar or brestplate; this is most commonly a strip
of otterskin of about six inches wide taken out of the center
of the skin it’s whole length including the head. this is dressed
with the hair on; a hole is cut lengthwise through the skin

1 The wampum was made of a shell (Dentalium, or a related genus). The pearl
was probably pieces of mother-of-pearl from the mussel (Margaritana margaritifera),
which could be obtained by barter with the Indians of the Columbia. — Eb.
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near the head of the animal sufficiently large to admit the head
of the person to pass. thus it is placed about the neck and
hangs in front of the body the tail frequently reaching below
their knees; on this skin in front is attatched peices of pirl,
beads, wampum peices of red cloth and in short whatever .the'y
conceive most valuable or ornamental. I observed a tippit
woarn by Hohistillpilp, which was formed of human scalps
and ornamented with the thumbs and fingers of several men
which he had slain in battle! their women brade their hair
in two tresses which hang in the same position of those of the
men. they also wear a cap or cup on the head formed of
beargrass and cedarbark. the men also frequently attatch
some small ornament to a small plat of hair on the center of
the crown of their heads.

[Clark:] Tuesday 13% of May 1806,

a fine morning I administered to the sick and gave direc-
tions. we collected all our horses and set out at 1 P.M. and
proceeded down the Creek to the Flat head River a short dis-
tance below the enterance of the Creek at the distance of 3
miles from the Village. at this place we expected to have met
the Canoe which was promised to be furnished us, and for
which an indian set out very early this morning. we halted
at the Flat Head River unloaded our horses and turned them
out to feed. Several Indians accompanied us to the river and
continued untill evening. The man who set out early this
morning to the forks of this river for a canoe did not arive
untill after sunset we remained all night; in the evening we
tried the speed of several of our horses. these horses are
strong active and well formed. Those people have emence
numbers of them 50 or 60 or a Hundred head is not unusial
for an individual to possess.

The Chopunnish are in general stout well formed active
men. they have high noses and maney of them on the ac-
queline order with chearfull and agreeable countinances; their

1 The nation here, the Cho-co-nish, is very numerous, as well as the other.
These nations have been long at war, and destroyed a great many of each other, in a
few years past. — Gass (p. 312).
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complexions are not remarkable in common with other Indian
Nations of America they extract their beard, but the men do
not uniformly extract the hair below, this is more particularly
confined to the females. they appear to be cheerfull but not
gay, they are fond of gambling and of their amusements which
consists principally in shooting their arrows at a targit made of
willow bark, and in rideing and exersiseing themselves on
horseback, raceing &¢ they are expirt marks men & good
riders. they do not appear to be so much devoted to baubles
as most of the nations we have met with, but seem anxious
always to riceve articles of utility, such as knives, axes, Kittles,
blankets & mockerson awls. blue beeds however may form
an exception to this remark ; This article among all the nations
of this country may be justly compared to gold and silver
among civilized nations. They are generally well clothed in
their stile. their dress consists of a long shirt which reaches
to the middle of the leg, long legins which reach as high as
the waist, mockersons & robe. those are formed of various
skins and are in all respects like those of the Shoshone. Their
orniments consists of beeds, shells and pieces of brass variously
attached to their dress, to their ears arround theire necks wrists
arms &c. a band of some kind usially serounds the head,
this is most frequently the skin of some fir animal as the fox
otter & I observed a tippet worn by Hohdstillpilp, which
was formed of Humane scalps and ornemented with the
thumbs and fingers of several men which he had slain in battle.
they also were a coller or breastplate of otter skin orniminted
with shells beeds & quills. the women brade their hair in two
tresses which hang in the same position of those of the men,
which ar[e] cewed and hang over each sholder &

[Lewis:] Wednesday May 14 1806.

The morning was fair, we arrose early and dispatched a few
of our hunters to the opposite side of the river, and employed
a part of the men in transporting our baggage to the opposite
shore wile others were directed to collect the horses; at
1o A.M. we had taken our baggage over and collected our
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horses, we then took breakfast, after which we drove our horses
into the river which they swam without accedent and all
arrived safe on the opposite shore. the_ river is 150 y* wide
at this place and extreemly rapid. tho’ it may be safel}f nav-
igated at this season, as the water covers all the rocks which lie
in it's bed to a considerable debth. we followed our horses
and again collected them, after which we removed our baggage
to a position which we had previously selecte.d for our per-
manent camp about half a mile below! this was a very
eligible spot for defence it had been an ancient habitation of
the indians ; was sunk about 4 feet in the ground and raised
arround it’s outer edge about three 14 feet with a g.ood.wall of
ea[r]th, the whole was a circle of about 30 feet in diameter.
arround this we formed our tents of sticks and grass facing
outwards and deposited our baggage within the sunken space
under a shelter which we constructed for the purpose. our
situation was within 40 paces of the river in an extentsive
level bottom thinly timbered with the longleafed pine. here
we are in the vicinity of the best hunting grounds from indian
information, are convenient to the salmon which we expect
daily and have an excellent pasture for our horses. the hills
to the E and North of us are high broken and but partially
timbered ; the soil is rich and affords fine grass. in short as
we are compelled to reside a while in this neighbourhood I
feel perfectly satisfyed with our position.? immediately after
we had passed the river Tunnachemootoolt and Hohastillpilp
arrived on the south side with a party of a douzen of their
young men ; they began to sing in token of friendship as is
their custom, and we sent the canoe over for them. they left
- their horses and came over accompanyed by several of their

1 On the east, or right-hand, bank of the Clearwater, nearly opposite the town of
Kamiah, Nez Perces Co., Idaho, and not far from the eastern boundary of the Nez
Percés Indian Reservation. — Eb.

2 The expedition remained in this camp longer than at any other place upon the
route, except at Forts Mandan and Clatsop. By analogy it is usually spoken of as
Camp Chopunnish, but there is no evidence that the explorers gave it that title.
Wheeler, who visited the place in 1902, states that the circles of Indian wigwams
were still to be discerned, and that it is yet frequented by the Chopunnish, although
white settlers are moving into the neighbourhood, — Ebp.

VOL. V. ~—3 [33]

American Journeys — www.americanjourneys.org



LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS [May 14

party among whom were the 2 young men who had presented
us with two horses in behalf of the nation ; one of these was
the son of Tunnachemootoolt and the other the son of the
Cheif who was killed by the Minnetares of Fort de Prarie last
year and the same who had given us the mare and Colt. we
received them at our camp and smoked with them ; after some
hours Hohastillpilp with much cerimony presented me with a
very eligant grey gelding which he had brought for that
purpose. I gave him in return a handkercheif 200 balls and
4 bt of powder. with which he appeared perfectly satisfyed.
Collins killed two bear this morning and was sent with two
others in quest of the meat; with which they returned in the
evening ; the mail bear was large and fat the female was of
moderate size and reather meagre. we had the fat bear fleaced
in order to reserve the oil for the mountains. both these bear
were of the speceis common to the upper part of the missouri
they may be called white black grizly brown or red bear for
they are found of all those colours. perhaps it would not be
unappropriate to designate them the variagated bear. we gave
the indians who were about 15 in number half the female bear,
with the sholder head and neck of the other. this was a great
treat to those poor wretches who scarcely taist meat once a
month. they immediately prepared a brisk fire of dry wood
on which they threw a parsel of smooth stones from the river,
when the fire had birnt down and heated the stones they placed
them level and laid on a parsel of pine boughs, on these they
laid the flesh of the bear in flitches, placing boughs between
each course of meat and then covering it thickly with pine
boughs; after this they poared on a small quantity of water
and covered the who[l]e over with earth to the debth of four
inches. in this situation they suffered it to remain about 3
hours when they took it out. I taisted of this meat and
found it much more tender than that which we had roasted or
boiled, but the strong flavor of the pine distroyed it for my
pallate. Labuish returned late in the evening and informed
us that he had killed a female bear and two large cubbs, he
brought with him several large darkbrown pheasants which
he had also killed. Shannon also returned with a few pheas-
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ants and two squirrels. we have found our stonehorses
[stallions] so troublesome that we indeavoured to exchange
them with the Chopunnish for mears or gel[d]ings but they
" will not excha[n]ge altho’ we offer 2 for one, we came to a
resolution to castrate them and began the operation this even-
ing one of the indians present offered his services on this
occasion. he cut them without tying the string of the stone as
is usual, and assures us that they will do much better in that
way ; he takes care to scrape the string very clean and to
seperate it from all the adhereing veigns before he cuts it.
we shall have an opportunity of judging whether this is a
method preferable to that commonly practiced as Drewyer
has gelded two in the usual way. The indians after their
feast took a pipe or two with us and retired to rest much
pleased with their repast. these bear are tremendious animals
to them ; they esteem the act of killing a bear equally great
with that of an enimy in the field of action. I gave the claws
of those which Collins killed to Hohastillpilp.

[Clark :]] Wednesday 147 of May 1806

a fine day. we had all our horses collected by 10 a.m.
dureing the time we had all our baggage crossed over the
Flathead River which is rapid and about 150 yards wide. after
the baggage was over to the North Side we crossed our hors[e]s
without much trouble and hobbled them in the bottom after
which we moved a short distance below to a convenient situa-
tion and formed a camp around a very conveniant spot for
defence where the Indians had formerly a house under-ground
and hollow circiler spot of about 3o feet diameter 4 feet below
the serf[a]ce and a Bank of 2 feet above this situation we
concluded would be sufficently convenient to hunt the wood
lands for bear & Deer and for the salmon fish which we were
told would be here in a fiew days, and also a good situation
for our horses. the hills to the E. & N. of us are high broken
.& but partially timbered ; the soil rich and affords fine grass.
in short as we are compelled to reside a while in this neigh-
bourhood I feel perfectly satisfied with our position. imediately
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after we had crossed the river the Chief called the broken arm
or Tin-nach-e-moo-tolt another principal Chief Hok-hdst-"ill-pilp
arived on the opposite side and began to sing. we sent the
canoe over and those chiefs, the son of the broken arm and
the son of a Great Chief who was killed last year by the Big
bellies of Saskasshewin river. those two young men were the
two whome gave Cap' Lewis and my self each a horse with
great serimony in behalf of the nation a fiew days ago, and the
latter a most elligant mare & colt the morning after we arived
at the village. Hohastillpilp with much serimoney presented
Cap® Lewis with an elegant Gray horse which he had brought
for that purpose. Cap' Lewis gave him in return a Handker-
chief two hundred balls and four pounds of powder, with which
he appeared perfectly satisfied, and appeared much pleased.
Soon after I had crossed the river and during the time Cap
Lewis was on the opposit side John Collins whome we had
sent out verry early this morning with Labiech and Shannon
on the North Side of the river to hunt, came in and informed
me, that he had killed two Bear at about 5§ miles distant on the
uplands, one of which was in good order. I imediately de-
[s]patched Jo. Fields. & P. Wiser with him for the flesh. we
made several attempts to exchange our Stalions for Geldin[g]s
or mar[e]s without success we even offered two for one. those
horses are troublesom and cut each other very much and as we
can’t exchange them we think it best to castrate them and
began the opperation this evening one of the indians present
offered his services on this occasion. he cut them without
tying the string of the stone as is usial. he [s]craped it very
clean & seperate it before he cut it. about Meridian Shannon
came in with two Grows [grouse] & 2 Squireles common to
this country. his mockersons worn out obliged to come in
early. Collins returned in the evening with the two bears
which he had killed in the morning one of them an old hee
was in fine order, the other a female with Cubs was meagure.
we gave the Indians about us 1§ in number two sholders and
a ham of the bear to eate which they cooked in the following
manner. towit on a brisk fire of dryed wood they threw a parcel
of small stones from the river, when the fire had burnt down
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and heated the stone, they placed them level and laid on a
parsel of pine boughs, on those they laid the flesh of the bear
in flitches, placeing boughs between each course of meat and
then covering it thickly with pine boughs; after this they
poared on a small quantity of water, and covered the whole
over with earth to the debth of 4 inches. in this situation they
suffered it to remain about 3 hours when they took it out fit
for use. at 6 oClock Labiech returned and informed us that
he had killed a female Bear and two Cubs, at a long distance
from camp towards the Mountains. he brought in two large
dark brown pheasents which he had also killed Shannon also
returned also with a few black Pheasents and two squirels which
he had killed in the wood land towards Collins Creck. This
nation esteem the Killing of one of those tremendeous animals
(the Bear) equally great with that of an enemy in the field of
action. we gave the claws of those bear which Collins had
killed to Hohdstillpilp.

[Lewis:]} Thursday May 15% 1806.

This morning early Reubin Fields in surching for his horse
saw a large bear at no great distance from camp; several men
went in pursuit of the bear, they followed his trail a consider-
able distance but could not come up with him. Labuish and
Shannon set out with a view to establish a hunting camp and
continuing several days, two others accompanyed them in order
to bring in the three bear which Labuish had killed. Drewyer
and Cruzatte were sent up the river; Sheilds R. Feilds and
Willard hunted in the hills near the camp they returned in the
evening with a few pheasants only and reported that there was
much late appearance of bear, but beleived that they had gone
off to a greater distance. at 11 A.M. the men returned with
the bear which Labuich had killed. These bear gave me a
stronger evidence of the various coloured bear of this country
being one speceis only, than any I have heretofore had. The
female was black with a considerable proportion of white hairs
intermixed and a white spot on the breast, one of the young
bear was jut black and the other of a light redish brown or bey
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colour. the poil of these bear were infinitely longer finer and
thicker than the black bear their tallons also longer and more
blont as if woarn by diging roots. the white and redish brown
or bey coloured bear I saw together on the Missouri; the bey
and grizly have been seen and killed together here for these
were the colours of those which Collins killed yesterday. in
short it is not common to find two bear here of this speceis
precisely of the same colour, and if we were to attempt to dis-
tinguish them by their collours and to denominate each colour
a distinct speceis we should soon find at least twenty. some
bear nearly white have also been seen by our hunters at this
place. the most striking differences between this speceis of
bear and the common black bear are that the former are larger,
have longer tallons and tusks, prey more on other animals, do
not lie so long nor so closely in winter quarters, and will not
climb a tree tho’ ever so heardly pressed. the variagated bear
I beleive to be the same here with those on the missouri but
these are not so ferocious as those perhaps from the circum-
stance of their being compelled from the scarcity of game in
this quarter to live more on roots and of course not so much
in the habit of seizing and devouring living animals. the bear
here are far from being as passive as the common black bear
they have attacked and fought our hunters already but not so
fiercely as those of the Missouri. there are also some of the
common black bear in this neighbourhood.

Frazier, J. Fields and Wiser complain of violent pains in
their heads, and Howard and York are afflicted with the cholic.
I attribute these complaints to their diet of roots [to] which
they have not been accustomed. Tunnachemootoolt and 12
of his young men left us this morning on their return to their
village. Hohistillpilp and three old men remained untill 5 in
the evening when they also departed. at 1 P.M. a party of
14 natives on horseback passed our camp on a hunting excur-
tion ; they were armed with bows and arrows and had decoys
for the deer these are the skins of the heads and upper portions
of the necks of the deer extended in their natural shape by
means of a fraim of little sticks placed within. the hunter
when he sees a deer conceals himself and with his hand gives
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to the decoy the action of a deer at feed; and thus induces the
deer within arrowshot; in this mode the indians hunt on foot
in the woodlands where they cannot pursue the deer with
horses which is their favorite method when the ground will
permit. we had all of our horses driven together today near
our camp, which we have directed shall be done each day in
order to familiarize them to each other. several of the horses
which were gelded yesterday are much swolen particularly those
cut by Drewyer, the others bled most but appear much better
today than the others.

We had our baggage better secured under a good shelter
formed of grass; we also strengthened our little fortification
with pine poles and brush, and the party formed themselves
very comfortable tents with willow poles and grass in the form
of the orning of a waggon, these were made perfectly secure as
well from the heat of the sun as from rain. we had a bower
constructed for ourselves under which we set by day and sleep
under the part of an old sail now our only tent as the leather
lodge has become rotten and unfit for use. about noon the
sun shines with intense heat in the bottoms of the river. the
air on the top of the river hills or high plain forms a distinct
climate, the air is much colder, and vegitation is not as forward
by at least 15 or perhaps 20 days. the rains which fall in the
river bottoms are snows on the plain. at the distance of
fifteen miles from the river and on the Eastern border of this
plain the Rocky Mountains commence and present us with
winter at it’s utmost extreem. the snow is yet many feet deep
even near the base of these mountains; here we have summer
spring and winter within the short space of 15 or 20 miles.
Hohastillpilp and the three old men being unable to pass the
river as the canoe had been taken away, returned to our camp
late in the evening and remained with us all night.

[Clark :7] Thursday 15% of May 1806

This morning Reubin Fields went out to hunt his horse
very early and saw a large bear and no great distance from
Camp. Several men went in pursute of the bear, and prosued
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his trail some time without gitting sight of this monster.
Shannon went out with Labeach to hunt and continued out 3
days, Gibson and Hall accompanied them for the meat Labeech
killed yesterday which they brought in by 11 A M. this morn-
ing the female was black with white hares intermixed and a
white spot on the breast the Cubs were about the size of a
dog also pore. one of them very black and the other a light
redish brown or bey colour. These bear give me a stronger
evidence of the various coloured bear of this country being one
specie only, than any I have heretofore had. Several other
colours have been seen. Drewyer and Peter Crusat went up
the river. John Shields, R. Fields and Willard hunted in the
hills near camp and returned before 2 P. M. without Kkilling
any thing except a fiew Grows. they saw but few deer. some
bear sign. Frazur Jo. Fields and Peter Wizer complain of a
violent pain in their heads. Howard and York with violent
cholicks. the cause of those disorders we are unable to account
for. their diet and the sudin change of climate must contribute.
The Great Chief Tin-nach-e-moo-tolt (or broken arm) and 12
of the young men of his nation left us to day about 11 oClock
and crossed the river to his Village Hoh-hast-ill-pilt and 3
old men continued with us untill about § P.M. when they left
us and returned to their village. a party of 14 Indians passed
our camp about 1 P M on their way to the leavel uplands to
run and kill the deer with their horses and Bows and arrows.
Some of them were also provided with deers heads cased for
the purpose of decoying the deer. those men continued with
us but a fiew minits and proceeded on. Those people hunt
most commonly on horse back seround the Deer or Goat which
they find in the open plains & kill them with their arrows, tho’
they sometimes hunt the deer on foot & decoy them. we had
all of our horses drove together to day with a view to fermilur-
ize them to each other. those that were cut yesterday are stiff
and several of them much swelled. we had all our baggage
secured and covered with a rouf of straw. our little fortifica-
tion also completely secured with brush around which our camp
is formed. the Greater part of our security from the rains &%
is the grass which is formed in a kind of ruff so as to turn the
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rain completely and is much the best tents we havel! as the
days are worm &< we have a bowry made to write under which
we find not only comfortable but necessary, to keep off the
intence heet of the sun which has great effectin this low bottom.
on the high plains off the river the climate is entirely different
cool, some snow on the north hill sides near the top and vege-
tation near 3 weeks later than in the river bottoms, and the
rocky Mountains imediately in view covered several say 4 & 5
feet deep with snow. here I behold three different climats
within a fiew miles a little before dark Hoh-hast-ill-pilt and
the 3 old men & one other returned to our camp and informed
us the canoe was a great way off and they could not cross this
evening.

CLewis:] Friday May 16" 1806.

Drewyer’s horse left his camp last night and was brought to
us this morning by an indian who informed us he had found
him a considerable distance towards the mountains. HohAstill-
pilp and all the natives left us about noon and informed us
that they were going up the river some distance to a place at
which they expected to find a canoe, we gave them the head
and neck of a bear, a part of which they eat and took the
ballance with them. these people sometimes kill the wvari-
agated bear when they can get them in the open plain where
they can pursue them on horseback and shoot them with their
arrows. the black bear they more frequently kill as they are
less ferocious. our sick men are much better today. Sahcar-
garweah geathered a quantity of the roots of a speceis of fennel
which we found very agreeable food, the flavor of this root
is not unlike annis seed,? and they dispell the wind which the
roots called Cows and quawmash are apt to create particularly
the latter. we also boil a small onion which we find in great
abundance, with other roots and find them also an antidote
to the effects of the others. the mush of roots we find adds
much to the comfort of our diet. we sent out several hunters

1 The Chopunnish made wickiups of brush and grass, which were impervious to
rain. See Wheeler, Trail of Leawis and Clark, ii, p. 272. — Eb.
2 Carum gairdneri, mentioned also Aug. 26, 1805.— C. V. P1pER.
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this morning but they returned about 11 A.M. without suc-
cess; they killed a few pheasants only. at 5§ P.M. Drewyer
and Cruzatte returned having killed one deer only. Drewyer
had wounded three bear which he said were as white as sheep
but had obtained neither of them. they informed us that the
hunting was but bad in the quarter they had been, the country
was broken and thickly covered in most parts with underbrush,
a little after dark Shannon and Labuish returned with one
deer; they informed us that game was wild and scarce, that a
large creek (Collinsg’ Creek)' ran parallel with the river at the
distance of about § or 6 miles which they found impracti-
cable to pass with their horses in consequence of the debth
and rapidity of it’s current. beyond this creek the Indians
inform us that there is great abundance of game. Sergt.
Pryor and Collins who set out this morning on a hunting
excurtion did not return this evening. I killed a snake near
our camp, it is 3 feet 11 Inches in length, is much the colour
of the rattlesnake common to the middle atlantic states, it has
no poisonous teeth. it has 218 scute on the abdomen and
fifty nine squama or half formed scutz on the tail. the eye is
of moderate size, the iris of a dark yellowish brown and puple
black. there is nothing remarkable in the form of the head
which is not so wide across the jaws as those of the poison-
ous class of snakes usually are. 1 preserved the skin of this
snake,

[Clark :] Friday 16 May 1806

a cloudy morning with some rain which continued untill
meridian at intervals, but very moderately. a man and boy
came to our camp at 11 A.M with Drewyers Horse which
he informed us he found at a long distance towards the Mt
this horse must have strayed from Drewyers Camp last night.
Hohhastillpelt and all the nativs left us at merd?® and went up
the river with a view to cross at some distance above where
they expected to find a canoe. we gave those people a head
and neck of the largest bear a part of which they eate and the

1 The Nahwah River, also known as the Lolo Fork of the Clearwater. — ED,
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balance they carefully took with them for their children. The
Indians of this country seldom kill the bear they are very
much afraid of them and the killing of a White or Grizly bear,
is as great a feet as two of their enimey. the fiew of those
animals which they chance to kill is found in the leavel open
lands and pursued on horses & killed with their Arrows.
they are fond of the flesh of this animal and eate imoderately
of it when they have a sufficiency to indulge themselves. The
men who were complaining of the head ake and cholick yester-
day and last night are much better to day. Shabonos Squar
gathered a quantity of fene/ roots which we find very paliatiable
and nurushing food. the onion we also find in abundance and
boil it with our meat. Shields rode out and hunted in the
morning without suckcess he returned at 11 A.M. having
killed only a black wood pecker with a red breast as discribed
hereafter. a snake which resembles the rattle snake in colour
and spots on the skin, longer and inosent. at § P M Dreyer
and Crusat returned haveing killed only one Deer only. D.shot
3 white bear but could get neither of them. they inform us that
the hunting in the direction they were is very bad. the country
hilly & brushey. a little after dark Shannon & Labiech came
in from the chas[e]. Shannon killed one deer which he
brought in. this deer being the only animal they could kill.
they informed that a large Creek (Collin’s Creek) run parrelal
with the river at about § or 6 miles distant between which
there was but little game, and the Creek being high rapid and
the smothe rocks in the bottom rendered it impossible for them
to pass it on horsback. Serg! Pryor and Collins who set out
early this morning hunting have not returned. we derected
that the horses be drove up in future at 12 0Clock on each
day.

[Lewis:] Saturday May 17% 1806,

It rained the greater part of the last night and this morning
untill 8 OC* the water passed through [the] flimzy covering
and wet our bed most perfectly in sho[r]t we lay in the water
all the latter part of the night. unfortunately my chronometer
which for greater security I have woarn in my fob for ten days

[43]

American Journeys — www.americanjourneys.org



LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNAILS [May 17

past, got wet last night; it seemed a little extraordinary that
every part of my breechies which were under my head, should
have escaped the moisture except the fob where the time peice
was. 1 opened it and founded [it] nearly filled with water
which I carefully drained out exposed it to the air and wiped
the works as well as I could with dry feathers after which I
touched them with a little bears oil. several parts of the iron
and steel works were rusted a little which I wiped with all the
care in my power, I set her to going and from her apparent
motion hope she has sustained no material injury. at g A.M.
Sergt. Pryor and Collins returned, Sergt. Pryor brought the
Skin and flesh of a black bear which he had killed; Collins
had also killed a very large variegated bear but his horse
having absconded last evening was unable to bring it. they
had secured this meat perfectly from the wolves or birds and
as it was at a considerable distance we did not think proper to
send for it today. neither of these bear were in good order.
as the bear are reather ferocious and we are obliged to depend
on them pincipally for our subsistence we thought it most ad-
visable to direct at least two hunters to go together, and they
accordingly paired themselves out for this purpose. we also
apportioned the horses to the several hunters in order that
they should be equally rode and thereby prevent any horse
being materially injured by being too constantly hunted. we
appointed the men not hunters to take charge of certain horses
in the absence of the hunters and directed the hunters to set
out in different directions early in the morning and not return
untill they had killed some game. it rained moderately the
greater part of the day and snowed as usual on the plain.
Sergt. Pryor informed me that it was shoe deep this morning
when he came down. 1t is somewhat astonishing that the
grass and a variety of plants which are now from a foot to 18
inches high on these plains sustain no injury from the snow
or frost; many of those plants are in blume and appear to be
of a tender susceptable texture. we have been visited by no
indians today, an occurrence which has not taken place before
since we left the Narrows of the Columbia. I am pleased at
finding the river rise so rapidly, it now doubt is attributeable
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to the me[llting snows of the mountains; that icy barier which
seperates me from my friends and Country, from all which
makes life esteemable. — patience, patience*

[Clark:] Saturday 17 May 1806

rained moderately all the last night and this morning untill,
we are wet. The little river on which we are encamped rise
sepriseingly fast. at g A.M. Serg! Pryor and Collins returned
with the flesh and skin of a Black bear on Sg' Pryors horse,
Collins’s horse haveing run off from "him yesterday. they in-
formed us that they had each killed a Bear neither of which were
fat. the one which they left in the woods was of the white species
and very large we did not think it necessary in the cours of
this day to send for the flesh of the bear left in the woods. the
rains of the last night unfortunately wet the Crenomuter in
the fob of Cap! L. breaches, which has never before been wet
since we set out on this expedition. her works were cautiously
wiped and made dry by Cap! L. and 1 think she will receve
no injury from this misfortune &° we arranged the hunters
and horses to each hunter and directed them to turn out in
the morning early and continue out untill they killed some-
thing. others arranged so as to take care of the hunters horses
in their absence. rained moderately all day. at the same time
snowed on the mountains which is in to the S, E. of us. no
Indians visit us to day which is a singular circumstance as we
have not been one day without Indians since we left the long
nartows of the Columbia. the fiew worm days which we have
had has melted the snows in the mountains and the river has
rose considerably. that icy barier which seperates me from
my friends and Country, from all which makes life estimable,
is yet white with the snow which is maney feet deep. 1 fre-

1 In the weather diary for this date (Codex K, pp. 147, 148), Lewis wrote :
¢¢the Indians caught 3 salmon at their village on the Kooskooske above our camp
some miles. they say that these fish are now passing by us in great numbers, but
that they cannot be caught as yet because those which first ascend the river do not
keep near shore ; they further inform us that in the course of a few days the fish
run near the shore and then they take them with their skimming neetts in great
numbers.”” — Ep.
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quently consult the nativs on the subject of passing this
tremendious barier which now present themselves to our view
for [a] great extent. they all appear to agree as to the time
those mountains may be passed which is about the middle
of Fune. Serg! Pryor informs me that the snow on the
high plains from the river was shoe deep this morning when
he came down. it is somewhat estonishing that the grass and
a variety of Plants sustain no injurey from the snow or frost;
maney of those plants are in blume and appear to be of tender
susceptable texture. At the distance of 18 miles from the
river and on the Eastern border of the high Plain the Rocky
Mountain commences and presents us with #7nser here we
have Summer, Spring and winter in the short space of twenty
or thirty miles.

[Lewis:] Sunday May 18% 1806.
Twelve hunters turned out this morning in different direc-
tions agreeably to the order of last evening. Potts and White-
house accompanied Collins to the bear he had killed on the
16" inst. with which they returned in the afternoon. the
colours of this bear was a mixture of light redish brown white
and dark brown in which the bey or redish brown predomi-
nated, the fur was bey as well as the lower portion of the lon
hairs, the white next succeeded in the long hairs which at their
extremit[iles were dark brown, this uncommon mixture might
be termed a bey grizzle. our indian woman was busily en-
gaged today in laying in a store of the fennel roots for the
Rocky mountains. these are called by the Shoshones 2esr-
pak. at 2 P.M. 3 Indians who had been hunting towards the
place at which we met with Chopunnish last fall, called by
them the quawmash ground, called at our camp ; they informed
us that they had been hunting several days and had killed
nothing ; we gave them a small peice of meat which they told
us they would reserve for their small children who were very
hungary; we smoked with them and they shortly after de-
parted. early this morning the natives erected a lodge on
the opposite side of the river near a fishing stand a little above
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us. no doubt to be in readiness for the salmon, the arrival of
which they are so ardently wishing as well as ourselves. this
stand is a4 small stage ore warf constructed of sticks and pro-
jecting about 10 feet into the river and about 3 feet above
the surface of the water on the extremity of this the fisher-
man stands with his scooping net, which differ but little in
their form from those commonly used in our country it is
formed thus the fisherman exercised himself
some hours today but 1 believe without suc~
cess. at 3 P.M. ]J. Fields returned very un-
well  having killed nothing. shortly after an
old man and woman arrived; the former had soar eyes and
the latter complained of a lax and rheumatic effections. we
gave the woman some creem of tartar and flour of sulpher,
and washed the oldman’s eyes with a little eyewater. a little
before dark Drewyer R. Fields and LaPage returned having
been also unsuccessfull they had killed a hawk only and taken
the part of a salmon from an Eagle, the latter altho’ it was of
itself not valuable was an agreeable sight as it gave us reason
to hope that the salmon would shortly be with us. these
hunters had scowered the country between the Kooskooske
and Collins’s Creek from hence to their junction about 10
miles and had seen no deer or bear and but little sign of
either. shortly after dark it began to rain and continued
raining moderately all night. the air was extreemly cold and
disagreeable and we lay in the water as the preceeding night.

[Clark:]] Sunday 18% May 1806

Cloudy morning 12 hunters turned out this morning in
different directions agreeably to the order of yesterday. Potts
and Whitehouse accompanied Collins to the bear which he
had killed on the 16% and brought in the flesh and skins.
this bear was not large but remarkably light coloured the
hair of it as also the hair of all those which has been killed is
very thick and long. The Squar wife to Shabono busied her
self gathering the roots of the fenel called by the Snake In-
dians Year-pak for the purpose of drying to eate on the Rocky
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mountains. those roots are very paliatiable either fresh rosted
boiled or dried and are generally between the size of a quill
and that of a mans fingar and about the length of the latter.
at 2 P. M. 3 Indians who had been out hunting towards the
place we met with the Chopunnish last fall, which place they
call the quarmash grounds. those men had been out several
days and killed nothing. we gave them a small piece of meat
which they told us they would reserve for their small children
who was very hungary. we smoked with them and they de-
parted. The nativs made a lodge on the opposit bank of the
river a little above us at a fishing place. as all communication
is cut off between us and the nativs on the opposit side of the
river, we cannot say by whome or for what service that lodge
has been errected as no one has been near it since it was errected
this morning. at 3 P M Jo. Field returned from the chase
without killing any thing he complains of being unwell.
so[o]n after an old man and a woman arived the man with
sore eyes, and the woman with a gripeing and rhumatic effec-
tions. I gave the woman a dose of creme of tarter and flour
of Sulphur, and the man some eye water. a little before night
Rueben Field Drewyer and Lapage returned haveing killed
nothing but a large hawk they had hunted in the point
between the Kooskooske and Collins’s Creek and saw but little
sign of either deer or Bear. the evening Cloudy, soon after
dark it began to rain and rained moderately all night. Lapage
took a Salmon from an Eagle at a short distance below our
camp. this is induces us to believe that the Salmon is in this
river and most probably will be here in great numbers in the
course of a fiew days.

[Lewis:] Monday May 19% 1806.

It continued to rain this morning untill 8.0C¥ when it be-
came fair., We sent Charbono, Thompson, Potts, Hall and
Wiser over the river to a village above in order to purchase
some roots to eat with our lean bear meat. for this purpose
we gave them a few awls, Kniting pins and, Armbands. we
were informed that there was a canoe at the village in which
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they could pass the river. I sent Joseph and R. Feilds up
the river in surch of the horse which I rode over the Rocky
mountains last fall. he had been seen yesterday with a parsel
of indian horses and has become almost wild. at 11 A.M.
Thompson returned from the village accompanyed by a train
of invalids consisting of 4 men 8 women and a child. The
men had soar eyes and the women in addition to soar eyes had
a variety of other complaints principally rheumatic; a weakness
and pain in the loins is a common complaint with their women.
eyewater was administered to all; to two of the women cathar-
tics were given, to a third who appeared much dejected and
who from their account of her disease we supposed it to be
histerical, we gave 30 drops of Laudanum. the several parts
of the others where the rheumatic pains were seated were
well rubed with volitile linniment. all of those poor wretches
thought themselves much benefited, and all returned to their
village well satisfyed. at § P.M. o[u]r marketers returned with
about 6 bushels of the cows roots and a considerable quan [ti]ty
of bread of the same materials. late in the evening Reubin and
Joseph Feilds returned with my horse; we had him immedi-
ately castrated together with two others by Drewyer in the
ordinary [way]. we amused ourselves about an hour this
afternoon in looking at the men running their horses. sev-
eral of those horses would be thought fleet in the U States.
a little after dark Sheilds and Gibson returned unsuccessfull
from the chase. they had seen some deer but no bear.

[Clark:] Monday 19% May 1806

Rained this morning untill 8 oClock when it cleared off and
became fair. We sent Shabono, Thomson, Potts, Hall &
Wizer over to the Villages above to purchase some roots to
eate with our pore bear meat, for which purchase we gave them
a fiew awls, knitting pins, & arm ban[d]s and directed them
to proceed up on this side of the river opposit to the Village
and cross in the cano[e] which we are informed is at that place.
sent Jo. & Reuben Field up the river a short distance after
the horse which Cap! Lewis rode over the mountains last fall,
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which horse was seen yesterday with a gangue of Indian horses,
and is very wild. about 11 0Clock 4 men and 8 women came
to our camp with Thompson who went to the Village very
early this morning. those men applyed for Eye water and the
Women had a variety of Complaints tho’ the most general
complaint was the Rhumitism, pains in the back and the sore
eyes, they also brought fow® a very young Child whome they
said had been very sick. I administered eye water to all, two
of the women I gave a carthartic, one whose spirets were very
low and much hiped! I gave 30 drops of Lodomem, and to
the others I had their backs hips legs thighs & arms well rubed
with Politile leniment all of those pore people thought them-
selves much benifited by what had been done for them, and at
3 P. M. they all returned to their Villages well satisfied. at
5 P. M. Potts, Shabono &< returned from the Village with
about 6 bushels of the root the nativs call cowse and some
bread of the same root. Rubin & Jo! Fields returned with
the horse Cap! Lewis rode across the rocky mountains we
had this horse imediately cut with 2 others which we had not
before thought proper to castrate. we amused ourselves about
an hour this after noon looking at the men run their horses,
several of them would be thought swift horses in the atlantic
states. a little after dark John Shields and Gibson returned
haveing killed nothing. they saw some deer but saw no bear.

[Lewis:] Tuesday May 20" 1806.

It rained the greater part of last night and continued this
morning untill noon when it cleared away about an hour and
then rained at intervals untill 4 in the evening. our covering
is so indifferent that Capt. C. and myself lay in the water the
greater part of the last night. Drewyer, and the two Feildses
set out on a hunting excurtion towards the mountains. Shan-
non and Colter came in unsuccessfull, they had wounded a
bear and a deer last evening but the night coming on they
were unable to pursue them, and the snow which fell in the

1 According to the Cemtury Dictionary, ¢<hipped *” is the past participle of the
verb ¢¢ hip,’”” meaning to become melancholy or mopish, — Ep.
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course of the night and this morning had covered the blood
and rendered all further pursuit impracticable. at 2 P.M.
Labuish arrived with a large buck of the Mule deer speceis
which he had killed on Collins’s Creek yesterday. he had left
Cruzatte and Collins on the Creeck where they were to wait
his return. he informed us that it was snowing on the plain
while it was raining at our camp in the river bottom. late in
the evening Labuish and LaPage set out to join Collins and
Cruzatte in order to resume their hunt early tomorrow morn-
ing. this evening a party of indians assembled on the opposite
bank of the river and viewed our camp with much attention
for some time and retired. at § P.M. Frazier who had been
permitted to go to the village this morning returned with a
pa[risel of Roots and bread which he had purchased. brass
buttons is an article of which these people are tolerably fond,
the men have taken advantage of their prepossession in favour
of buttons and have devested themselves of all they had in
possesson which they have given in exchange for roots and

bread.

[Clark:] “Tuesday 20%* May 1806

rained the greater part of the last night and this morning
untill meridian when it cleared away for an hour and began to
rain and rained at intervals untill 4 P. M. our covering was
so indefferent that Cap*' Lewis and myself was wet in our bed
all the latter part of the night. Drewyer, Jo! & R. Fields
set out towards the mountains. Shannon & Colter came in
without any thing. they had seen and Shot at a Bear and a
Deer neither of which they could get. both of those Animals
they must have Wounded Mortally, but the night comeing on
prevented their following them, and this morning the snow had
covered the tracks and hid the blood and prevented their
getting either of them. at 2 P. M. Labiech came in with a
large Buck of the Mule Deer Speces which he had killed on
Collins’s Creek yesterday. he left Collins and Peter Crusat
on the Creek at which place they would continue untill his
return. he informed us that it was snowing on the leavel
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plains on the top of the hill all the time it was raining-in the
bottom at our camp. Labiech & Lapage returned to Collins
& Crusat in the evening late for the purpose of Pursueing
the hunt in the morning early. Several Indians came to the
opposit side of the River and viewed us some time. at § P M
Frazur who had leave to go to the village returned with some
roots which he had purchased. cloudy &¢

[Lewis:] Wednesday May 21 1806.

It rained a few hours this morning. Sheilds and Gibson
set out to hunt towards the mountains. Collins came to camp
at noon and remained about 2 hours; he has killed nothing
since he left us last. we set five men at work to make a canoe
for the purpose of fishing and passing the river. the Indians
have already promised us a horse for this canoe when we have
no longer any uce for her. as our tent was not sufficient to
shelter us from the rain we had a lodge constructed of willow
poles and grass in the form of the orning of a waggon closed
at one end. this we had made sufficiently large to sleep in
and to shelter the most important part of our baggage. it is
perfectly secure against the rain sun and wind and affords
us much the most comfortable shelter we have had since we
left Fort Clatsop. today we divided the remnant of our store
of merchandize among our party with a view that each should
purchase therewith a parsel of roots and bread from the natives
as his stores for the rocky mountains for there seems but little
probability that we shall be enabled to make any dryed meat
for that purpose and we cannot as yet form any just idea what
resource the fish will furnish us. each man’s stock in trade
amounts to no more than one awl, one Knitting pin, a half an
ounce of vermillion, two nedles, a few scanes of th[r]ead and
about a yard of ribbon; a slender stock indeed with which
to lay in a store of provision for that dreary wilderness. we
would make the men collect these roots themselves but there
are several speceis of hemlock ! which are so much like the
cows that it is difficult to discriminate them from the cows

1 The water-hemlock (or poison hemlock), a poisonous plant — belonging, as
does the kouse (Peucedanum), to the order Umbelliferee, — Eb.
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and we are affraid that they might poison themselves. the
indians have given us another horse to kill for provision which
we keep as a reserved store. our dependence for subsistence
is on our guns, the fish we may perhaps take, the roots we
can purchase from the natives and as the last alternative our
horses. we eat the last morsel of meat which we had for
dinner this evening, yet nobody seems much conserned about
the state of provision. Willard, Sergt. Ordway and Goodrich
were permitted to visit the village today ; the former returned
in the evening with some roots and bread, the two last remain-
ing all night. one of our party brought in a young sandhill
crain it was about the size of a pateridge and of a redish
brown colour, it appeared to be about 5 or six days old; these
crains are abundant in this neighbourhood.!

[Clark -] Wednesday 215! May 1806.

rained this morning. Shields and Gibson set out to hunt
towards the mountains. Collins came in to day and stayed
in about two hours. he has killed nothing since he went out
last. we set § men at work to build a canoe for the purpose
of takeing fish and passing the river and for which we can get
a good horse. as our tent is not sufficient to keep off the rain
we are compelled to have some other resort for a security from
the repeeted showers which fall. we have a small half circular
place made and covered with grass which makes a very secure
shelter for us to sleep under. we divided our store of mer-
chindize amongst our party for the purpose of precureing
some roots &° of the nativs to each mans part amounted to
about an awl knitting pin a little paint and some thread & 2
Needles which is but a scanty dependance for roots to take us
over those Great snowey Barriers (rocky mountains) which is
and will be the cause of our Detention in this neighbourhood
probably untill the 10 or 15 of June. they are at this time
covered deep with snow. the plains on the high country
above us is also covered with snow. Serj' Ordway, Goodrich,
& Willard went to the village to day to precure a fiew roots.

1 Probably the ordinary Grus canadensis. — Ep.
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we eate the last of our meat for Dinner to day, and our only
certain dependance is the roots we can precure from the
nativs for the fiew articles we have left those roots with what
game we can precure from the wo[o]ds will probably last us
untill the arival of the Salmon. if they should not; we have
a horse in store ready to be killed which the indians have
offered to us. Willard returned from the village. Serg!
Ordway and Goodrich continued all night. one of the men
brought me a young sandhill crain which was about 5 or 6
days old it was of a yellowish brown colour, about the size
of a partridge. Those crains are very abundant in every part
of this country in pars of two, and sometimes three together.

[Lewis:] Thursday May 22 1806,

A fine morning we exposed all our baggage to air and dry
as well as our store of roots and bread purchased from the
natives. permited Windsor and M<Neal to go to the indian
village. Sergt. Ordway and Goodrich returned this morning
with a good store of roots and bread. about noon 2 indian
men came down the river on a raft and continued at our camp
about 3 hours and returned to their village. we sent out
Shannon and Colter to hunt towards the mountains. we
sent Sergt. Pryor down to the entrance of Collins’s Creek to
examine the country and look out for a good position for an
encampment on the river below that Creek, having determined
to remove our camp below that crek if it continues high, as
soon as we have completed our canoe, as the country to which
we are confined to hunt at present is limited by this creek and
river to a very narrow tract, and game have already become
scarce. if we can obtain a good situation below the entrance
of this creek it will be much more eligible as the hunting
country is more extensive and game more abundant than
above. The horse which the indians have given us to kill
was driven away yestelday by the natives with a gang of their
horses I presume in mistake; being without meat at noon we
directed one of the largest of our colts to be killed. we found
the flesh of this animal fat tender and by no means illy
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flavoured. we have three others which we mean to reserve
for the rocky mountains if we can subsist here without them.
my horse which was castrated the day before yesterday wounded
hxs thigh on the inner side with the rope by which he was con-
fined that evening and is now so much swolen with the wound
the castraiting and the collection of vermen that he cannot
walk, in short he is the most wretched specticle; I had his
wounds clensed of the vermen by washing them well with a
strong decoction of the bark of the roots & leaves of elder but
think the chances are against his recovery. at 3 P.M. we
observed a large party of Indians on horseback in pursuit of
a deer which they ran into the river opposite to our camp ;
Capt C. Myself & three of our men shot and killed the deer
in the water; the indians pursued it on a raft and caught it.
it is astonishing to see these people ride down those steep hills
which they do at full speed.! on our return to camp we found
Drewyer the two Feildses Gibson and Sheilds just arrived with
five deer which they had killed at a considerable distance
towards the mountains. they also brought with them two
red salmon trout which they had purchased from some indians
whom they had met with on their return to camp. T'wo
Indians who were just arrived at our camp informed us that
these salmon trout remained in this river the greater part of
the winter, that they were not good at this season which we
readily discovered, they were very meagre. these indians also
informed us that there were at this time a great number of salmon
at no great distance from hence in Lewis’s river which had just
arrived and were very fat and fine, they said it would be some
days yet before they would ascend this river as high as this
place. a party of the natives on the opposite shore informed
those with us that a party of the Shoshones had two nights
past surrounded a lodge of their nation on the South side of

1 The frames of their saddles are made of wood nicely jointed, and then covered
with raw skins which, when they become dry, bind every part tight, and keep the
joints in their places. The saddlés rise very high before and behind, in the manner
of the saddles of the Spaniards, from whom they no doubt received the form ; and
also obtained their breed of horses. When the Indians are going to mount, they
throw their buffaloe robes over the saddles and ride on them, as the saddles would
otherwise be too hard. — Gass (p. 315).
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Lewis’s river, that the inhabitants having timely discovered
the enimy effected their retreat in the course of the night and
escaped. Charbono’s Child is very ill this evening; he is
cuting teeth, and for several days past has had a violent lax,
which having suddonly stoped he was attacked with a high
fever and his neck and throat are much swolen this evening.
we gave him a doze of creem of tartar and flour of sulpher and
applyed a poltice of boiled onions to his neck as warm as he
could well bear it. Sergt. Pryor returned late in the evening
and informed us that he had been down the river eight miles
and that the clifts set in so abruptly to the river he could get
no further without returning several miles back and ascending
the hills and that he had thought it best to return and ride
down tomorrow on the high plain as he believed the mouth
of the creek was a considerable distance. Drewyer who has
been at the place informs us that it is about 10 m? and that
there is no situation on the river for some distance below this
creek which can possibly answer our purposes. we dryed our

baggage &c. perfectly and put it up.

[Clark :] Thursday 227¢ May 1806

a fine day we exposed all our baggage to the sun to air
and dry, also our roots which we have precured of the nativs.
gave promission to Windser & M* Neal to go to the Indian
Villages. Serg! Ordway and Goodrich returned at 11 A. M.
soon after 2 Indian men came down on a raft and continued
with us about 3 hours and then returned to their village.
Shannon & Colter went out to day to hunt towards the
mountains, Serj! Pryor went out to hunt down the river,
and examine the mouth of Collins Creek, if a good situation
was below that creek for a camp. this creek which cannot
be passed owing to it’s debth & rapidity is a great bearrer
[barrier] in our way to the best hunting country. it confines
us to a narrow scope between this creek and the river on
which we are camped. If a situation can be found imediately
below the creek it will answer us better than our present one
as from there we can get out to some distance to hunt, and

[56]

American Journeys — www.americaujourneys.org



1806] ON UPPER KOOSKOOSKE

be convenient also to the fish should they pass up & The
horse the Indian’s left with us to kill has been drove to their
village with a gang of horses which I suppose belonged to
enother man. as the greater part of our men have not had
any meat to eate for 2 days, and the roots they complain of
not being accustomed to live on them altogether we directed
a large coalt which was given to us by a young man with
an elegant mare on the [blank space in MS.] instant [to be
killed]. this coalt was fat and was handsom looking meat.
late in the evening we were informed that the horse which
Cap' L. rode over the rocky mountains and which was cut day
before yesterday had his hip out of place since that time, and
could not walk. Cap! Lewis examined him and thought he
could not recover. at 3 P. M. we observed a number of
Indians in chase of a deer on their horses on the opposit hill
sides. soon after the deer took the water I Cap' L.. and 3
men run down on this side and killed the deer in the water, the
deer floated down and the Indians took it by means of a raft
which they had ready. on my return to camp found Drewyer
Jos. & Reuben Fields, Shields, and gibson just arrived from
the chass with § Deer which they had killed on the high lands
toward the mountains. they also brought with them two
salmon trout which they had purchased of Indians which they
saw on their return to camp. at § p. m. two young men
highly decurated in their way came to our camp and informed
us that the fat fish were in great numbers in Lewis’s river. that
those salmon trout which our hunters brought were pore and
such as were cought in the winter in this river and were not
the kind which comes up in the spring of the year. great
number of Indians come to the opposit bank and inform those
on this side that the Snake Indians had come to a Lodge on
Lewis’s river at night. the inhabitents previously discovering
them abandened the house. Shabonos son a small child is
dangerously ill.* his jaw and throat is much swelled. we

1 See letter of Clark to Charbonneau, in Appendix, vol. vii, wherein he expresses
his affection for this child, and offers to adopt and educate him. Incidental references
to his later life have been collected by Wheeler, Trail of Lewis and Clark, i, pp. 128-
130. — Ep.
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apply a poltice of onions, after giveing him some creem of
tarter &¢ this day proved to be fine and fair which afforded
us an oppertunety of drying our baggage which had got a
little wet.

[Lewis:] Friday May 247% 1806,

Sergt. Pryor wounded a deer early this morning in a lick
near camp ; my dog pursued it into the river; the two young
Indian men who had remained with us all night mounted their
horses swam the river and drove the deer into the water again ;
Sergt. Pryor killed it as it reached the shore on this side, the
indians returned as they had passed over. we directed half this
deer to be given to the indians, they immediately made a fire
and cooked their meat, 4 others joined them from the village
with the assistance of whom they consumed their portion of
the spoil in less than 2 hours. and took their leave of our
camp. the Creem of tartar and sulpher operated several times
on the child in the course of the last night, he is considerably
better this morning, tho’ the swelling of the neck has abated
but little ; we still apply pol[t]ices of onions which we renew
frequently in the course of the day and night. at noon we
were visited by 4 indians who informed us they had come
from their village on Lewis’s river at the distance of two days
ride in order to see us and obtain a little eyewater, Capt. C.
washed their eyes and they set out on their return to their
village. our skill as phisicians and the virtue of our medicines
have been spread it seems to a great distance. I sincerely
wish it was in our power to give releif to these poor aff[l]icted
wretches. at 1. P.M. Shannon, Colter, Labuish, Cruzatte,
Collins, and LaPage returned from hunting without having
killed anything except a few pheasants of the dark brown kind,
which they brought with them. These hunters informed us
that they had hunted the country deligently betwen the river
and Creek for some distance above and below our camp and
that there was no game to be found. all the horses which
have been castrated except my poor unfortunate horse appear
as if they would do very well. I am convinced that those cut
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by the indians will get well much soonest and they do not

swell nor appear to suffer as much as those cut in the common

way.!

[Clark:] Friday 237¢ May 1806

a fair morning. Serg! Pryor wounded a Deer at a lick near
our camp and our dog prosued it into the river. two Indians
which happened to be at our camp Mounted their horses and
swam across the river chased the deer into the water again
and pursued it across to the side on which we were, and as the
Deer came out of the water Sgt Pryor killed it. we derected
half of this deer to be given to those two indians. they
imediately made a fire and cooked the meat. 4 others joined
them from the village and they soon consumed their portion.
The child is something better this morning than it was last
night. we apply a fresh poltice of the wild Onion which we
repeeted twice in the course of the day. the swelling does
not appear to increas any since yesterday. The 4 Indians
who visited us to day informed us that they came from their
village on Lewis’s river two days ride from this place for the
purpose of seeing of us and getting a little eye water I washed
their eyes with some eye water and they all left us at 2 P. M.
and returned to the villages on the opposit side of this river.
at 1 oClock Shannon, Colter, Labiech, Crusatt Lapage and
Collins all returned from hunting without haveing killed any
thing except a fiew heath hens & black Pheasants two of
which they brought with them. Labiech also brought a
whisteling squirel which he had killed on it’s hole in the high
plains. this squirel differs from those on the Missouri in their
colour, size, food and the length [of] ta[i]l and from those
found near the falls of Columbia?

our hunters brought us a large hooting owl which differ
from those of the Atlantic states. The plumage of this owl
is an uniform mixture of dark yellowish brown and white,
in which the dark brown prodominates. it’s colour may be

! At this point ends Lewis’s journal, as contained in Codex K ; his Codex L
continues the record. -— Eb.
2 See description, May 27, post, — Eb.
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properly termed a dark Iron gray. the plumage is very long
and remarkably silky and soft., those have not the long
feathers on the head which give it the appearance of ears or
horns. remarkable large eyes.

the hunters informed us that they had hunted with great
industry all the country between the river and for some dis-
tance above and below without the smallest chance of killing
any game. they inform us that the high lands are very cold
with snow which has fallen for every day or night for several
[days] past. our horses which was cut is like to doe well.

[Lewis:] Saturday May 24 1806.

The child was very wrestless last night; it’s jaw and the
back of it’s neck are much more swolen than they were yester-
day tho’ his fever has abated considerably. we gave it a doze
of creem of tartar and applyed a fresh poltice of onions. we
ordered some of the hunters out this morning and directed
them to pass Collins’s creek if possible and hunt towards the
quawmash feilds. William Bratton still continues very un-
well ; he eats heartily digests his food well, and has recovered
his flesh almost perfectly yet is so weak in the loins that he is
scarcely able to walk, nor can he set upwright but with the
greatest pain. we have tried every remidy which our engenuity
could devise, or with which our stock of medicines furnished
us, without effect. John Sheilds observed that he had seen
men in a similar situation restored by violent sweats. Bratton
requested that he might be sweated in the manner proposed by
Sheilds to which we consented. Sheilds sunk a circular hole
of 3 feet diamiter and four feet deep in the earth. he kindled a
large fire in the hole and heated well, after which the fire was taken
out a seat placed in the center of the hole for the patient with
a board at bottom for his feet to rest on; some hoops of willow
poles were bent in an arch crossing each other over the hole,
on these several blankets were thrown forming a secure and
thick orning of about 3 feet high. the patient being striped
naked was seated under this orning in the hole and the blankets
well secured on every side. the patient was furnished with a
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vessell of water which he sprinkles on the bottom and sides of
the hole and by that means creates as much steam or vapor as
he could possibly bear, in this situation he was kept about
20 minutes after which he was taken out and suddonly plunged
in cold water twise and was then immediately returned to the
sweat hole where he was continued three quarters of an hour
longer then taken out covered up in several blankets and
suffered to cool gradually. during the time of his being in the
sweat hole, he drank copious draughts of a strong tea of horse
mint. Sheilds says that he had previously seen the tea of
Sinneca snake root used in stead of the mint which was now
employed for the want of the other which is not to be found
in this country.! this experiment was made yesterday ; Bratton
feels himself much better and is walking about today and says
he is nearly free from pain. at 11 A. M. a canoe arrived with
3 of the natives one of them the sick man of whom I have
before made mention as having lost the power of his limbs,
he is a cheif of considerable note among them and they
seem extreemly anxious for his recovery. as he complains of
no pain in any particular part we conceive it cannot be the
rheumatism, nor do we suppose that it can be a parelitic attack
or his limbs would have been more deminished. we have
supposed that it was some disorder which owed it’s origine to a
diet of particular roots perhaps and such as we have never
before witnessed. while at the village of the broken arm we had
recommended a diet of fish or flesh for this man and the cold
bath every morning. we had also given him a few dozes of
creem of tarter and flour of sulpher to be repeated every 3¢ day.
this poor wretch thinks that he feels himself somewhat better
but to me there appears to be no visible alteration. we are at
a loss what to do for this unfortunate man. we gave him a
few drops of Laudanum and a little portable soup. 4 of our
party pased the river and visited the lodge of the éroken Arm
for the purpose of traiding some awls which they had made of
the links of [a] small chain belonging to one of their steel

1 Professor Piper says that Lophanthus urticefolins, Benth., is the only large mint
of this region. The Seneca snake-root (Pelygala senega) has its habitat in the eastern
United States. -— Eb.
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traps, for some roots. they returned in the evening having
been very successfull, they had obtained a good supply of
roots and bread of cows.! this day has proved warmer than
any of the preceeding since we have arrived here.

[Clark:] Saturday 24 %* May 1806

a fine morning the Child was very restless last night its jaw
and back of its neck is much more swelled than it was yester-
day. I gave it a dost of creme of Tarter and a fresh Poltice
of Onions. ordered Shields, Gibson, Drewyer, Crusat, Collins,
and Jo. & rubin Fields to turn out hunting and if possible
cross Collins Creek and hunt towards the guarmask fields.
W. Brattin is yet very low he eats hartily but he is so weak
in the small of his back that he can’t walk. we have made use
of every remedy to restore him without it’s haveing the desired
effect. one of our party, John Shields observed that he had
seen men in similar situations restored by violent swets, and
bratten requested that he might be Swetted in the way Shields
purposed which we agreed to. Shields dug a round hole 4
feet deep & 3 feet Diamuter in which he made a large fire so
as to heet the hole after which the fire was taken out a seet
placed in the hole, the pat[ilent was then set on the seat with
a board under his feet and a can of water handed him to throw
on the bottom & sides of the hole so as to create as greate a
heat as he could bear and the hole covered with blankets sup-
ported by hoops. after about 20 minits the patient was taken
out and put in cold water a few minits, & returned to the hole
in which he was kept about 1 hour. then taken out and
covered with several blankets, which was taken off by degrees
untill he became cool. this remedy took place yesterday and
bratten is walking about to day and is much better than he has
been. at 11 A. M. a canoe came down with the Indian man
who had applyed for medical assistance while we lay at the
broken arms village. this man I had given a flew doses of
Flower of Sulphur & creme of Tarter and derected that he

1 Qur stock of provisions is exhausted, and we have nothing to eat but some
roots, which we get from the natives at a very dear rate. — Gass (p. 317).
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should take the Cold bath every morning. he conceited him-
self a little better than he was at that time. he had lost the
use of all his limbs and his fingers are contracted. We are at
a loss to deturmine what to do for this unfortunate man. I
gave him a fiew drops of Lodmen and some portable Supe as
medisine, 4 of our men crossed the river and went to the
broken arms village and returned in the evening with a supply
of bread and roots which they precured in exchange for Awls
which were made of pieces of a chane. we were visited to day
by the 2 young men who gave Cap' L. and my self a horse
each at the village. those men stayed about two hours and
returned to their village. this day proved to be very worm.

[Lewis:] Sunday May 25% 1806.

It rained the greater part of last night and continued untill
6 A. M. our grass tent is impervious to the rain. the Child
is more unwell than yesterday. we gave it a doze of creem of
tartar which did not operate, we therefore gave it a clyster in
the evening. we caused a sweat to be prepared for the indian
Cheif in the same manner in which Bratton had been sweated,
this we attempted but were unable to succeed, as he was unable
to set up or be supported in the place. we informed the
indians that we knew of no releif for him except sweating him
in their sweat houses and giving him a plenty of the tea of the
horse mint which we shewed them. and that this would prob-
ably not succeed as he had been so long in his present situation.
I am confident that this would be an excellent subject for elec-
tricity and much regret that I have it not in my power to supply
it. Drewyer Labuish and Cruzatte set out this morning to
hunt towards the quawmash grounds if they can possibly pass
Colling’s Creek. Joseph and Reuben Feilds passed the river
in order to hunt on the opposite side some miles above where
the natives inform us there is an abundance of bear and some
deer. Goodrich visited a village about 8 m? above on the
opposite side of the river and returned in the evening; he pro-
cured but few roots, he informed us that there were but 8 per-
sons at home; the others were either hunting, diging roots or
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fishing on Lewis’s river. he saw several salmon in their lodges
which they informed him came from that river these fish were
remarkably fat and fine. Gibson and Shields returned this
evening having killed a Sandhill Crain only they had wounded
a female bear and a deer but got neither of them. Gibson
informed me that the bear had two cubbs one of which was
white and the other as black as jett. four indians remained
with us this evening.

Point of observation N¢ 56,
May 25% 1806.
At our camp on the N. E. side of the Kooskooske river. Observed
equal altitudes of the sun with Sextant.
h m s h m s
A. M. 5. 38. 55 P.M. 1. 17. 5 altitude
n. 40, 20.5. ne 18, 34.5 } 70° . 34'. 0o
. 41I. 49.5. e 20, =—

Observed time and distance of ©®’s and ’s nearest limbs,
©. West, with Sextant.

Time Distance Time Distance
h m 2 h m s h m 8
P. M. 1. 26. 4 102°. 24'.15" P.M. 1. 38. 34 102. 29. 30.
ne 35. 57 n . 28 .15 ve 39. 26 vo. 29, 45.
ne 37. 40 no. 29 . — n. 40. 28 n . 30. T5.

The clouds which had inte[r]fered during this observation _now
obscured boath sun and moon.

[Clark:] Sunday 25% May 1806

rained moderately the greater part of last night and this
morning untill 6 A.M. The child is not so well to day as
yesterday. 1 repeeted the creem of tarter and the onion poltice.
I caused a swet to be prepared for the Ind" in the same hole
which bratten had been swetted in two days past Drewyer
Labiech and Peter crusatt set out hunting towards the quar-
mash grounds if they can cross the Creek which is between
this and that place, which has been the bearrier as yet to our
hunters. Jos. & R Fields crossed the river to hunt on the
opposit side. Goodrich went to the 2° village to purchase
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roots a fiew of which he precured. he informed us that only
8 persons remained in the village, the men were either hunting
on Lewis’s river fishing, & the women out digging roots. he
saw several fresh Salmon which the nativs informed him came
from Lewis’s river and were fat and fine. One of our men
purchased a Bear skin of the nativs which was nearly of a
cream coloured white. this skin which was the skin of an
animal of the middle size of bears together with the defferent
sizes colours &c. of those which have been killed by our hunters
give me a stronger evidence of the various coloured bear of
this country being one species only, than any I have hereto-
fore had. the poil of these bear were infinately longer finer
& thicker than the black bear their tallons also longer &
more blunt as worn by digging roots. the white redish brown
and bey coloured bear I saw together on the Missouri; the
bey & Grizly have been seen and killed together here. for
these were the colours of those which Collins killed on the
14" inst. in short it is not common to find two bear here of
this species precisely of the same colour, and if we were to
attempt to distinguish them by their colours and to denomo-
nate each colour a distinct species we should soon find at least
twenty. the most striking difference between this species of
bear and the common black bear are that the former are large
and have longer tallens, hair, and tushes, prey more on other
animals, do not lie so long or so closely in winter quarters, and
will not climb a tree, tho’ ever so hardly pursued. the vari-
gated bear I believe to be the same here with those of the
Missouri but these are not so ferocious as those on the Mis-
souri perhaps from the circumstance of their being compeled
from the scercity of game in this quarter to live more on roots
and of course not so much in the habit of seizing and devower-
ing liveing animals. the bear here is far from being as passive
as the common black bear, they have atacked and fought our
hunters already but not so fiercely as those of the Missouri.
There are also some of the common black bear in this neigh-
bourhood tho no[t] so common as the other species. we at-
tempted to swet the sick indian but could not suckceed. he
was not able either to set up or be supported in the place pre-
VOL. V,—§ [ 65 ]
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pared for him. I therefore deturmined to inform the nativs
that nothing but sefere [severe] swetts would restore this dis-
abled man, and even that doubtfull in his present situation.
in the evening Shields & gibson returned haveing killed a
sandhill crane only. they saw a female bear, & 2 cubs &
several deer. they shot the bear and a deer both of which made
their escape. Gibson told me that the cubs were of different
colours one jut black and the other of a whiteish colour. 4
indians continue with us, one return to their village to day.

[Lewis:] Monday May 26t% 1806.

Had frequent showers in the course of the last night. Collins,
Shannon and Colter set out to hunt on the high lands some dis-
tance up on the N, E., side of Collins’s Creek. The Clyster given
the Child last evening operated very well. itis clear of fever this
evening and is much better, the swelling is considerably abated
and appears as if it would pass off without coming to a head.
we still continue fresh poltices of onions to the swolen part.
we directed the indians in what manner to treat the difs]eased
Cheif, gave him a few dozes of flour of sulpher and Creem
of tartar & some portable soupe and directed them to take him
home. they seemed unwilling to comply with the latter part
of the injunction for they consumed the day and remained with
us all night. at 1 P. M. Joseph and R. Feilds returned,
accompanyed by Hohastillpilp several other inferior Cheifs and
some young men. These hunters informed us they were
unable to reach the grounds to which they had been directed
in consequence of the debth and rapidity of a large creek which
falls in about 10 M? abovel! they passed Commearp Creck
at about 1-I5 M? and a second creek reather larger at 3 M:?
further. at the distance of 4 M:? up this last creek on their
return they called at a village which our traders have never
yet visited, here they obtained a large quantity of bread and
roots of Cows on very moderate terms. we permitted Serg!
Pryor and four men to pass the river tomorrow morning with

1 The South Fork of the Clearwater, also called American River ; at its mouth is
the town of Stuart, — Ep,
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a view to visit this village we also directed Charbono York
and Lepage to set out early for the same place and procure us
some roots. our meat is again exhausted, we therefore directed
R. Fields to hunt the horse in the morning which the Indians
have given us to kill. one of our men saw a salmon in the
river today. in the afternoon we compleated our canoe and
put her in the water; she appears to answer very well and will
catry about 12 persons. the river still rising fast and snows
of the mountains visibly diminish.

[Clark:] Monday 26*% May 1806

Some small showers of rain last night, and continued cloudy
this morning untill 7 A. M. when it cleared away and became
fair and worm. collins Shannon & Colter set out to hunt on
the high lands to the N E of us towards Collins Creek. The
child something better this morning tho the swelling yet con-
tinue. we still apply the onion poltice. I derected whatshould
be done for the disabled man, gave him a fiew doses of creem
of tarter & flour sulphur, and some portable supe and directed
that he should be taken home & swetted & at 1. P. M.
Joseph & R. Fields returned accompanied by Hohhistillpilt
and an second Chief and 4 men several young men also rode
down on this side. Jo & R Fields informed us that they
were at a village 4 miles up the 2% Creek from this place on
the opposit side above at which place they precured roots on
very reasonable terms. they could not proceed higher up to
hunt as the creeks were too high for them to cross, & we
gave permission to Serj! Pryor and 4 men to cross the river
and trade with nativs of the village the Fields were at yester-
day for roots &° we also directed Shabono & York to pro-
ceed on to the same village and precure some roots for our
selves if possible. one of our men saw a salmon in the river
to day, and two others eat of salmon at the near village which
was brought from Lewis’s river. our canoe finished and put
into the water, it will carry 12 men. the [river] riseing very
fast and snow appear to melt on the mountains.
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[Lewis :] Tuesday May 2.7%* 1806

Early this morning we sent Reubin Feilds in surch of the
horse which the indians had given us to kill. at 10 in the
morning he returned with the horse and we killed and butchered
him ;' he was large and in good order. Hohistillpilp told us
that most of the horses we saw runing at large in this neighbour-
hood belonged to himself and his people, and whenever we
were in want of meat he requested that we would kill any of
them we wished ; this is a piece of liberallity which would do
honour to such as bo[alst of civilization; indeed I doubt
whether there are not a great number of our countrymen who
would see us fast many days before their compassion would
excite them to a similar act of liberallity. Serg! Pryor and the
party ordered to the indian Village set out early this morning.
in the evening he returned with Gibson and Sheilds. the
others remained at the village all night; they brought a good
store of roots and bread. we also sent Serg! ordway and 2
men this morning over to Lewis’s river for salmon, which the
indians inform us may be procured in abundance at that place,
and that it is but half a days ride, nearly south. Drewyer,
Cruzatte, and Labuish returned at 4 P. M. with five deer
which they had killed at some distance up Collins’s Creek on
this side; that stream still continues so high that they could
not pass it. Charbono’s son is much better today, tho’ the
swelling on the side of his neck I beleive will terminate in an
ugly imposthume a little below the ear. the indians were so
anxious that the sick Cheif should be sweated under our in-
spection that they requested we would make a second atte[m]pt
today ; accordingly the hole was somewhat enlarged and his
father a very good looking old man, went into the hole with
him and sustained him in a proper position during the opera-
tion ; we could not make him sweat as copiously as we wished.
after the operation he complained of considerable pain, we gave
him 30 drops of laudanum which soon composed him and he
rested very well. this is at least a strong mark of parental
affection. they all appear extreemly attentive to this sick

1 He was so wild and vicious that we could not manage him, or do anything with
him. — Gass (p. 318).
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man nor do they appear to relax in their asciduity towards him
notwithstand[ing] he has been sick and helpless upwards of
three years.- the Chopunnish appear to be very attentive and
kind to their aged people and treat their women with more
rispect than the nations of the Missouri. There is a speceis
of Burrowing squirel common in these plains which in their
habits somewhat resemble those of the missouri but are a dis-
tinct speceis.' this little animal measures one fo[o]t five and
15 inches from the nose to the extremity of the tail, of which
the tail occupys 2~14 inches only; in the girth it is 11 In.
the body is proportionably long, the neck and legs short; the
ears are short, obtusely pointed, and lie close to the head; the
aperture of the ear is larger proportionably than most animals
which burrow. the eyes are of moderate size, the puple black
and iris of a dark sooty brown. the teeth are like those of the
squirel asis it’s whole contour. the whiskers are full, long and
black ; it also has some long black hairs above the eyes. it
has five toes on each foot; the two inner toes of the fore feet
are remarkably short, and have short blont nails. the remain-
ing toes on those feet are long, black, slightly curved and
sharply pointed. the outer and inner toes of the hind feet
are not short yet they are by no means as long as the three
toes in the center of the foot which are remarkably long but
the nails are not as long as those of the fore feet tho’ of the
same form and colour. the hair of the tail tho’ thickly in-
serted on every part rispects the two sides only. this gives it
a flat appearance and a long oval form. the tips of the hair
which form the outer edges of the tail are white. the base of
the hairs are either black or a fox red. the under disk of the
tail is an iron grey, the upper a redish brown. the lower part
of the jaws, under part of the neck, legs and feet from the
body down and belley are of a light brick red. the nose as
high as the eyes is of a darker brick red. the upper part of
the head neck and body are of a curious brownish grey colour
with a cast of the brick red. the longer hair of these parts
being of a redish white colour at their extremities, fall together
in such manner as to give it the appearance of being speckled

1 Spermaophilus columbianus, first noticed by the explorers in this locality. — Eb.
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at a little distance. these animals form large ascociations as
those of the Missouri, occupying with their burroughs one or
sometimes 200 acres of land. the burrows are seperate and
are each occupyed perhaps by ten or 12 of those animals.
there is a little mound in front of the hole formed of the earth
thrown out of the burrow and frequently there are three or
four distinct holes forming what I term one burrow with their
mouths arround the base of this little mound which seems to
be occupyed as a watch-tower in common by the inhabitants
of those several holes. these mounds are sometimes as much
as 2 feet high and 4 feet in diameter, and are irregularly dis-
tributed over the tract they occupy at the distance of from ten
to thirty or 40 y¥* when you approach a burrow the squir-
rels, one or more, usually set erect on these mounds and make
a kind of shrill whistleing nois, something like zweet, rweet,
tweet, &c. they do not live on grass as those of the missouri
but on roots. one which I examined had in his mouth two
small bulbs of a speceis of grass, which resemble very much
what is sometimes called the grass-nut. the intestins of those
little animals are remarkably large for it’s size. fur short and
very fine. the grass in their villages is not cut down as in
those of the plains of the missouri. I preserved the skins of
several of these animals with the heads feet and legs entire.
The Black woodpecker® which I have frequently mentioned
and which is found in most parts of the roky Mountains as
well as the Western and S. W. mountains, I had never an
opportunity of examining untill a few days since when we
killed and preserved several of them. this bird is about the
size of the lark woodpecker or the turtle dove, tho’ it’s wings
are longer than either of those birds. the beak is black, one
inch long, reather wide at the base, somewhat curved, and sharply
pointed ; the chaps are of equal length. around the base of
the beak including the eye and a small part of the throat is of
a fine crimson red. the neck and as low as the croop in front
is of an iron grey. the belly and breast is a curious mixture
of white and blood reed which has much the appearance of
having been artificially painted or stained of that colour. the

1 Now known as ¢ Lewis's woodpecker®’ (Asyndesmus torquatus), — Ep.
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red reather predominates. the top of the head back, sides,
upper surface of the wings and tail are black, with a g[l]ossey
tint of green in a certain exposure to the light. the under
side of the wings and tail are of a sooty black. it has ten
feathers in the tail, sharply pointed, and those in the centre
reather longest, being 2-14 inches in length. the tongue is
barbed, pointed, and of an elastic cartelaginous substance.
the eye 1s moderately large, puple black and iris of a dark
yellowish brown. this bird in it’s actions when flying resem-
bles the small redheaded woodpecke[r] common to the Atlantic
states; it’s note also somewhat resembles that bird. the
pointed tail seems to assist it in seting with more eas or retain-
ing it its resting position against the perpendicular side of a
tree. the legs and feet are black and covered with wide im-
bricated scales. it has four toes on each foot of which two
are in rear and two in front; the nails are much curved long
and remarkably keen or sharply pointed. it feeds on bugs
worms and a variety of insects.!

{Clark:] Tuesday 277 May 1806

A cloudy morning Serj! Pryor and party set outat 7 A. M.
Serj! Ordway and two men are ordered to cross this river and
proceed on through the plains to Lewis’s [river] and precure
some salmon on that river, and return tomorrow if possible
he set out at 8 A. M. we sent Rub: Field in serch of the
horse which the indians had given us to kill. at 10 A. M. he
returned with the horse and he was killed and butchered ; he
was large and in good order. Hohistillpilp told us that most
of the horses which we saw runing in those plains in this
neighbourhood at large belonged to himself and his people,
and whenever we were in want of meet, he requested that we
would kill any of them we wished ; this is a piece of liberallity
which would do honour to such as bost of civilization. Serjt
Pryor, Gibson & Shields returned from the village with a good

1 In the weather diary for this date (Codex K, p. 147), Lewis wrote : ¢ the
dove is cooing which is the signal as the indians inform us of the approach of
the salmon.”” — Ebp.
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stock of roots and bread. Shabono Lapage & Yourk whome
we had sent to purchase roots for ourselves remained at the
village all night. Drewyer, Labiech & Crusat return at 4
P. M. with § Deer which they had killed at some distance up
Collin’s Creek on this side, that stream still continue so high
that they could not pass it. Shabono’s child is much better
to day ; tho’ the swelling on the side of his neck I believe will
termonate in an ugly imposthume a little below the ear. The
Indians were so anxious that the sick Chief (who has lost the
use of his limbs) should be sweted under our inspection they
requested me to make a 2% attempt to day; accordingly the
hole was enlargened and his father a very good looking old
man performed all the drugery & we could not make him
swet as copously as we wished, being compelled to keep him
erect in the hole by means of cords. after the oppiration he
complained of considerable pain, I gave him 30 drops of
Laudnom which soon composed him and he rested very well.
I observe the strongest marks of parental affection. they all
appear extreemly attentive to this sick man, nor do they appear
to relax in their ascituity towards him notwithstanding he has
been sick and helpless for near 5 years. The Chopunnish
appeare to be very attentive & kind to their aged people and
treat their women with more respect than the nativs on the
Missouri.

There is a Species of Whistleing Squirel common in these
plains which in their habit somewhat resembles those of the
Missouri but are a distinct species. this little animale measures
1 foot § inches & a half from the nose to the extremity of the
tail, of which the tail occupies 2} inches only; in the girth it
is 11 inches the body is perpotionably long, the neck and
legs short; the ears are short, obtusely pointed, and lye close
to the head; the aperture of the ear is larger proportionably
than that [of] most animals which burrow. the eyes are of
moderate size, the puple black and iris of a dark dusky brown.
the teeth are like those of the squirel as is it’s whole contour.
the whiskers are full, long and black; it has also some long
black hars above the eye. it has five toes on each foot; the
2 inner toes of the fore feet are remarkably short, and have
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short blunt nails. the remaining toes on these feet are long
slightly curved, black and sharply pointed. the outer and
inner toes of the hind feet are not short yet they are by no
means as long as the three toes in the center of the foot which
are remarkably long but the nails are not as long as those of
the fore feet tho’ of the same form and colour. the hars of the
tail tho thickly inserted on every part respects the two sides
only. this givs it a flat appearance and a long oval form.
the tips of the hair which forms the outer edges of the tail are
white. the bace of the hair are either black or a fox red. the
under disk of the tail is an iron gray, the upper a redish
brown. the lower part of the jaws, under part of the neck, legs
and feet from the body down and belly are of a light brick
red. the nose as high as the eyes is of a darker brick red.
the upper part of the head neck and body are of a curious
brownish gray colour with a cast of the brick red. the longer
hairs of these parts being of a redish white colour at their
extremities fall together in such a manner as to give it the
appearance of being spekled at a little distance. these animals
form large asco[i]ations as those of the Missouri, occupying
with their burroughs one or sometimes 200 acres of Land.
the burrows are seperate and are each occupyed perhaps by
10 or 12 of those animals. there is a little mound in front of
the hole formed of the earth thrown out of the burrow and
frequently there are three or four distinct holes forming what
I call one burrow, around the base of the mound, which seams
to be occupied as a watch tower in common by the inhabitents
of those several holes. these mounds are sometimes as much
as 2 feet high, and 4 feet in diameter, and are irregularly dis-
tributed over the tract they occupy at the distance of from ten
to 30 or forty yards. When you approach a burrow the
Squirels one, or more, usially set erect on their mounds and
make a kind of shrill whistleing nois, something like rwee,
tweet, tweet &c. they do not live on grass as those of the
Missouri but on roots. one which I examoned had in his
mouth two small bulbs of a species of grass, which resembles
very much what is sometimes called the Grass Nut. the
intestins of these little animals are remarkably large for it’s
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size ; fur short and very fine. the grass in their village is not
cut down as in these of the plains of the Missouri. I pre-
served the skins of several of these animals with the heads feet
and legs entire. The Black Wood pecker which is found in
most parts of the rocky mountains as well as the western and
S W. mountains, I had never [had] an oppertunity of examine-
ing, untill a fiew days since when we killed and preserved several
of them. this bird is about the size of the lark woodpecker or
the turtle dove, tho’ it’s wings are longer than either of these
birds. the beak is black, one inch long reather wide at the
base, somewhat cirved, and sharply pointed; the chaps are
of equal length. around the bace of the beak including the
eye and a small part of the throat is of a crimson red. the
neck and as low as the croop in front is of an iron gray.
the belly and breast is of a curious mixture of white and blood
red which has much the appearance of haveing been artificially
painted or stained of that colour, the red reather prodominates.
the top of the head, back, sides, upper surface of the wings
and tail are black, the under side of the wings and tail are
black. it has ten feathers in the tail, sharply pointed, and
those in the center reather longest, being 2 14 inches in length.
the tongue is barbed, pointed, and of an elastic cartalaginous
substance. the eye is moderately large, puple black and iris
of a dark yellowish brown. this bird in it’s actions when flying
resemble the small redish woodpecker common to the atlantic
states ; it’s note also somewhat resembles that bird. the
pointed tail seems to assist it in sitting with more ease or re-
taining it, in it’s resting position against the perpendicular side
of a tree. the legs and feet are black, and covered with im-
bricated scales. it has four toes on each foot, of which two are
in rear and two in front; the nails are much curved long and
remarkably keen or sharply pointed. it feeds on bugs, worms
and a variety of insects.

[Lewis:] Wednesday May 28% 1806

We sent Goodrich to the village of the é&roken arm this
morning he returned in the evening with some roots bread and
a parsel of goats-hair for making our saddle pads. Reubin
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and Joseph Feilds set out this morning to hunt high up on
a creek which discharges itself into this river about 8 miles
above us. at Noon Charbono, York and Lapage returned,
they had obtained four bags of the dryed roots of Cows and
some bread. in the evening Collins Shannon and Colter
returned with eight deer. they had fortunately discovered a
ford on Collin’s Creek where they were enabled to pass it with
their horses and had hunted at the quawmash ground where
we first met with the Chopunnish last fall. deer were very
abundant they informed us, but there were not many bear.
The sick Cheif was much better this morning he can use his
hands and arms and seems much pleased with the prospect of
recovering, he says he feels much better than he has for a
great number of months. I sincerely wish these sweats may
restore him; we have consented that he should still remain
with us and repeat these sweats. he set up a great proportion
of the day. The Child is also better, he is free of fever, the
imposthume is not so large but seems to be advancing to
maturity. since my arrival here I have killed several birds of
the corvus genus of a kind found only in the rocky mountains
and their neighbourhood.!? 1 first met with this bird above the
three forks of the Missouri and saw them on the hights of the
rocky Mountains but never before had an opportunity of ex-
amining them closely. the small corvus discribed at Fort Clat-
sop is a different speceis, tho’ untill now I had taken it to be
the same, this is much larger and has a loud squawling note
something like the mewing of a cat. the beak of this bird is
1-14 inches long, is proportionably large, black and of the form
which characterizes this genus. the upper exceeds the under
chap a little.  the head and neck are also proportionably large.
the eye full and reather prominent, the iris dark brown and
puple black. itis about the size and somewhat the form of
the Jaybird tho reather rounder or more full in the body. the
tail is four and a half inches in length, composed of 12 feathers
nearly of the same length. the head neck and body of this

1 The American nutcracker (Picicorwus columbianus), discovered by Lewis and
Clark, in August, 1805, The ¢ small corvus™’ is a jay (Perisorens canadensis capi-
talis). — Ep.

[751

Awerican Journeys — www.americanjourneys.org



LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS [May 28

bird are of a dove colour. the wings are black except the
extremities of six large f[eJathers occupying the middle joint
of the wing which are white. the under disk of the wing is
not of the shining or gi{l]ossy black which marks its upper
surface. the two feathers in the center of the tail are black as
are the two adjacent feathers for half their width the ballance
are of a pure white. the feet and legs are black and imbricated
with wide scales. the nails are black and remarkably long and
sharp, also much curved. it has four toes on each foot of
which one is in the rear and three in front. the toes are long
particularly that in the rear. This bird feeds on the seed of
the pine and also on insects. it resides in the rocky mountains
at all seasons of the year, and in many parts is the only bird
to be found. our hunters brought us a large hooting Owl
which differs considerably from those of the Atlantic States
which are also common here. the plumage of this owl is an
uniform mixture of dark yellowish brown and white, in which
the dark brown predominates. 1it’s colour may be properly
termed a dark iron grey., the plumage is very long and re-
markably silky and soft. these have not the long feathers on
the head which give it the appearance of ears or horns. the
feathers of the head are long narrow and closely set, they rise
upwright nearly to the extremity and then are bent back sud-
denly as iff curled. a kind of ruff of these feathers incircle the
th{rJoat. The head has a flat appearance being broadest before
and behind and is 1 foot 10 If in circumference. incircling the
eyes and extending from them like rays from the center a tissue
of open hairy long feathers are placed of a light grey colour,
these conceal the ears which are very large and are placed close
to the eyes behind and extending below them. These feathers
meet over the beak which they nearly conceal and form the
face of the owl. they eyes are remarkably large and prominent,
the iris of a pale goald colour and iris [sec. pupil] circular and
of a deep sea green. the beak is short and wide at its base.
the upper chap is much curved at the extremity and comes
down over and in front of the under chap. this bird is about
the size of the largest hooting Owl. the tail is composed of
eleven feathers, of which those in the center are reather the
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longest. it is booted to the extremity of the toes, of which it
has four on each foot, one in the rear one on the outer side
and two in front. the toes are short particularly that in the
rear, but are all armed with long keen curved nails of a dark
brown colour. the beak is white and nostrils circular large and
unconnected. the habits and note of this owl is much that of
the common large hooting owl.!

[Clark:] Wednesday May 287 1806

We sent Goodrich to the village of the droken arm for hair
to stuff saddle pads. Jo. & R. Fields set out this morning to
hunt towards the mountains. at noon Shabono York and
Lapage returned, they had obtained 4 bags of the dried roots
of Cowse and some bread. in the evening Collins, Shannon
& Colter returned with 8 deer. they fortunately discovered a
ford on Collin’s Creek where they were enable[d] to pass it
with there horses and had hunted at the quawmash Grounds
where we first met with the Chopunnish last fall. deer were
very abundant they informed us, but there was not many bear.
The Sick Chief is much better this morning he can use his
hands and arms and seems much pleased with the prospects of
recovering, he says he feels much better than he has done for
a great number of months. 1 sincerly wish that the swetts may
restore him. I have consented to repeet the sweets. The
Country along the rocky mountains for several hundred miles
in length and about 5o in width is leavel extremely fertile and
in many parts covered with a tall and opulent growth of the
long leafed pine. near the watercourses the hills are lofty tho’
[they] are covered with a good soil and not remarkably stoney
and possess more timber than the leavel country. the bottom
lands on the water courses are reather narrow and confined tho’
fertile and seldom inundated. this country would form an
extensive settlement; the climate appears quit[e] as mild as
that of a similar latitude on the Atlantic Coast; & it cannot

1 The great gray owl (Scotiaptex cinerea, also known as Syraium cinereum), dis-
covered by the explorers. — Eb.
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be otherwise than healthy; it possesses a fine dry pure air. the
grass and maney plants are now upwards of knee high. I have
no doubt that this tract of country if cultivated would produce
in great abundance every article esentially necessary to the
comfort and subsistence of civillized man. to it’s present
inhabitents nature seems to have dealt with a liberal hand, for
she has distributed a great variety of esculent plants over the
face of the country which furnish them a plentiful store of
provisions; those are acquired [with] but little toil ; and when
prepared after the method of the nativs afford not only a nutri-
cious but an agreeable food. among other roots those called
by them the Quawmash and Cows are esteemed the most agree-
able and valuable as they are also the most abundant in those
high plains.

The Cows is a knobbed root of an irregularly rounded form
not unlike the ginsang in form and consistance, this root they
collect, rub off a thin black rhind which covers it and pound-
ing it exposes it in cakes to the sun. these cakes are about an
inch and If thick and 6 by 18 in width, when dry they either
eat this bread alone without any further preperation, or boil it
and make a thick muscilage; the latter is most common &
much the most agreeable. the flower of this root is not very
unlike the ginsang. this root they collect as early as the snow
disappears in the Spring, and continues to collect it untill the
Quawmash supplies it’s place which happins about the Middle
of June. the quawmash is also collected for a fiew weeks after
it first makes it’s appearance in the Spring, but when the scape
appears it is no longer fit for use untill the seed are ripe which
happens about the time just mentioned, and then the Cows
declines. the Cows [quawmash ?] is also frequently dried in
the sun and pounded afterwards and used in thickening supe
and makeing Mush.

The Chopunnish held a council in the morning of the 12%
among themselves in respect to the Subject on which we had
spoken to them the day before,! the result as we learnt was
favourable, they placed confidence in the information they
had recived and resolved to pursue our advice. after this

1 See Lewis’s journal, p. 19, ante. — EbD.
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council was over the principal chief or the &roken arm, took the
flour of the roots of Cows and thickened the Soup in the
Kittles and baskets of all his people, this being ended he
made a harangue the purpote of which was makeing known
the deliberations of their councils and impressing the necessity
of unanimity among them, and a strict attention to the resolu-
tion which had been agreed on in councell ; he concluded by
enviting all such men as had resolved to abide by the decree
of the councill to come and eat, and requested such as would
not be so bound to show themselves by not partakeing of the
feast. I was told by one of our men who was present in the
house, that there was not a decenting voice on this great national
question, but all swallowed their objections if any they had,
very cheerfully with their mush. dureing the time of this loud
animated harangue of the Chief the women cryed wrung their
hands, tore their hair and appeared to be in the utmost distress.
after this cerimoney was over, the Chiefs and considerate men
came in a body to where we were seated at a little distance
from our tent, and two young men at the instance of the nation
presented Cap® L.. and myself each a fine horse. and informed
us that they had listened with attention to what we had said
and were resolved to pursue our counsels &c. that as we had
not seen the Black foot Indians and the Menetarees of Fort
dePrarie they did not think it safe to venter over to the plains
of the Missouri, where they would fondly go provided those
nations would not kill them. that when we had established a
tradeing house on the Missouri as we had promised they would
come over and trade for arms amunition &ec. and live about us.
that it would give them much pleasure to be at peace with
those nations altho’ they had shed much of their blood. They
said that they were pore but their hearts were good. we might
be assured of their sincerety Some of their brave men would
go over with us to the Missouri and bring them the news as
we wished, and if we could make a peace between themselves
and their enimies on the other side of the mountains their
nation would go over to the Missouri in the latter end of the
summer. on the subject of one of their chiefs accompanying
us to the land of the White men they could not yet determine,
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but that they would let us know before we left them. that the
Snow was yet so deep in the mountains that if we attempted
to pass, we would certainly perish, and advised us to remain
untill after the next full moon when the snow would disappear
on the South hill sides and we would find grass for our horses.
Shabonos child is better this day than he was yesterday. heis
free from fever. the imposthume is not so large but seems to
be advanceing to meturity.

[Lewis:] Thursday May 29" 1806.

No movement of the party today worthy of notice. we have
once more a good stock of meat and roots. Bratton is recov-
ering his strength very fast; the Child and the Indian Cheif
are also on the recovery. the cheif has much more uce of his
hands and arms. he washed his face himself today which he
has been unable to do previously for more than twelve months.
we would have repeated the sweat today had [it] not been
cloudy and frequently rainy, a speceis of Lizzard called by
the French engages prarie buffaloe are native of these plains
as well as of those of the Missouri. I have called them the
horned Lizzard. they are about the size and a good deel of
the figure of the common black lizzard. but their bellies are
broader, the tail shorter and their action much slower; they
crawl much like the toad. they are of a brown colour with
yellowish and yellowish brown spots. it is covered with
minute scales intermixed with little horny prosesses like blont
prickles on the upper surface of the body. the belly and
throat is more like the frog and are of a light yelowish brown
colour. arround the edge of the belley is regularly set with
little horney projections which give to these edges a serrate
figure the eye is small and of a dark colour. above and
behind the eyes there are several projections of the bone
which being armed at their extremities with a firm black
substance has the appearance of horns sprouting out from the
head. this part has induced me to distinguish it by the appel-
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lation of the Aorned Lizzard.' 1 cannot conceive how the
engages ever assimilated this animal with the buffaloe for there
is not greater analogy than between the horse and the frog.
this animal is found in greatest numbers in the sandy open
parts of the plains, and appear in great abundance after a
shower of rain; they are sometimes found basking in the sun-
shine but conceal themselves in little holes in the earth much
the greater proportion of their time. they are numerous about
the falls of the Missouri and in the plains through which we
past lately above the Wallahwallahs. The Choke Cherry has
been in blume since the 207 inst. it is a simple branching
ascending stem. the cortex smooth and of a dark brown with
a redish cast. the leaf is scattered petiolate oval accute at its
apex finely serrate smooth and of an ordinary green. from 2-13
to 3 inches in length and 1-34 to 2 in width. the peduncles
are cilindric common and from 4 to 5 inches in length and are
inserted promiscuously on the twigs of the preceeding years
growth. on the lower portion of the common peduncle are
frequently from 3 to 4 small leaves being the same in form as
those last discribed. other peduncles 14 of an inch in length
are thickly scattered and inserted on all sides of the common
peduncle at wrightangles with it each elivating a single flower,
which has five obtuse short patent white petals with short claws
inserted on the upper edge of the calyx. the calyx is a perianth
including both stamens and germ, one leafed fine cleft entire
simiglobular, inf[e]rior, deciduous. the stamens are upwards
of twenty and are seated on the margin of the flower cup or
what I have called the perianth. the filaments are unequal
in length subulate inflected and superior membranous. the
anthers are equal in number with the filaments, they are very
short oblong & flat, naked and situated at the extremity of the
filaments, is of a yelow colour as is also the pollen. one pis-
tillum. the germen is ovate, smooth, superior, sessile, very
small ; the Style is very short, simple, erect, on the top of the
germen, deciduous. the stigma is simple, flat very short.

1 The horned lizard (Phrynssoma douglasi), often, although erroneously, called
¢< horned frog >* or ¢<horned toad.”> 'The name ¢ prairie buffalo** no doubt arises
from its horns, and the way in which it humps itself when irritated. — Ep,
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[Clark :] Thursday 29% of May 1806

No movement of the party to day worthy of notice. we
have once more a good stock of Meat and roots. Bratten is
recovering his strength very fast. the Child, and the Indian
Cheaf are also on the recovery. the Chief has much more use
of his hands and arms. he washed his face himself today, which
he has not been able to do previously for more than twelve
months past. I would have repeeted the sweat to day had it
not been cloudy and frequently raining. Since my arrival here
I have killed several birds of the Corvus genus of a kind found
only in the rocky mountains and their neighbourhood. I first
met with [this] bird on Jeffersons River, and saw them on the
hights of the rocky Mountains, but never before had an op-
pertunity of examineing them closely. the small corvus di-
scribed at Fort Clatsop is a different Species, tho’ untill now
I had taken it to be the same, this is much larger and has a
loud squaling note something like the mewing of a cat. the
beak of this bird is 1345 incles long, is proportionably large,
black and of the form which characterize this genus. the
upper exceeds the under chap a little. the head and neck are
also proportionably large, the eyes full and reather prominant,
the iris dark brown and purple black. it is about the size and
somewhat the form of the jaybird, tho’ reather rounder and
more full in the body. the tail is four and a half inches in
length, composed of 12 feathers nearly of the same length.
the head, neck and body of this bird is of a dove colour.
the wings are black except the extremities of six large feathers
occupying the middle joint of the wings which are white. the
under disk of the wings are not of the shineing or glossy black
which mark it’s upper surface. the two feathers in the center
of the tail are black as are the two adjacent feathers for half
their wedth, the ballance are of a pure white. the feet and
legs are black, and imbricated with wide scales, the nails are
black and remarkably long and sharp, also much curved, it
has four toes on each foot of which one is in the rear and 3 in
front. the toes are long particular[ly] that in the rear. this
bird feeds on the seeds of the pine and also on insects. it
resides in the rocky Mountains at all seasons of the year, and
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in many parts is the only bird to be found. a Species of Liz-
zard called by the French engages, Prarie buffaloe are nativs
of these plains as well as those of the Missouri. I have called
them the horned Lizzard. they are about the size and a good
deel the figure of the common black lizzard, but their bellies
are broader, the tail shorter and their action much slower;
they crawl much like the toad. they are of a brown colour
with yellowish and yellowish brown spots. it is covered with
minute scales intermixed with little horney like blunt prickkles
on the upper serface of the body. the belly and throat is
more like the frog, and are of a light yellowish brown colour.
around the edge of the belly is regularly set with little horney
prejections which give to those edges a serrate figure, the eye
is small and of a dark colour. above and behind the eyes there
are several projections of the bone which being armed at their
extremities with a firm black substance has the appearance of
horns sprouting out from the head. this part has induced me to
distinguish it by the appellation of the Horned Lizzard 1 can-
not conceive how the engagees ever assimilated this animal with
the Buffalow for there is not grater anology than between the
Horse and the frog. this Animal is found in greatest numbers
in the sandy open parts of the plains, and appear in great
abundance after a rain; they are sometimes found basking
in the sunshine but conceal themselves in little holes under
the tufts of grass or herbs much the greater proportion of their
time. they are noumerous about the Falls of Missouri, and in
the plains through which we passed lately above the Falls of
Columbia.

The Choke Cherry has been in blume since the 207 inst.
it is a simple branching ascending stem, the cortex smooth and
of a dark brown with a redish cast. the leaf is scattered peti-
olate oval accute at it’s apex finely serated smooth and of an
ordinary green, from 215 to 3 inches in length and from 134
to 2 in width. the peduncles cilindric and common from 4 to
5 inches in length and are inserted promiscuisly on the twigs
of the proceeding years growth. on the lower portion of the
common peduncle are frequently from 3 to 4 small leaves,
being the same in form as those last discribed. other pe-
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duncles 14 of an inch in length are scattered and thickly
inserted on all side of the common peduncle at right-angles
with it, each elivateing a single flower, which has five obtuse
short patent white petals with short claws incerted on the
upper edge of the calyx. the calyx is a perianth including
both stemes & germ, one leafed five cleft entire, semi globular.,
the stamons are upwards of twenty and are seated on the mar-
gin of the flower cup or what I have called the perianth. the
filaments are unequal in length subulate inflected and superior
membranous. the anthers are equal in number with the fila-
ments, they are very short oblong and flat, naked and situated
at the extremity of the filaments. is of a yellowish colour as
is also the pollen. one pistillum. the germin is ovate, smooth,
superior, sessile, very small; the style is very short, simple,
erect, on the top of the germen deciduous. the stigma is
simple, flat very short. This shrub rises to the hight of
from 6 to 8 feet generally but sometimes [in] rich situations
much higher. it is not confined to any particular situation.
Capt. L—s met with a singular plant in blume of which we
preserved a specimen. it grows on the steep fertile hill sides
near this place the radix is fibrous, not much branched, an-
nual, wo[o]dy, white and nearly smooth. the stem is simple
branching ascending 224 feet high. celindric, villose and of a
pale red colour. the branches are but fiew and those near it’s
upper extremity. the extremities of the branches are flexable
and are bent down near their extremities with the weight of the
flowers. the leaf is sessile, scattered thinly, nearly lineor tho’
somewhat widest in the middle, two inches in length, abso-
lutely entire, villose, obtusely pointed and of an ordinary
green. above each leaf a small short branch protrudes, sup-
porting a tissue of four or five small leaves of the same
appearance of those discribed. a leaf is placed under neath
each branch and each flower. the calyx is one flowered
Spatha. the corolla superior, consists of four pale perple petals
which are tripartite, the centeral lobe largest and all termi-
nate obtusely ; they are inserted with a long and narrow claw
on the top of the germ, are long, smooth and deciduous. there
are two distinct sets of stamens the first or principal consists of
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four, the filaments [of ] which are capillary, erect, inserted on
the top of the germ alternately with the petals, equal short,
membranus ; the anthers are also four each being elivated with
it’s fillaments, they are reather flat, erect sessile, cohering to the
base, membranous, longitudinally furrowed, twise as long as the
fillament naked, and of a pale purple colour, the second set
of stamens are very minute, are also four and placed within and
opposit to the petals, those are scercely preceptable while the
first are large & conspicious, the fillaments are capillary equal,
very short white and smooth. the anthers are four, oblong,
beaked, erect cohering at the base, memb[rjanous, shorter
than the fillaments, white naked and appear not to form
pollen, there is one pistillum; the germ of which is also
one, celindric, villous, inferior, sessile, as long as the first
stamuns, and grooved. the single style and stigma form a
perfect monopetallous corolla only with this difference that
the style which elivates the stigma or limb is not a tube but
solid tho’ it's outer appearance is that of a tube of a mono-
petallous corolla swelling as it ascends and gliding in such
manner into the limb that it cannot be said where the style
ends or the stigma begins, jointly they are as long as the
corilla, while the limb is four cleft, sauser shaped, and the
margin of the lobes entire and rounded. this has the ap-
pearance of a monopetallous flower growing from the center
of the four petalled corollar which is rendered more conspicu-
ous in consequence of the first being white and the latter of a
pale purple. I regret very much that the seed of this plant
are not ripe as yet and it is probable will not be so dureing our
residence in this neighbourhood. Our Horses maney of them
have become so wild that we cannot take them without the as-
sistance of the indians who are extreemly dextrous in throwing
a rope and takeing them with a noose about the neck; as we
frequently want the use of our horses when we cannot get the
use of the indians to take them, we had a strong pound formed
to day in order to take them at pleasure
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[Lewis:] Friday May 30% 1806

Lapage and Charbono set out to the indian villages early
this morning for the purpose of trading with them for roots;
Serg: Gass was sent this morning to obtain some goats hair to
stuff the padds of our saddles. he ascended the river on this
side and being unable to pass the river opposite to the village
he wished to visit, returned in the evening unsuccessfull. Shan-
non and Collins were permitted to pass the river in order to
trade with the natives and lay in a store of roots and bread for
themselves with their proportion of the merchandize as the
others had done; in landing on the opposite shore the canoe
was driven broad side with the full forse of a very strong cur-
rent against some standing trees and instantly filled with water
and sunk. Potts who was with them is an indifferent swimer,
it was with much difficulty he made the land. they lost three
blankets a blanket coat and their pittance of merchandise. in
our bear state of clothing this was a serious loss.! I sent Serg!
Pryor and a party over with the indian canoe in order to raise
and secure ours but the debth of the water and the strength of
the current baffled every effort. I fear that we have also lost
our canoe. all our invalides are on the recovery. we gave the
sick Cheif a severe sweat today, shortly after which he could
move one of his legs and thyes and work his toes pretty well,
the other leg he can move a little; his fingers and arms seem
to be almost entirely restored. he seems highly delighted with
his recovery. I begin to entertain strong hope of his restora-
tion by these sweats. in the evening Joseph Feild returned in
surch of his horses which had left them last evening and re-
turned to camp. Feilds informed us that himself and his
brother whom he had left at their camp 6 m! distant on Col-
lins creek, had killed 3 deer. The reptiles which I have
observed in this quarter are the Rattlesnake of the speceis di-
scribed on the Missouri, they are abundant in every part of the
country and are the only poisonous snake which we have yet
met with since we left S! Louis. the 2 speceis of snakes of an

1 The loss of these blankets is the greatest which hath happened to any indi-
vidual since we began our voyage, as there arc only three men in the party, who have
more than a blanket apiece. — Gass (p. 319).
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inosent kind already discribed. the common black lizzard, the
horned lizzard, a smal green tree-frog, the smal frog which is
common to our country which sings in the spring of the year,
a large speceis of frog which resorts the water considerably
larger than our bull frog, it’s shape seems to be a medium
between the delicate and lengthy form of our bull frog and
that of our land frog or toad as they are sometimes called in
the U’ States. like the latter their bodies are covered with little
pustles or lumps, elivated above the ordinary surface of the
body; I never heard them make any sound or noise! the
mockerson snake coper head, a number of vipers a variety of
lizzard, the toad bull frog &c. common to the U’ States are
not to be found in this country. most of the insects common
to the U’States are found here. the butterflies, common house
and blowing flies the horse flies, except the goald coloured ear
fly, tho’ in stead of this fly we have a brown coloured fly about
the same size which attatches itself to that part of the horse and
is equally troublesome. the silkworm is also found here. a
great variety of beatles common to the Atlantic states are found
here likewise. except from this order the large cow beatle and
the black beatle usually [c]alled the tumble bug which are not
found here. the hornet, the wasp and yellow wasp or yellow
jacket as they are frequently called are not met with in this
quarter. there is an insect which much resembles the latter
only a vast deel larger which are very numerous particularly
in the rocky mountains on the waters of the Columbia; these
build in the ground where they form a nest like the hornet
with an outer covering to the comb in which they deposit their
eggs and raise their young. the sheets of this comb are at-
tatched to each other as those of the hornets are. their wings
are four of a dark brown colour. the head is black, the body
and abdomen are yellow incircled with transverse rings of black,
they are ferce and sting very severely, we found them trouble-
some in frightening our horses as we passed those mountains.?

1 The horned lizard (Phrynosoma douglasi), small green tree frog (Hyla regilla),
and large frog or toad (Bufo columbiensis) were identified by Coues. The small frog,
which sings in the spring, is not Chorophilus triseriatus, but the only frog of this
region (Rana pretiosa).— C. V. PIPER.

2 A species of wasp, Pespa diabolica. — Ep.
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the honey bee is not found here. the bumble bee is. one of
the men brought me today some onions from the high plain
of a different speceis from those near the borders of the river
as they are also from the shive or small onion noticed below
the falls of the Columbia. these onions were as large as a
nutmeg, they generally grow double on two bulbs connected
by the same tissue of radicles; each bulb has two long linear
flat solid leaves. the peduncle is solid celindric and crowned
with an umbal of from 20 to 30 flowers. this onion is ex-
ceedingly crisp and delicately flavoured indeed I think more
sweet and less strong than any I ever taisted. it is not yet
perfectly in blow, the parts of the flower are not distinct.!

[Clark:] Friday May 30% 1806

ILapage and Shabono set out early this morning to the
Indian Village in order to trade with them for roots; Serj:
Gass was sent this morning to obtain some goats hair to stuff
the pads of our Saddles; he assended the river on this side
and being unable to pass the river to the village he wished to
visit returned in the evening unsucksessfull. Shannon and
Collins were permited to pass the river in order to trade with
the nativs and lay in a store of roots and bread for themselves
with their proportion of the merchendize as others had done;
on landing on the opposit shore the canoe was driven broad
side with the full force of a very strong current against some
Standing trees and instantly filled with water and sunk. Potts
who was with them is an indifferent swimer, it was with difi-
cuelty he made the land. they lost three blankets and a
Blanket Cappo and their pittance of merchindize. in our
bear state of clothing this was a serious loss. I sent Serj
Pryor and a party over in the Indian canoe in order to raise
and secure ours but the debth of the water and the strength
of the current bafled every effort. I fear that we have also.
lost our canoe., all our invalides are on the recovery. we
gave the sick Chief a severe Swes to day, shortly after which
he could move one of his legs and thy’s and work his toes

1 Coues thinks that this was probably Allium tolmiei. — ED.
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pritty well, the other leg he can move a little; his fingers and
arms seem to be almost entirely restored. he seems highly
delighted with his recovery. I begin to entertain strong hope
of his recovering by these sweats. in the evening Joseph
Fields returned in serch of his horses which had left them last
evening and returned to camp. Field informed us that him-
self and his brother whome he had left at their Camp 6 m!
distant on Collins Creek had killed 3 Deer. The reptiles
which I have observed in this quarter are the rattle snake of
the species discribed on the Missouri, they are abundant in
every part of the country and are the only poisonous snake
which we have met with since we left S! Louis. the second
species of snake of an inosent kind already discrib? the common
black Lizzard, the horned Lizzard, a small green tree-frog;
the same frog which is common to our country which sings in
the Spring of the year. a large species of frog which resorts
the water considerably larger than our bull-frog, it’s shape
seems to be a medium between the delicate and lengthy form
of our bullfrogs and that of our land frog or toad as they are
sometimes called in the United States, like the latter their
bodies are covered with little pustles or lumps, elevated above the
ordinary surface of the body; I never heard them make any
sound or noise, the Mockerson Snake or copper head, a
number of vipers, a variety of Lizzards, the toad bullfrog &c.
common to the U. States are not to be found in this country,
Most of the insects common to the U States are found here.
the butterfly, common house and blowing flies, the horse flies,
except the gold coloured ear fly. tho’ in stead of this fly we
have a brown coloured fly about the same size which attatches
itself to that part of the horse and is equally as troublesom.
the silk worm is also found here. a great variety of beatles
common to the atlantic states are seen here likewise. except
from this order the large cow beatle and the black beatle
usially termed tumble bug which are not found here. the
hornet, the wasp and yellow wasp or yellow jacket as they are
frequently called are not met with in this quarter. there is an
insect which much resembles the latter only a vast deel larger
which are very noumerous particular in the Rocky Mountains
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on the waters of the Columbia, those build in the ground
where they form a nest like the hornet with an outer covering
to the comb in which they deposit their eggs and raise their
young. the sheets of this comb are attatched to each other
as those of the hornets are. their wings are four of a dark
brown colour. the head is black, the body and abdomin are
yellow insercled with transverce rings of black, they are firce
and sting very severely ; we found them troublesom in frighten-
ing our horses as we passed through [the] mountains. the
honey bee is not found here. the bumble bee is. one of the
men brought me to day some onions from the high plains of
a different species from those near the borders of the river as
they are also from the shive or small onion noticed below the
Falls of Columbia. these onions were as large as an nutmeg,
they generally grow double or two bulbs connected by the
same tissue of radicles; each bulb has two long line[a]r flat
solid leaves. the pedencle is solid celindric and cround with
an umble of from 20 to 30 flowers. this onion is exceedingly
crisp and delicately flavoured indeed. I think more sweet
and less strong than any I ever tasted, it is not yet perfectly
in blume, the parts of the flower are not distinct.

[Lewis:] Saturday May 311t 1806.

Goodrich and Willard visited the indian Villages this morn-
ing and returned in the evening. Willard brought with him
the dressed skin of a bear which he had purchased for Capt C.
this skin was an uniform pale redish brown colour, the indians
informed us that it was not the Hok-Ahost or white bear. that
it was the Yack-kah. this distinction of the indians induced
us to make further enquiry relative to their opinions of the
several speceis of bear in this country. we produced the
several skins of the bear which we had killed at this place and
one very nearly white which I had purchased. The white, the
deep and pale red grizzle, the dark bro[w]n grizzle, and all
those which had the extremities of the hair of a white or frosty
colour without regard to the colour of the ground of the poil,
they designated Hoh-host and assured us that they were the
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same with the white bear, that they ascosiated together, were
very vicisious, never climbed the trees, and had much longer
nails than the others. the black skins, those which were
black with a number of intire white hairs intermixed, the black
with a white breast, the uniform bey, brown and light redish
brown, they designated the 2dck-k2/; said that they climbed
the trees, had short nails and were not vicious, that they could
pursue them and kill them with safety, they also affirmed that
they were much smaller than the white bear. 1 am disposed
to adopt the Indian distinction with respect to these bear and
consider them two distinct speceis. the white and the Grizzly?
of this neighbourhood are the same of those found on the
upper portion of the Missouri where the other speceis are not,
and that the uniform redish brown black &c. of this neighbour-
hood are a speceis distinct from our black bear and from the
black bear of the Pacific coast which I believe to be the same
with those of the Atlantic coast, and that the common black
bear do not exist here. I had previously observed that the
claws of some of the bear which we had killed here had much
shorter tallons than the variagated or white bear usually have
but supposed that they had woarn them out by scratching up
roots, and these were those which the indians called Yak-kih.
on enquiry I found also that a cub of an uniform redish brown
colour, pup to a female black bear intermixed with entire white
hair had climbed a tree. I think this a distinct speceis from
the common black bear, because we never find the latter of
any other colour than an uniform black, and also that the poil
of this bear is much finer thicker and longer with a greater
proportion of fur mixed with the hair, in other [rlispects
they are much the same. This evening Joseph and R. Feilds
returned with the three deer which they had killed. The
Indians brought us another of our origional Stock of horses ;
there are only two absent now of those horses, and these the
indians inform us our shoshone guide rode back when he

1 The grizzly bear (Ursus Aorribilis or ferox), discovered by Lewis and Clark;
they correctly distinguish it from the black bear (U. americanus) and the closely
allied cinnamon bear (U. cimnamomens), notwithstanding the great range of color-
variation in all three species. — Eb.
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returned. we have sixty five horses at this time, most of
them in excellent order and fine strong active horses.

The Indians pursued a mule deer to the river opposite to
our camp this evening; the deer swam over and one of our
hunters killed it. there being a large party of indians assembled
on this occasion on the opposite side, Hohiast-ill-pilp desired
them to raise our canoe which was sunk on that side of the
river yesterday; they made the attempt but were unable to
effect it.

[Clark:] Saturday May 315 1806

Goodrich and Willard visited the indian village this morn-
ing and returned in the evening Willard brought with him
the dressed skin of a bear which he had purchased for me.
this skin was of a uniform pale redish brown colour, the
indians inform wus that it was not the HoA-kost or white bear,
that it was the 2dck-k2h  this distinction of the indians induced
us to make further enquiry relitive to their oppinions of the
different species of bear in this country. we produced the
several skins of the bear which our hunters had killed at this
place and one very nearly white which Cap' Lewis had pur-
chased. the white, the deep and pale red grizzle, the dark
brown grizzle, and all those that had the extremities of the
hair of a white or frosty colour without regard to the colour
of the ground of the poil, they disignated Ho/-kost and assured
us that they were the same with the white bear, that they
associated together, were very vicisious, never climb the trees,
and had much longer nails than the others. The black skins,
those which were black with a number of entire white hairs
intermixed, the black with a white breast, the uniform bey,
brown and light redish brown, they disignated the Yack-kih;
said that they climb the trees had short nails and were not
viscisious, that they could prosue them and kill them in safty,
they also affirmed that they were much smaller than the white
bear. 1 am disposed to adopt the indians distinction with
respect to these bear and consider them two distinct species.
the white and the Grizzly of this neighbourhood are the same
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as those found on the upper part of the Missouri where the
other species are not, and that the uniform redish brown black
&ec. of this neighbourhood are a species distinct from both
species of our black bear, and from the black bear of the
Pacific Coast which I believe to be the same with those of the
Atlantic Coast, and that the common black bear do not exist
here. I had previously observed that the claws of some of the
bear which we had killed here had much shorter tallons than
the varigated or white bear usially have but supposed that they
had worn them out by scratching out roots, and these were
those which the indians call Yihkidh. on enquiry I found also
that a Cub of a uniform redish brown colour pup to a female
black bear intermixed with entire white hairs, had climbed a
tree. I think this a distinct species from the common black
bear becaus we never find the latter of any other colour than a
uniform black, and also that the poil of this bear is much
finer thicker and longer with a greater proportion of fur mixed
with the hair, in other respects they are much the same.

This evening Joseph and Reuben FKields returned with the
three deer they had killed. The indians brought us another
of our original stock of Horses ; there are only two absent now
of these horses, and these the indians inform us that our
Sho-sho-ne guide rode back when he returned. We have
sixty five horses at this time, most of them in excellent order
and fine strong active horses.

The Indians pursued a mule deer to the river opposit to our
Camp this evening; the deer swam over and one of our
hunters killed it. there being a large party of indians assem-
bled on this occasion on the opposit side with Tin-nack-e-moo-
tolt they attempted to rais our canoe which was sunk on that
side of the river yesterday; they made the attempt but were
unable to effect it.

[Clark:] This [accompanying] Sketch was given by Sundary Indians
of the Chopunnish Nation on the 29" 30" and 31% of May 1806. on
the Flat Head River. Notes From the Chopunish information.!

1 Much confusion exists in the codices, and on the early maps published, regarding
the identity of the rivers here mentioned — unavoidable, of course, as regards the
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The Sket-so-mish Nation reside in 6 villages and are about 70 miles
distant from the Chopunnish Nation & beyond a Mountain which that
river heads in.

The Waytom Lake is 10 days around it, has 2 Islands in it and is 7
days from the Chopunnish, )

The Falls of the Lartow R a little below the Lake is 150 feet nearly
perpendicular or there abouts.

The falls of Clarks river which is only half a days ride from the
latter falls between 4 and 500 feet and leaves a continued Sprey.

The roads which pass up Clarks River from the falls and that which
intersect it from the falls of Lar-tow River are hilly and bad

The Sket-so-mish reside 30 miles up their river. they as well as those
at the falls of Clarks river are in allience with the Big bellies &¢ &¢

The Skeetsomish reside also [o]n the borders of the Wavtom Lake
and on 2 Islands within the Same.

Noze.

The Indians inform us that roads passes in every direction where it is
dotted in the Sketch.

de that a large river waters the country beyond the Mountains to the
S5.W. of the Chopunnish Nation.

d? that the Shoshones reside on the principal fork of Lewis’s river in a
great number of Villages &S a good roade to the buffalow.

[Lewis:]} Sunday Fune 1< 1806.

Yesterday evening Charbono an[d] LaPage returned, having
made a broken voyage. they ascended the river on this side
nearly opposite to a village eight miles above us, here their
led horse which had on him their merchandize, fell into the

explorers, when (as here) they were obliged to rely on information furnished by
the Indians. Clark’s name is now applied to that preat branch of the Columbia
which, first formed by the junction (in western Montana) of the Missoula and Flat-
head rivers, and flowing thence northwest, passes through Lake Pend d’Oreille (the
name of which is also sometimes conferred upon the river), and discharges into the
Columbia just north of the Canadian boundary. From Lake Cceur d’Aléne,
(Waytom, of Clark) the Spokane River takes a more westerly course to the Colum-
bia; and one of its southern tributaries is the Latah (Clark’s ¢¢Lar-tow '’) ; but all
these names of rivers are confused in the text. Apparently, however, the Skitsuish
tribe lived on the Spokane River, and around Lake Cceur d’Aléne. This matter
written by Clark is found on pp. 1, 2 of Codex M, accompanying the Indian map,
here reproduced. See also our atlas volume, No. 43, -—ED,
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1806] ON UPPER KOOSKOOSKE

river from the side of a steep clift and swam over; they saw
an indian on the opposite side whom they prevailed on to
drive their horse back again to them; in swiming the river
the horse lost a dressed Elkskin of LaPages and several small
articles, & their paint [/ e., vermilion] was destroyed by the
water. here they remained and dryed their articles the
evening of the 30% Ul the indians at the village learning their
errand and not having a canoe, made an attempt [y Jesterday
morning to pass the river to them on a raft with a parsel of
roots and bread in order to trade with them ; the indian raft
struck a rock, upset and lost th[e]ir cargo; the river having
fallen heir to both merchandize and roots, our traders returned
with empty bags. This morning Drewyer accompanyed by
Hohistillpilp set out in surch of two tomahawks of ours which
we have understood were in the possession of certain indians re-
siding at a distance in the plains on the South side of the Koos-
koske; the one is a tomahawk which Cap! C. left at our camp
on Musquetoe Creek and the other was stolen from us while
we lay at the forks of this and the Chopunnish rivers last fall.
Colter and Willard set out this morning on a hunting execurtion
towards the quamash grounds beyond Collins’s Creek. we
begin to feel some anxiety with rispect to Serg! Ordway and
party who were sent to Lewis’s river for salmon; we have
received no inteligence from them since they set out. we
desired Drewyer to make some enquiry after the Twisted hair ;
the old man has not been as good as his word with rispect to
encamping near us, and we fear we shall be at a loss to procure
guides to conduct us by the different routs we wish to pursue
from Traveller’s rest to the waters of the Missouri. I met
with a singular plant today in blume of which 1 preserved a
specemine ; it grows on the steep sides of the fertile hills near
this place, the radix is fibrous, not much branched, annual,
woody, white and nearly smooth. the stem is simple branch-
ing ascending, [2-14 feet high.] celindric, villose and of a pale
red colour. the branches are but few and those near it’s upper
extremity. the extremities of the branches are flexable and
are bent downward near their extremities with the weight of
the flowers. the leaf is sessile, scattered thinly, nearly linear
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LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS  [June1

tho’ somewhat widest in the middle, two inches in length,
absolutely entire, villose, obtusely pointed and of an ordinary
green. above each leaf a small short branch protrudes, sup-
porting a tissue of four or five smaller leaves of the same
appearance with those discribed. a leaf is placed underneath
ea[c]h branch, and each flower. the calyx is a one flowered
spathe. the corolla superior consists of four pale perple petals
which are tripartite, the central lobe largest and all terminate
obtusely ; they are inserted with a long and narrow claw on
the top of the germ, are long, smooth, & deciduous. there
are two distinct sets of stamens the 1% or principal consists of
four, the filaments of which are capillary, erect, inserted on
the top of the germ alternately with the petals, equal, short,
membranous; the anthers are also four each being elivated
with it’s fillament, they are linear and reather flat, erect, sessile,
cohering at the base, membranous, longitudinally furrowed,
twice as long as the fillament naked, and of a pale perple
colour. the second set of stamens are very minute are also
four and placed within and opposite to the petals, these are
scarcely persceptable while the 1% are large and conspicuous;
the filaments are capillary equal, very short, white and smooth.
the anthers are four, oblong, beaked, erect, cohering at the
base, membranous, shorter than the fillaments, white naked
and appear not to form pollen, there is one pistillum; the
germ of which is also one, cilindric, villous, inferior, sessile, as
long as the 1% stamens & marked with 8 longitudinal furrows.
the single style and stigma form a perfict monapetallous corolla
only with this difference, that the style which elivates the stigma
or limb is not a tube but solid tho’ it’s outer appearance is that
of the tube of a monopetallous corolla swelling as it ascends
and gliding in such manner into the limb that it cannot be
said where the style ends, or the stigma begins; jointly they
are as long as the corolla, white, the limb is four cleft, sauser
shaped, and the margins of the lobes entire and rounded. this
has the appearance of a monopetallous flower growing from
the center of a four petalled corollar, which is rendered more
conspicuous in consequence of the 1% being white and the latter
of a pale perple. I regret very much that the seed of this
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1806] ON UPPER KOOSKOOSKE

plant are not yet ripe and it is pro[bajble will not be so during
my residence in this neighbourhood.?

[Clark:] Sunday Fune 15¢ 1806

Late last evening Shabono & Lapage returned haveing made
a broken voyage. they assended the river on this side nearly
opposit to the Village eight miles above us, here their led horse
who had on him their stock of merchindize fell into the river
from the side of a steep clift and swam over, they saw an indian
on the opposit side whome they provaled on to drive their
horse back again to them; in swiming the horse lost a dressed
Elk skin of Lapages and several small articles, and their paint
was distroyed by the water. here they remained and dryed their
articles the evening of the 30% ulto: the indians at the village
learned their errand and not haveing a canoe, made an attempt
yesterday morning made an attempt to pass the river to them
on a raft with a parcel of roots and bread in order to trade
with them; the indian raft struck a rock upset and lost their
cargo; the river haveing swallowed both merchindize & roots,
our traders returned with empty bags. This morning Geo:
Drewyer accompanied by Hohastillpilp set out in serch of two
tomahawks of ours which we have understood were in the pos-
session of certain indians resideing at a distance in the plains
on the South Side of Flat Head river; one is a pipe tomahawk
which Cap L. left at our camp on Musquetor Creek and the
other was stolen from me whilst we lay at the forks of this and
Chopunnish rivers last fall. Colter and Willard set out this
morning on a hunting excurtion towards the quawmash grounds
beyond Colins creek. we begin to feel some anxiety with
respect to Serg! Ordway and party who were sent to Lewis’s
river for salmon; we have receved no intellegence of them
since they set out. we desired Drewyer to make some enquiry
after the Twisted hair ; the old man has not been as good as

1 Both Prof. William T'release, director of the Missouri Botanical Gardens, and
Prof. C. V. Piper, of the Department of Agriculture at Washington, identify this
as the plant named by Pursh Clarkia puichella fiom the specimen preserved by
Lewis. — Ep.
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his word with respect to encamping near us, and we fear we
shall be at a loss to procure guides to conduct us by the differ-
ent routs we wish to pursue from Travillers rest to the waters
of the Missouri.

[Lewis:7 Monday Fune 2°¢ 18086.

M:Neal and York were sent on a trading voyage over the
river this morning. having exhausted all our merchandize we
are obliged to have recourse to every subterfuge in order to
prepare in the most ample manner in our power to meet that
wretched portion of our journy, the Rocky Mountains, where
hungar and cold in their most rigorous forms assail the w[eJaried
traveller ; not any of us have yet forgotten our suffering in
those mountains in September last, and I think it probable we
never shall, Our traders M®Neal and York were furnished
with the buttons which Cap! C. and myself cut off our coats,
some eye water and Basilicon which we made for that purpose
and some Phials and small tin boxes which I had brought out
with Phosphorus. in the evening they returned with about 3
bushels of roots and some bread having made a successfull
voyage, not much less pleasing to us than the return of a good
cargo to an East India Merchant. Collins, Sheilds, R & J.
Feilds and Shannon set out on a hunting excurtion to the
Quawmash grounds on the lower side of Collins’s Creek. our
horses many of them have become so wild that we cannot take
them without the assistance of the Indians who are extreemly
dextrous in throwing a rope and taking them with a noose
about the neck; as we frequently want the use of our horses
when we cannot get the assistance of the indians to take them,
we had a strong pound formed today in order to take them at
pleasure. Drewyer arrived this morning with Neeshnepark-
keeook and Hohaistillpilp who had accompanyed him to the
lodges of the persons who had our tomahawks. he obtained
both the tomahawks principally by the influence of the former
of these Cheifs. the one which had been stolen we prized
most as it was the private property of the late Serg! Floyd and
Cap' C. was desirous of returning it to his friends. the man
who had this tomahawk had purchased it from the Indian that
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had stolen it, and was himself at the moment of their arrival
just expiring. his relations were unwilling to give up the
tomehawk as they intended to bury it with the disceased
owner, but were at length induced to do so for the considera-
tion of a ha[n]dkerchief, two strands of beads, which (Cap C.
sent by) Drewyer gave them and two horses given by the cheifs
to be killed agreeably to their custom at the grave of the dis-
ceased. The bands of the Chopunnish who reside above the
junction of Lewis’s river and the Kooskooske bury their dead
in the earth and place stones on the grave. they also stick
little splinters of wood in betwe[e]n the interstices of the
irregular mass of stone piled on the grave and afterwards cover
the whole with a roof of board or split timber. the custom of
sacreficing horses to the disceased appears to be common to all
the nations of the plains of the Columbia. a wife of Neeshnee-
parkkeeook died some short time since, himself and hir rela-
tions sac[r]eficed 28 hotses to her. The Indians inform us that
there are a plenty of Moos to the S..E. of them on the East
branch [Salmon River] of Lewis’s [Snake] river which they
call Tommanamah R. about Noon Serg! Ordway Frazier and
Wizer returned! with 17 salmon and some roots of cows; the
distance was so great from which they had brought the fish
that most of them were nearly spoiled. these fish were as fat as
any I ever saw; sufficiently so to cook themselves without the
addition of grease; those which were sound were extreemly
delicious ; their flesh is of a fine rose colour with a small ad-
mixture of yellow. these men set out on the 29% ull and
instead of finding the fishing shore at the distance of half a
days ride as we had been informed, they did not reach the
place at which they obtained their fish untill the evening of
the 29 having travelled by their estimate near 70 miles. the
rout they had taken however was not a direct one; the Indians
conducted them in the first instance to the East branch of

1 One of these men got two Spanish dollars from an Indian foran old razor, They
said they got the dollars from about a Snake Indian’s neck, they had killed some time
ago. There are several dollars among these people, which they get in some way.
We suppose the Snake Indians, some of whom do not live very far from New Mexico,
get them from the Spaniards in that quarter. The Snake Indians also get horses from
the Spaniards. — Gass (pp. 320, 321).
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Lewis’s river about 20 miles above its junction with the South
branch, at a distance of about 50 M? where they informed them
they might obtain fish; but on their arrival at that place find-
ing that the salmon had not yet arrived or were not taken, they
were conducted down that river to a fishery a few miles below
the junction of the forks of Lewis’s river about 20 M further,
here with some difficulty and remaining one day they purchased
the salmon which they brought with them. the first 20 M:
of their rout was up Commeip Creek and through a plain open
country, the hills of the creek continued high and broken with
some timber near it’s borders. the ballance of their rout was
th[rJough a high broken mountanous country generally well
timbered 'with pine the soil fertile in this quarter they met with
an abundance of deer and some bighorned animals. the East
fork of Lewis’s river they discribe as one continued rapid about
150 y* wide it’s banks are in most places solid and perpendicu-
lar rocks, which rise to a great hight; it’s hills are mountains
high. on the tops of some of those hills over which they
passed the snow had not entirely disappeared, and the grass
was just springing up. at the fishery on Lewis’s river below the
forks there is a very considerable rapid nearly as great from
the information of Serg' Ordway as the great falls (rapids) of
the Columbia the river 200 y* wide. their common house at
this fishery is built of split timber 150 feet long and 35 feet
wide flat at top. The general course from hence to the forks
of Lewis’s river is a little to the West of south about 45 m?!?
The men at this season resort their fisheries while the women
are employed in collecting roots. both forks of Lewis’s river
above their junction appear to enter a high Mountainous
country. my sick horse being much reduced and apearing to
be in such an agoni of pain that there was no hope of his
recovery I ordered him shot this evening. the other horses
which we casterated are all nearly recovered, and I have no
hesitation in declaring my beleif that the indian method of
gelding is preferable to that practiced by ourselves.

1 This journey is easily traced, and Sergeant Ordway’s party was probably the
first white men upon the lower Salmon River (East Fork of Lewis River). The cafion
of the Salmon is well described. — Ebp.
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[Clark:] Monday Fune 2% 1806

M: Neal and York were sent on a tradeing voyage over the
river this morning. having exhosted all our merchindize we
were obliged to have recourse to every Subterfuge in order to
prepare in the most ample manner in our power to meet that
wretched portion of our journey, the Rocky Mountains, where
hungar and Cold in their most rigorous form assail the waried
traveller ; not any of us have yet forgotten our sufferings in
those mountains in September last, I think it probable we
never shall. Our traders M¢ Neal and York are furnished with
the buttons which Cap* L—. and my self cut off of our coats,
some eye water and Basilicon which we made for that purpose
and some phials of eye water and some tin boxes which Cap
L. had brought from Philadelphia. in the evening they re-
turned with about 3 bushels of roots and some bread haveing
made a suckcessfull voyage, not much less pleasing to us than
the return of a good cargo to an East India merchant.

Shields, Collins, Reuben & Joseph Field & Shannon set out
on a hunting excurtion to the quawmash on the lower side of
Collins Creek & towards the mountains.

Drewyer arived this evening with Neeshneparkkeeook and
Hohashillpilp who had accompanied him to the lodge of the
person who had our tomahawks. he obtained both the toma-
hawks principally by the influence of the former of those
Chiefs. the one which had been stolen we prized most as it
was the private property of the late Serj! Floyd and I was
desirous of returning it to his friends. The man who had this
tomahawk had purchased it from the man who had stolen it,
and was himself at the moment of their arival just expireing.
his relations were unwilling to give up the tomahawk as they
intended to bury it with the deceased owner, but were at length
[induced] to do so for the consideration of a handkerchief, two
strands of beeds, which drewyer gave them and two horses
given by the Chiefs to be Killed agreeable to their custom at
the grave of the deceased. The custom of sacrificeing horses
to the disceased appears to be common to all the nations of the
plains of the Columbia. a Wife of Neeshneeparkkeeook died
some short time sence, himself and her relations sacrificed 28
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horses to her. The Indians inform us that there is a plenty
of Moos to the S. E. of them on the East branch of Lewis’s
river which they call Tommawamah River. about noon Serg*
Ordway Frazier and Wiser returned with 17 salmon and some
roots of the cows; the distance was so great from whence they
brought the fish, that most of them were nearly spoiled. those
fish were as fat as any I ever saw; sufficiently so to cook them-
selves without the addition of Grease or butter ; those which
were sound were extreemly delicious; their flesh is of a fine
rose colour with a small admixture of yellow. these men set
out on the 27% ulto: and in sted of finding the fishing shore at
the distance of half a days ride as we had been informed, they
did not reach the place at which they obtained their fish untill
the evening of the 29 haveing traveled near 7o miles. the
rout they had taken however was not a direct one; the Indians
conducted them in the first instance to the East fork of Lewis’s
river about 10 miles above it’s junction with the South branch,
a distance of about §o miles where they informed them they
might obtain fish ; but on their arival at that place finding that
the Salmon had not arived or were not taken, they were con-
ducted down that river to a fishery a fiew miles below the
junction of the forks of Lewis’s River about 20 miles further,
here they remained one day and with some dificuelty, they
purchased the salmon which they brought with them. the
first 20 m! of their rout was up Commeéap Creek and through
a plain open country, the hills of the creek continued high and
broken with some timber near it’s borders. the ballance of
their rout was through a high broken mountanious country.
generally well timbered with pine the soil fertile. in this
quarter the[y] meet with abundance of deer and some big-
horned Animals. The East fork [Salmon] of Lewis’s river
they discribe as one continued rapid of about 150 yards wide,
it's banks are in most places solid and perpindicular rocks,
which rise to a great hight; it’s hills are mountanious high.
on the top of some of those hills over which they passed, the
snow had not entirely disappeared, and the grass was just spring-
ing up. at the fishery on Lewis’s river below the forks there
is a very considerable rapid, nearly as Great from the informa-
[102]
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tion of Serg' Ordway as the Great falls of the Columbia® the
river 200 yards wide. their common house at this fishery is
built of split timber 1450 feet long and 35 feet in width, flat at
top. the general course from here to the forks of Lewis’s
river is a little to the west of South about 45 m! The men at
this season resort their fisheries while the womin are employed
in collecting roots. both forks above the junction of Lewis’s
river appear to enter a high mountainious country. our horses
are all recovering & I have no hesitation in declareing that I
believe that the Indian method of guilding [is] preferable to
that practised by ourselves.

[Lewis:] Tuesday Fune 3¢ 1806.

Our invalids are all on the recovery; Bratton is much
stronger and can walk about with considerable ease. the
Indian Cheif appears to be gradually recovering the uce of
his limbs, and the child is nearly well; the imposthume on
his neck ‘has in a great measure subsided and left a hard lump
underneath his left ear ; we still continue the application of the
onion poltice. at 2 P. M. The Broken arm and 3 of his
wariors visited us and remained all night. Colter, Jo. Fields
and Willard returned this evening with five deer and one bear
of the brown speceis ; the hair of this was black with a large
white spot on the breast containing a small circular black spot.
to day the Indians dispatched an express over the mountains
to travellers rest or the neighbourhood of that Creek on Clark’s
river in order to learn from the QOote-lash-shoots a band of the
Flatheads who have wintered there, the occurrences that have
taken place on the East side of the mountains during that sea-
son. this is the band which we first met with on that river.
the mountains being practicable for this express we thought it
probable that we could also pass, but the indians informed us
that several of the crecks would yet swim our horses, that
there was no grass and that the roads were extreemly deep
and slipery; they inform us that we may pass conveniently in

1 The falls of the Lewis or Snake below Salmon River are now known as Wild
Goose Rapids, — ErRNEST BROss, managing editor of Portland Oregonian.
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twelve or fourteen days. we have come to a resolution to re-
move from hence to the quawmash grounds beyond Collins’s
creek on the 10" to hunt in that neighbourhood a few days, if
possible lay in a stock of meat and then attempt the mountains
about the middle of this month. I begin to lose all hope of
any dependance on the Salmon as this river will not fall suffi-
ciently to take them before we shall leave it, and as yet I see
no appearance of their runing near the shores as the indians
informed us they would in the course of a few days. I find
that all the salmon which they procure themselves they obtain
on Lewis’s river, and the distance thither is too great for us
to think of sending after them even had we merchandize with
which to purchase.

[Clark:] Tuesday Fune 37% 1806

Our invalids are all on the recovery; bratten is much
stronger and can walk about with considerable ease. the In-
dian chief appears to be gradually recovering the use of his
limbs, and the child is nearly well; the inflomation on his neck
continues but the swelling appears to subside. we still con-
tinue the application of the onion poltice. at 3 P. M. the
broken arm and three wariors visited us and remained all night.
Colter, Jos Fields and Willard returned this evening with five
deer and one bear of the brown species; the hair of this was
black with a large white spot on the breast containing a small
circular black spot. (this species of bear is smaller than our
common black bear) this was a female bear and as our hunters
informed us had cubs last year, this they judged from the length
and size of her tits &c. this bear I am confident is not larger
than the yerlin [yearling] cubs of our country. To day the
Indians dispatched an express over the mountains to Travellers
rest or to the neighbourhood of that creek on Clark’s river in
order to learn from a band of Flat-Heads who inhabit that river
and who have probably wintered on Clarks river near the en-
terance of travellers rest Creek, the occurences which have taken
place on the East side of the mountains dureing the last winter.
this is the band which we first met with on that river. the
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mountains being practicable for this express we thought it
probable that we could also pass, but the Chiefs informs us
that several of the Creek’s would yet swim our horses, that
there was no grass and that the road was extreemly deep and
slipery ; they inform us that we may pass conveniently in
twelve or fourteen days. we have come to a resolution to
remove from hence to the quawmash Grounds beyond Colins
Creek on the 10" to hunt in that neighbourhood a fiew days,
if possible lay in a stock of meat, and then attempt the moun-
tains about the middle of this month. I begin to lose all hope
of any dependance on the Salmon as this river will not fall
sufficiently to take them before we shall leave it, and as yet I
see no appearance of their running near the shore as the in-
dians informed us they would in the course of a fiew days. I
find that all the Salmon which they precure themselves they
obtain on Lewis’s river, and the distance thither is too great
for us to think of sending after them, even had we merchendize
with which to purchase the salmon.

[Lewis:] Wednesday Fune 47 1806.

about noon The 3 Cheifs left us and returned to their vil-
ages. while they were with us we repeated the promises we
had formerly made them and invited them to the Missouri with
us, they declined going untill the latter end of the summer
and said it was there intention to spend the ensuing winter on
the East side of the Rocky mountains. they gave us no posi-
tive answer to a request which we made, that two or three of
their young men should accompany me to the falls of the
Missouri and there wait my return from the upper part of
Maria’s river where it was probable I should meet with some
of the bands of the Minnetares from Fort de Prarie, that in
such case I should indeavor to bring about a good understand-
ing between those indians and themselves, which when effected
they would be informed of it th[rJough the young men thus
sent with me, and that on the contrary should I not be for-
tunate enough to meet with these people nor to prevail on
them to be at peace they would equally be informed through
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those young men, and they might still remain on their guard
with rispect to them untill the whites had it in their power to
give them more effectual relief. The Broken Arm invited us
to his village and said he wished to speak to us before we set
out, and that he had some roots to give us for our journey
over the mountains; Cap! C. promised to visit him as he
wished the day after tomorrow. Sheilds returned this even-
ing from the quawmash grounds with 2 deer which he had
killed.

[Clark:] Wednesday Fune 4% 1806

About noon the 3 chiefs left us and returned to their vil-
lages. While they were with us we repeeted the promises
we had formerly made them and envited them to the Missouri
with us, they declined going untill the latter end of the Sum-
mer, and said it was their intention to spend the insuewing
winter on the East Side of the Rocky Mountains, they gave
us no positive answer to a request which we made, that two or
three of their young men should accompany Cap L. to the falls
of Missouri and there wait his return from the upper part of
Maria’s river where it was probable he should meet with some
of the bands of the Blackfoot Indians and Minitarres of Fort
dePrarie, that in such case Cap' L. would indeavor to bring
about a good understanding between those indians and them-
selves, which when effected they would be informed of it
through the young men thus sent with him. and that on the
contrary should he not be fortunate enough to meet with those
people, nor to provaile on them to be at peace they would
equally be informed through those young men, and they might
still remain on their guard with respect to them, untill the whites
had it more in their power to give them more effectual relief.
I also urged the necessaty of sending one or two of their con-
siderate men to accompany me by way of the Shoshones on
the head of Jeffersons river and about the three forks of the
Missouri which [with] whome there is most probably some of
the Chiefs of those bands of Shoshones with whome they are
at war, and by which means a message [may be] sent to that
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nation & good understanding brought about between the
Shoshones and the Chopunnish Nations which appears to be
the wish of both Nations. The Broken Arm envited us to
his Village and said he wished to speak to us before we set out,
and that he had some roots to give us for our journey over the
mountains; I promised to visit him as he wished the day after
tomorrow. Shields returned this evening from the quawmash
grounds with two Deer which he had killed.

[Lewis 7] Thursday Fune 5% 1806

Colter and Bratton were permitted to visit the indian villages
to day for the purpose of trading for roots and bread, they were
fortunate and made a good return. we gave the indian cheif
another sweat today, continuing it as long as he could possibly
bear it; in the evening he was very languid but appeared still
to improve in the use of his limbs. the child is recovering
fast the inflamation has subsided intirely, we discontinued the
poltice, and applyed a plaster of basilicon ; the part is still con-
siderably swolen and hard. in the evening R. Feilds Shannon
and Labuish return from the chaise and brought with them five
deer and a brown bear. among the grasses of this country I
observe a large speceis which grows in moist situations ; it rises
to the hight of eight or ten feet, the culm is jointed, hollow,
smooth, as large as a goos quill and more firm than ordinary
grasses ; the leaf is linnear broad and rough; it has much the
appearance of the maden cain as it is called in the state of
Ge[o]rgia, and retains its virdure untill late in the fall. this
grass propegates principally by the root which is horizontal and
perennial.  a second speceis grows in tussucks and rises to the
hight of six or eight feet; it seems to delight in the soil of the
river bottoms which possess a greater mixture of sand than
the hills in this neighbourhood. this is also a harsh course
grass; it appears to be the same which is called the Corn grass
in the Southern states, and the foxtail in Virginia. a third
speceis resembles the cheet, tho’ the horses feed on it very
freely. a fourth and most prevalent speceis is a grass which
appears to be the same called the blue grass common to many
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parts of the United States; it is common to the bottom as
well as to the uplands, is now seeding and is from g inches to
2 feet high; it affords an excellent pasture for horses and ap-
pears to bear the frosts and snow better than any grass in our
country ; I therefore regret very much that the seed will not
be ripe before our probable departure. this is a fine soft grass
and would no doubt make excellent hay if cultivated.! I do
not find the greensweard here which we met with on the lower
part of the Columbia. there are also several speceis of the
wild rye to be met with in the praries. among the plants and
shrubs common to our cofu]ntry I observe here the seven
bark, wild rose, vining honey sickle, sweet willow, red willow,
longleafed pine, Cattail or cooper’s flag, lamsquarter, straw-
berry, raspberry, tonge grass, musterd, tanzy, sinquefeild
[cinquefoil ], horsemint, coltsfoot, green plantin, cansar weed,
[cancerwort] elder, shoemate and several of the pea blume
flowering plants.®

Observed equal Altitudes of the sun with Sextant,

h m 8 h m 8
A M. 3. Z; 13 P.M. 11. 39. 37 } Altitude
e . 39.5 1. 47X 7 o T
v 1O. 5 We 42, 31 62°. 46'. 30"
Observed ©’s Magnetic Azimuth with Circumferenter &c.
Time by Crot? Azimuth Altd of ©®’s U. L. with Sextant
h m s
P.M. 1r1. 53 27 S. 76°. W, 58°. 467, 15"
noon 11. 59. 59 S, 77, W 56 . 24 . —
[Clark :7] Thursday Fune 5% 1806.

Colter and Bratten were permitted to visit the Indian Vil-
lage to day for the purpose of tradeing for roots and bread,
they were fortunate and made a good return. We gave the
Indian Chief another sweat to-day, continuing it as long as he

1 The first species of grass has not been identified ; the second is Elymus carden-
satus; the third is Bromus marginatus; and the fourth Poa sandbergii, Vasey. —
C. V. PrpER.

2 Of those not elsewhere identified, the cattail flag is Typha latifolia; and the
cinquefoil, Potentilla sp. — C. V. PIPER.
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could bear it, in the evening he was very languid but still
[continued] to improve in the use of his limbs. the Child is
recovereing fast. I applied a plaster of sarve [salve] made
of the rozen of the long leafed pine, Beaswax and Bears oil
mixed, which has subsided the inflomation entirely, the part
is considerably swelled and hard. in the evening Reuben
Fields, G. Shannon, Labiech, & Collins returned from the
chaise and brought with them five deer and a drown Bear.
Among the Grasses of this country I observe a large species
which grows in moist situations; it rises to the hight of eight
or ten feet, the culm is jointed, hollow, smooth, as large as a
goose quill, and more firm than ordinary grass; the leaf is
linner [linear] broad and rough; it has much the appearance
of the meadin cain [maiden cane] as it is called in the Southern
parts of the U’States, and retains it’s virdu[r]e untill late in
the fall. this grass propegates principally by the root which
is horozontal and perennial. a second species grows in tus-
sucks and rises to the hight of six or eight feet; it seams to
delight in the soil of the river bottoms which possess a greater
mixture of sand than the hills in this neighbourhood. this is
also a harsh course grass; it appears to be the same which
is called the corn grass in the southern states, and the Fox-
tail in Virginia. a third species resembles the cheet, tho’ the
horses feed on it very freely. a fou[r]th and most prevalent
species is a grass which appears to be the same called the blue
Grass common to maney parts of the United States; it is com~
mon to the bottoms as well as the uplands, is now seeding and
is from g inches to 2 feet high; it affords an excellent paf[s]-
terage for horses and appears to bear the frost and snow better
than any grass in our country; I therefore regrett very much
that the seed will not be ripe before our probable departure.
this is a fine soft grass and would no doubt make excellent hay
if cultivated. I do not find the greensword here, which we
met with on the lower part of the Columbia. There are also
several species of the wild rye to be met with in the praries.
among the plants and shrubs common to our country I ob-
serve here the seven bark, wild rose, vineing honeysuckle,
sweet willow, red willow, long leafed pine, cattail or coopers
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Flag, Lambsquarter, Strawberries, Raspberries, Gooseberries,
tongue grass, Mustard, tanzy, sinquefield, horse mint, water
penerial [pennyroyal], elder, coalts foot, Green plantin, canser
weed, Shoemate, and several of the pea blume flowering plants.
Frazier who had permission to visit the Twisted Hairs Lodge
at the distance of ten or twelve miles did not return this even-
ing. The river falls in course of the day and rises some at
night as will be seen by the remarks in the Diary of the weather.
this most probably is the melding [melting] of the snows dure-
ing the day &ec.

[Lewis:] Friday Fune 6% 1806

This morning Frazier returned having been in quest of
some roots and bread: which [he] had left at the lodg of the
T'wisted hair when on his way to the fishery on Lewis’s river.
the Twisted hair came with him but I was unable to converse
with him for the want of an interpreter, Drewyer being absent
with Capt. C. This Cheif left me in the evening and returned
to his village. Capt. C. Visited the Broken arm to day agree-
ably to his promise; he took with him Drewyer and several
others. they were received in a friendly manner. The Broken
Arm informed Capt. C. that the nation would not pass the
mountain untill the latter end of the summer, and that with
rispect to the young men whom we had requested should ac-
company us to the falls of the Missouri, [they] were not yet
scelected for that purpose nor could they be so untill there was
a meeting of the nation in counsil. that this would happen in
the course of ten or.twelve days as the whole of the lodges
were about to remove to the head of the Commedp Creek in
the plain near Lewis’s river, that when they had assembled
themselves they would hold a council and scelect the young
men. that if we set out previously to that period the men
would follow us. we therefore do not calculate on any assist-
ance from them as guides, but depend more upon engageing
some of the Ootlashoots in the neighborhood of Travellers
rest C. for that purpose. The broken arm gave Capt. C. a
few dryed Quawmas roots as a great present, but in our estima-
tion those of cows are much better, I am confident they are
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much more healthy. The men who were with Capt. C. ob-
tained a good store of roots and bread in exchange for a
number of little »otions, using the Yanke phrase, with which
their own enginuity had principally furnished them. on ex-
amination we find that our whole party have an ample store of
bread and roots for our voyage, a circumstance not unpleasing.
They returned at § P. M. shortly after which we were visited
by Hohastillpilp the two young Cheifs who gave us the horses
in behalf of the nation some time since and several others, who
remained all night. The Kooskooske is about 150 y® wide at
this place and discharges a vast body of water; notwithstand-
ing it[s] high state the water remains nearly transparent, and it’s
temperature appea[r]s to be quite as cold as that of our best
springs. we meet with a beautifull little bird in this neigh-
bourhood about the size and somewhat the shape of the large
sparrow. it is reather longer in proportion to it’s bulk than
the sparrow. it measures 7 inches from the extremity of the
beek to that of the tail, the latter occupying 2-14 inches. the
beak is reather more than half an inch in length, and is formed
much like the virginia nitingale; it is thick and large for a
bird of it’s size; wide at the base, both chaps convex, and
pointed, the uper exceeds the under chap a little is somewhat
curved and of a brown colour; the lower chap of a greenish
yellow. the eye full reather large and of a black colour both
puple and iris. the plumage is remarkably delicate; that of
the neck and head is of a fine orrange yellow and red, the
latter predominates on the top of the head and arround the
base of the beak from whence it graduly deminishes & towards
the lower part of the neck, the orrange yellow prevails most;
the red has the appearance of being laid over a ground of
yellow. the breast, the sides, rump and some long feathers
which lie between the legs and extend underneath the tail are
of a fine orrange yellow. the tail, back and wings are black,
e[x]cept a small stripe of yellow on the outer part of the
middle joint of the wing, I of an inch wide and an inch in
length. the tail is composed of twelve feathers of which those
in the center are reather shortest, and the plumage of all the
feathers of the tail is longest on that side of the quill next the
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center of the tail. the legs and feet are black, nails long and
sharp; it has four toes on each foot, of which three are for-
ward and one behind ; that behind is as long as the two outer
of the three toes in front.!

Observed equal altitudes of the sun with Sextant.

h m 8 h m 8

A. M. 1.55. 4.5 P.M. 10. 17. 4 } altitude
n. 56. 30 n.e Ig. I2 o , y
W 57. 57 w. 20, 40 ) 64+ 42" 30

Chronometer too slow on M. T. [blank space in MS.]

[Clark:] Friday Fune 67 1806

I visited the Broken Arm to day agreeable to my promis of
the 4% inst and took with me Drewyer & three other men I
was receved in a friendly manner. The broken Arm informed
me that maney of the small chief[s] of the different Bands of
his nation had not heard our word from our own mouths,
several of them were present and was glad to see me &° 1T
repeeted in part what had been said in council before. The
Broken arm told me that the nation would not pass the moun-
tains untill the latter part of the summer, and with respect to
the young men who we had requested to accompany us to the
falls of Missouri, [they] were not yet selected for that purpose
not could they be so untill they had a meeting of the nation in
council. that this would happen in the course of ten or 12
days as the whole of the Lodges were about to move to the
head of Commedp Creek in the Plain of Lewis’s river, that
when they held a council they would select two young men.
that if we set out previously to that time the men would
follow us. we therefore do not calculate [upon] any assist-
ance from them as guides, but depend more upon engaging
some of the Oat-lash-shoots on Clarks river in the neighbour-
hood of Travellers rest C. for that purpose. The Broken
Arm gave me a fiew quawmash roots as a great preasent, but
in my estimation those of Cows is much better. I am con-

1 Coues says that this is the earliest description of the Louisiana tanager (Piranga
Iudoviciana), named by Wilson from a specimen procured by this expedition. — Eb.
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fident they are much more healthy. The Broken Arm in-
formed me that they had latterly been informed that a party
of the Shoshones had arived at the 2%¢-¢-2/ po Nation who
reside to the South of the enterance of Kooskooske into
Lewis’s river, and had informed that people that their nation
(the Shoshones) had received the talk which was given their
relations on the head of the East fork of ILewis’s river last fall,
and were resolved to pursue our councils, and had come fo[r]-
ward for the purpose of makeing peace with them, and allso with
the Chopunnish &c. that they had sent several men in serch
of those people with a view to bring them to Lewis’s river at
which place the Broken Arm informed me he should meet them
and smoke the pipe of peace. which he should afterwards
send by with some of his Chiefs in company with those Sho-
shones to their nation and confirm a piece which never should
be broken on his part. he produced two pipes one of which
he said was as a present to me the other he intended to send
to the Shoshones & and requested me to take one, I receved
the one made in the fas[h]ion of the country, the other which
was of stone curiously inlaid with silver in the common form
which he got from the Shoshones. 1 deckorated the stem of
this pipe with blue ribon and white wampom and informed
the chief this was the emblem of peace with us. The men
who accompanied me obtained a good store of roots and bread
in exchange for a number of little notions, useing the Yanke
phrase, with which their own enginueity had principally fur-
nished them. on examonation we find our whole party have
a sufficient store of bread and roots for our Voyage. a circum-
stance not unpleasing.

I returned at 4 P. M. followed by Hobhastillpilp the 2
young Chiefs who gave us the horses in behalf of the nation
some time sence, the young man who gave us the horse at
Collins Creek to kill as we came up, and several others. 1
met the twisted hair and two other indians with Frazier on
the opposit bank from our Camp this morning & sent him
over to our Camp. I met him this evening on his return
home. he informed me he could not accompany us across the
mountains as his brother was sick & |
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CuarrTeir XXIX

IN THE BITTER ROOT MOUNTAINS

Lewis’s Journal, June 7-July 2, 1806
Clark’s Journal, June 7-July 2

[Lewis:] Saturday Fune 7** 1806

THE two young Cheifs who visited [us] last evening re-

turned to their village on Commeip C. with some others

of the natives. Serg! Gass, M“Neal, Whitehouse and
Goodrich accompanyed them with a view to procure some pack
or lash ropes in exchange for parts of an old sain [seine], fish
giggs, peices of old iron, old files and some bullets. they were
also directed to procure some bags for the purpose of contain-
ing our roots & bread. in the evening they all returned
except Whitehouse and Goodrich who remained all night.
they procured a few strings but no bags. Hohastillpilp passed
the river to day and brought over a horse which he gave
Frazier one of our party who had previously made him a
present of a pair of Canadian shoes or shoe-packs. Drewyer
set out on a hunting excurtion up Collins’s Creek this even-
ing. we wished to leave the deer in the neighbourhood of the
quawmash plains undisturbed untill the 10® when we intend
removing thither to lay in some meat for our voyage over the
Mountains. our party are much engaged in preparing their
saddles arranging their loads provisions &c. for our departure.
There is a speceis of cherry which grows in this neighbourhood
in sitations like the Choke cherry or near the little rivulets and
warter cou[r]ses. it seldom grows in clumps or from the same
cluster of roots as the choke cherry dose. the stem is simple
branching reather diffuse stem the cortex is of a redish dark
brown and reather smooth. the leaf is of the ordinary texture
and colour of those of most cherries, it is petiolate, a long
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oval 1-14 inches in length and 4 inch in width, obtuse, margin
so finely serrate that it is scarcely perseptable & smooth.
the peduncle is common 1 inch in length, branch[ed], pro-
ceeding from the extremities as well as the sides of the
branches, celindric gradually tapering ; the secondary peduncles
are about %% inch in length scattered tho’ proceeding more
from the extremity of the common peduncle and are each
furnished with a small bracted. the parts of fructification are
much like those discribed of the choke cherry except that the
petals are reather longer as is the calix reather deeper. the
cherry appears to be half grown, the stone is begining to be
hard and is in shape somewhat like that of the plumb; it
appears that when ripe it would be as large as the Kentish
cherry, which indeed the growth of the bush somewhat re-
sembles; it rises about 6 or 8 feet high

[Clark :] Saturday 7% Fune 1806.1

The two young cheafs and other Indians who accompanied
them crossed the river and returned to their Village this morn-
ing after brackfast; Sha[rlbono Serg® Gass M¢{Neal, White-
house & Goodrich accompanied them for the purpose of
purchaseing or exchangeing old peces of sane, fish gig, peces
of iron, bullets, and old files and Such articles as they could
raise for ropes and Strings for to lash their loads, and bags to
cary their roots in  Serg! Gass, Sha[r]bono & M*Neal returned
at 2 P.M. haveing precured a String each only. Whitehouse
and Goodrich continued at the Village all night. Hohastillpilp
crossed the river to day and brought over a horse and gave it
to Frazier one of our party who had made him a present
previously of a par of canidian Shoes. one of our men in-
formed me one of the young Chiefs who had given us two
horses already was in Serch of one which he intended to
give to me. George Drewyer Set out on a hunting excurtion
up Collins’s Creek alone. our party are all much engaged in
preparing Sadles and packing up their stores of Provisions &

1 Here begins Codex M, which is Clark’s record of the journey, parallel with
Lewis’s, for the period from June 7 to Aug. 14, 1806.— ED.
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The Flat Head river is about 140 yards wide at this place and
discharges a vast body of water; notwithstanding it’s high
State the water remains nearly transparent, and it’s temperature
appears to be quit[e] as cold as that of our best Springs. we
met with a butifull little bird in this neighbourhood about the
Size and Somewhat the shape of the large Sparrow. it measures
7 inches from the extremity of the beak to that of the tail, the
latter Occupying 21 inches. the beak is reather more than
half an inch in length, and is formed much like the Virginia
Nightingal ; [red #¢] itis thick and large for a bird of it’s
size, wide at the base, both chaps convex, and pointed, the
upper exceeds the under chap a little is Somewhat cirved and
of a'brown colour; the lower chap of a Greenish yellow. the
eye full reather large and of a black colour both puple and
iris. the plumage is remarkably delicate; that of the neck
and head is of a fine orrange yellow and red. the latter pre-
domonates on the top of the head and around the base of the
beak from whence it gradually diminishes towards the lower
part of the Neck, the orringfe] yellow prevails most, the red
has the Appearance of haveing been laid over a ground of
yellow. the breast, the Sides, rump and some long feathers
which lie between the legs [and] extend underneath the tail is
of a fine orrange yellow. the tail, back and wings are black,
except a Small Strip of yellow on the outer part of the Middle
joint of the wing, 4 of an inch wide and an inch in length. the
tail is composed of 12 feathers of which those in the center are
reather Shortest, and the plumage of all the feathers of the tail
is longest on that Side of the quill next to the center of the tail.
the legs and feet are black, nails long and Sharp ; it has four
toes on each foot, of which three are forward and one behind ;
that behind is as long as the two outer of the three toes in front.

Observed equal altitudes of the Sun with Sextent, June the 6t 1806.

h m [s] h m 8

AM. 1. 55 4.5 PM. 10, 17. 48 Altitude
1a 56. 30 e I9. I2 o ’ "
e 57. 57 we 20. 40 ) 64. 42. 30

h m s
Chronometer too slow on M. T. [blank space in MS.]
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[Lewis:] Sunday Fune 8% 1806

Drewyer returned this morning from the chase without hav-
ing killed anything. his ho[r]se left him last night, he pursued
him but did not overtake him untill he had nearly reached our
camp. The sick Cheif is fast on the recovery, he can bear his
weight on his legs, and has acquired a considerable portion of
strength. the child is nearly well; Bratton has so far recov-
ered that we cannot well consider him an invalid any longer,
he has had a tedious illness which he boar with much fortitude
and firmness. The Cutnose visited us today with ten or
twelve warriors ; two of the latter were Y-e-let-pos [ Willetpos]
a band of the Chopunnish nation residing on the South side
of Lewis’s river whom we have not previously seen. the band
with which we have been most conversent call themselves pel-
late-pal-ler.! one of the yeletpos exchanged his horse for an
indifferent one of ours and received a tomahawk to boot; this
tomahawk was one for which Capt. C. had given another in ex-
change with the Clah-clel-1ah Chief at the rapids of the Colum-
bia. we also exchanged two other of our indifferent horses
with unsound backs for much better horses in fine order with-
out any consideration but the horse itself. several foot races
were run this evening between the indians and our men. the
indians are very active ; one of them proved as fleet as Drewyer
and R. Fields, our swiftest runners. when the racing was over
the men divided themselves into two parties and played prison
base, by way of exercise which we wish the men to take previ-
ously to entering the mountain; in short those who are not
hunters have had so little to do that they are geting reather
lazy and slouthfull. after dark we had the violin played and
danced for the amusement of ourselves and the indians. one

1 Probably the Paloos, a Shahaptian tribe. "The Yeletpos (or Willetpos) were
the Waiilatpuan tribe known as Cayuse, who occupied the lower part of the Walla
Walla River, and some adjoining territory on the Columbia. The Narrative of the
Wilkes® exploring expedition of 183842 states (vol iv, p. 422) that Lewis and Clark
presented an American flag to the Cayuse (who were allies of the Wallawalla, but
long hostile to the Shoshoni), calling it a flag of peace. As a result of this, the
allies planted the flag at a trading rendezvous called ¢¢the Grande Ronde,”” and
made a permanent peace with the Shoshoni. 'This last statement is confirmed by
Clark himself ; see his entry for June 23 following this.— Ep.
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of the indians informed us that we could not pass the moun-
tains untill the full of the next moon or about the first of July,
that if we attempted it sooner our horses would be at least three
days travel without food on the top of the mountain; this in-
formation is disagreeable inasmuch as it causes some doubt as
to the time at which it will be most proper for us to set out.
however as we have no time to loose we will wrisk the chanches
and set out as early as the indians generally think it practicable
or the middle of this month.

[Clark:] Sunday Fune 8% 1806

Drewyer returned this morning from the chase without kill-
ing any thing. his horse left him last night and he pro-
sued him near our camp before he cought him. The Sick
Chief is much mended, he can bear his weight on his legs
and recovers strength. the Child has nearly recovered. Tke
Cut nose and ten or 12 came over today to visit us, two of
those were of the tribes from the plains of Lewis’s river
whome we had not before seen; one of those men brought
a horse [for] which I gave a tomahawk which I had exchanged
for with the chief of the Clahclahlah’s Nation below the Great
rapids of Columbia, and [a] broken-down horse which was
not able to cross the mountains. we also exchanged 2 of our
indifferent horses for sound back horses. in the evening sev-
eral foot races were run by the men of our party and the In-
dians; after which our party devided and played at prisoners base
untill night. after dark the fiddle was played and the party
amused themselves in danceing. one of those Indians informed
us that we could not cross the mountains untill the full of the
next moon ; or about the 1% of July. if we attempted it Sooner
our horses would be three days without eating, on the top of
the Mount®™ this information is disagreeable to wus, in as
much as it admits of some doubt, as to the time most proper
for us to Set out. at all events we Shall Set out at or about
the time which the indians Seem to be generally agreed would
be the most proper. about the middle of this month.
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[Lewis:} Monday Fune 97 1806

This morning we had all our horses brought up and in-
deavoured to exchange five or six with the Indians in con-
sequence of their having unsound backs but succeeded in
exchanging one only. Hohastillpilp with several of the na-
tives who visited us yesterday took leave of us and set out
for the plains near Lewis’s river where the nation are about to
assemble themselves. The &roken arm made us a short visit
this morning and took leave of us, being about to set out with
his village today in order to join the nation at their rendezvouz
on Lewis’s R. The Cutnose or Neeshneeparkkeeook borrowed
a horse and rode down the Kooskooske River a few miles this
morning in quest of some young eagles which he intends raising
for the benefit of their feathers; he returned soon after with a
pair of young Eagles of the grey kind ; they were neatly grown
and prety well feathered. in the evening the young Chief who
gave both Capt. C. and myself a horse some time since, came
to our camp with a party of young men and remained all night.
this evening one of our party obtained a very good horse for
an indifferent one by giving the indian an old leather shirt in
addition. we eat the last of our meat yesterday evening and
have lived on roots today. our party seem much elated with
the idea of moving on towards their friends and country, they
all seem allirt in their movements today; they have every
thing in readiness for a move, and notwithstanding the want
of provision have been amusing themselves very merrily today
in runing footraces pitching quites [quoits], prison basse &c.
the river has been falling for several days and is now lower by
near six feet than it has been; this we view as a strong evi-
dence that the great body of snow has left the mountains,
though I do not conceive that we are as yet loosing any time
as the roads is in many parts extreemly steep rocky and must
be dangerous if wet and slippry; a few days will dry the roads
and will also improve the grass.

[Clark:] Monday Fune 9% 1806.

We had all of our horses brought up and attempted to ex-
change our sore back and most indifferent horses with the
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indians for sound back horses, we exchanged one only. Ho-
has[¢]illpilp took his leave of us and Set out for the Plains of
Lewises river, with several of the nativs who Visited us yester-
day. The broken arm came over and continued a fiew minits
with us this morning, and also took his leave of us & set out
with his Village for the plains of Lewis’s river. The Cut nose
borrowed a horse and rode down the flathead river a fiew miles
to take some young Eagles, which he intends to raise for their
feathers. in the evening one of the young Chiefs who had
given both Cap! Lewis and myself a horse came to our camp
accompanied by 10 of his people and continued with us all
night. one of our men exchanged a very indifferent horse for
a very good one. our party exolted with the idea of once
more proceeding on towards their friends and country are
elert in all their movements and amuse themselves by pitch-
ing quates, Prisoners bast running races & The flat head
river is still falling fast and [is] nearly as low as it was at
the time we arrived at this place. this fall of water is what
the nativs have informed us was a proper token for us. when
this river fell the Snows would be sufficiently melted for us to
cross the Mountains. the greater length of time we delayed
after that time, the higher the grass would grow on th[e]
Mountains.

[Lewis:] Tuesday Fune 10™ 1806

This morning we arrose early and had our horses collected
except one of Cruzatt’s and one of Whitehouse’s, which were
not to be found; after a surch of some hours Cruzatt’s horse
was obtained and the indians promised to find the other and
bring it to us at the quawmash flatts where we purpose encamp-
ing a few days. at 11 A. M. we set out with the party each
man being well mounted and a light load on a second horse,
beside which we have several supenemary horses in case of
accedent or the want of provision, we thercfore feel ourselves
perfectly equiped for the mountains. we ascended the river
hills which are very high and about three miles in extent our
course being N. 227 E. thence N. 15.W. 2 m to Collins’s creek.
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thence due North 5§ m. to the Eastern border of the quawmash
flatts where we encamped near the place we first met with the
Chopunnish last fall* the pass of Collins’s Creek was deep
and extreemly difficult tho’ we passed without sustaining further
injury than weting some of our roots and bread. the country
through which we passed is extreemly fertile and generally free
of stone, is well timbered with several speceis of fir, long leafed
pine and larch. the undergrowth is chooke cherry near the
water courses, black alder, a large speceis of redroot now in
blume, a growth which resembles the pappaw in it’s leaf and
which bears a burry with five valves of a deep perple colour,
two speceis of shoemate sevenbark, perple haw, service berry,
goosburry,” wild rose honeysuckle which bears a white berry,
and a speceis of dwarf pine which grows about ten or twelve
feet high. bears a globular formed cone with small scales, the
leaves are about the length and much the appearance of the
common pitch pine having it’s leaves in fassicles of two; in
other rispects they would at a little distance be taken for the
young plants of the long leafed pine.? there are two speceis
of the wild rose both quinqui petallous and of a damask red but
the one is as large as the common red rose of our gardens. 1
observed the apples of this speceis last fall to be more than
triple the size of those of the ordinary wild rose; the stem of
this rose is the same with the other tho’ the leaf is somewhat
larger.* after we encamped this evening we sent out our
hunters; Collins killed a doe on which we suped much to our
satisfaction. we had scarcely reached Collins’s Creek before
we were over taken by a party of Indians who informed us that
they were going to the quawmash flatts to hunt; their object
I beleive is the expectation of b[ejing fed by us in which how-

1 Quamash flats is now known as Weippe Prairie, in Shoshone County, Idaho,
Clark’s first view of this extensive plain was Sept. 20, 1805 ; see vol. iii, pp. 77-87.
ante. — Ep.

2 The redroot is Ceanothus sanguinens, Pursh ; the ¢ growth which resembles the
pappaw '’ is Lonicera inwolucrata, Banks; the two species of sumac are Rhus glabra,
L., and Rhus toxicodendra, L. 5 the service berry is Amelanchier sp. 5 the gooseberry,

Ribes nivenm or cognatum. — C. V. PIiPER.
3 Pinus contortu, Dougl, — C. V. PiPER.
4 Rosa nuthana and R. pisocarpa. — C. V., PIPER.
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ever kind as they have been we must disappoint them at this
moment as it is necessary that we should use all frugallaty as
well as employ every exertion to provide meat for our journey.
they have encamped with us. we find a great number of
burrowing squirels about our camp of which we killed several ;
I eat of them and found them quite as tender and well flavored
as our grey squirel. saw many sand hill crains and some ducks
in the slashey glades about this place.

[Clark :] Turesday Fune 109 1806.

rose early this morning and had all the horses collected
except one of Whitehouses horses which could not be found,
an Indian promised to find the horse and bring him on to us
at the quawmash fields at which place we intend to delay a
fiew days for the laying in some meat by which time we calcu-
late that the Snows will have melted more off the mountains
and the grass raised to a sufficient hight for our horses to live.
we packed up and Set outat 11 A M we set out with the
party each man being well mounted and a light load on a 2¢
horse, besides which we have several supernumary horses in
case of accident or the want of provisions, we therefore feel
ourselves perfectly equiped for the Mountains. we assended
the hills which are very high and about three miles in extent
our course being N.22! E, thence N.15°W 2 Ms: to Collins
Creek. Thence North § Miles to the Eastern boarders of the
Quawmash flatts where we encamped near the place I first met
with the Chopunnish Nation last fall. the pass of Collins
Creek was deep and extreemly difficult tho’ we passed without
sustaining further injury than wetting some of our roots and
bread. The Country through which we passed is extreemly
fertile and generally free from Stone, is well timbered with
several Species of fir, long leafed pine and Larch. the under-
growth is choke cherry near the watercourses, black alder, a
large species of red root now in blume, a Growth which re-
sembles the poppaw in it’s leaf, and which bears a berry with
five valves of a deep purple colour, two species of shoemate,
seven bark, perple haw, service berry, Goose berry, wildrose,
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honey suckle which bears a white berry, and a Species of dwarf
pine which grows about 1o or 12 feet high, bears a globarlar
formed cone with small scales, the leaf is about the length and
much the appearance of the pitch pine haveing it's leaves in
fassicles of two; in other respects they would at a little distance
be taken for the young plants of the long leafed pine. There
are two Species of the wild rose both quinque petallous and of
a damask red, but the one is as large as the common red rose
of our guardens. I observed the apples of these Species last
fall to be more than triple the size of those of the ordinary
wild rose; the stem of this rose is the same with the other tho’
the leaf is somewhat larger. after we encamped this evening
we Sent out our hunters; Collins killed a doe on which we
Suped much to our satisfaction, we had not reached the top
of the river hills before we were overtaken by a party of 8
Indians who informed me that they were gowing to the quaw-
mash flatts to hunt; their object I belive is the expectation of
being fed by us in which however kind as they have been we
must disappoint them at this moment as it is necessary that we
should use all frugallaty as well as employ every exertion to
provide meat for our journey. they have encamped with us.
we find a great number of burrowing squirels about our camp
of which we killed several; I eate of them and found them
quit[e] as tender and well flav® as our grey squirrel. Saw many
sand hill crains and some ducks in the Slashey Glades about
this place.

[ Lewis:] Wednesday Fune 11 1806.

All our hunters were out this morning by daylight; Labuish
and Gibson only proved successfull, the former killed a black
bear of the brown speceis and a very large buck, the latter also
killed a fine fat buck. five of the Indians also turned out and
hunted untill noon, when they returned without having killed
anything ; at three P. M. the[y] left us on their return to
the[i]r villages. previous to their departure one of our men
exchanged an indifferent horse with one of them for a very
good one. in the evening our hunters resumed the chase; as
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game has become scarce and shye near our camp they were
directed to hunt at a greater distance and therefore set out
prepared to remain all night and make a mornings hunt in
grounds not recently frequented. Whitehouse returned this
morning to our camp on the Kooskooske in surch of his horse.
As I have had frequent occasion to mention the plant which
the Chopunnish call quawmash® I shall here give a more par-
ticular description of that plant and the mode of preparing it
for food as practiced by the Chopunnish and others in the
vicinity of the Rocky Mountains with whom it forms much
the greatest portion of their subsistence. we have never met
with this plant but in or adjacent to a piny or fir timbered
country, and there always in the open grounds and glades; in
the Columbian vally and near the coast it is to be found in
small quantities and inferior in size to that found in this neigh-
bourhood and in the high rich flatts and vallees within the
rocky mountains. it delights in a black rich moist soil, and
even grows most luxuriantly where the land remains from 6 to
nine inches under water untill the seed are nearly perfect which
in this neighbourhood or on these flats is about the last of this
month. neare the river where 1 had an opportunity of observ-
ing it the seed were begining to ripen on the g% inst. and the
soil was nearly dry. it seems devoted to it’s particular soil and
situation, and you will seldom find it more than a few feet from
the inundated soil tho’ within it’s limits it grows very closely
in short almost as much so as the bulbs will permit; the radix
is a tunicated bulb, much the consistence shape and appearance
of the onion, glutanous or somewhat slymy when chewed and
almost tasteless and without smell in it’s unprepared state; it
is white except the thin or outer tunicated scales which are few
black and not succulent ; this bulb is from the size of a nutmeg
to that of a hens egg and most commonly of an intermediate
size or about as large as an onion of one years growth from the
seed. the radicles are numerous, reather large, white, flexable,
succulent and diverging. the foliage consists of from one to
four seldom five radicale, linear sessile and revolute pointed

1 The com-mas grows in great abundance in this plain, and at this time looks
beautiful, being in full bloom, with flowers of a pale blue color. — Gass (p. 323).
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leaves; they are from 12 to 18 inches in length and from 1 to
34 of an inch in widest part which is near the middle; the uper
disk is somewhat groved of a pale green and marked it’s whole
length with a number of small longitudinal channels; the under
disk is a deep glossy green and smooth. the leaves sheath the
peduncle and each other as high as the surface of the earth or
about 2 inches; they are more succulent than the grasses and
less so than most of the lillies hyesinths &c. the peduncle is
soletary, proceeds from the root, is columner, smooth leafless
and rises to the hight of 2 or 2-14 feet. it supports from 10
to forty flowers which are each supported by seperate footstalk
of 14 an inch in length scattered without order on the upper
portion of the peduncle. the calix is a partial involucre or
involucret situated at the base of the footstalk of each flower
on the peduncle; it is long thin and begins to decline as soon
as the corolla expands. the corolla consists of six long oval,
obtusly pointed skye blue or water coloured petals, each about
1 inch in length ; the corolla is regular as to the form and size
of the petals but irregular as to their position, five of them are
placed near ech other pointing upward while one stands hori-
zontally or pointing downwards, they are inserted with a short
claw on the extremity of the footstalk at the base of the germ;
the corolla is of course inferior; it is also shriveling, and con-
tinues untill the seeds are perfect. The stamens are perfect,
six in number ; the filaments each elivate an anther, near their
base are flat on the inside and rounded on the outer terminate
in a subulate point, are bowed or bent upwards, inserted on the
inner side and on the base of the claws of the petals, below the
germ, are equal both with rispect to themselves and the corolla,
smooth & membraneous. the Anther is oblong, obtusely
pointed, 2 horned or forked at one end and furrowed longi-
tudinally with four channels, the upper and lower of which
seem almost to divide it into two loabs, incumbent patent,
membranous, very short, naked, two valved and fertile with
pollen, which last is of a yellow colour. the anther in a few
hours after the corolla unfoalds, bursts, discharges it’s pollen
and becomes very minute and shrivled; the above discription
of the anther is therefore to be understood of it at the moment
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of it’s first appearance. the pistilum is only one, of which,
the germ is triangular reather swolen on the sides, smooth
superior, sessile, pedicelled, short in proportion to the corolla
tho’ wide or bulky; the style is very long or longer than the
stamens, simple, cilindrical, bowed or bent upwards, placed on
the top of the germ, membranous shrivels and falls off when
the pericarp has obtained its full size. the stigma is three cleft
very minute, & pubescent. the pericarp is a capsule, triangu-
lar, oblong, obtuse, and trilocular with three longitudinal valves.
the seed so far as I could judge are numerous not very minute
and globelar. soon after the seeds are mature the peduncle
and foliage of this plant perishes, the grownd becomes dry or
nearly so and the root encreases in size and shortly becomes
fit for use; this happens about the middle of July when the
natives begin to collect it for use which they continue untill
the leaves of the plant attain some size in the spring of the
year. when they have collected a considerable quantity of
these roots or 20 [or] 30 bushels which they readily do by
means of [a] stick sharpened at one end, they dig away the
surface of the earth forming a circular concavity of 2-14 feet in
the center and 10 feet in diameter; they next collect a parsel
of split dry wood with which they cover this bason in the
groun[d] perhaps a foot thick, they next collect a large parsel
of stones of about 4 or 6 Ib* weight which are placed on the
dry wood ; fire is then set to the wood which birning heats the
stones ; when the fire has subsided and the stones are suffi-
ciently heated which are nearly a red heat, they are adjusted in
such manner in the whole as to form as level a surface as
pi[o]ssible, a small quantity of earth is sprinkled over the
stones and a layer of grass about an inch thick is put over the
stones; the roots, which have been previously devested of
the black or outer coat and radicles which rub off easily with the
fingers, are now laid on in a conical pile, are then covered with
a layer of grass about 2 or 3 inches thick ; water is now thrown
on the summit of the pile and passes through the roots and to
the hot stones at bottom ; some water is allso poared arround
the edges of the hole and also finds its way to the hot stones;
as soon as they discover from the quantity of steem which
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issues that the water has found its way generally to the hot
stones, they cover the roots and grass over with earth to the
debth of four inches and then build a fire of dry wood all over
the connical mound which they continue to renew through the
course of the night or for ten or 12 hours after which it is
suffered to cool two or three hours when the earth and grass
are removed and the roots thus sweated and cooked with steam
are taken out, and most commonly exposed to the sun on
scaffoalds untill they become dry, when they are black and of
a sweet agreeable flavor. these roots are fit for use when first
taken from the pitt, are soft of a sweetish tast and much the
consistency of a roasted onion; but if they are suffered to
remain in bulk 24 hour after being cooked they spoil. if the
design is to make bread or cakes of these roots they undergo
a second process of baking being previously pounded after the
fi{r]st baking between two stones untill they are reduced to
the consistency of dough and then rolled in grass in cakes of
eight or ten 1b are returned to the sweat intermixed with fresh
roots in order that the steam may get freely to these loaves of
bread. when taken out the second time the women make up
this dough into cakes of various shapes and sizes usually from
5 to 34 of an inch thick and expose it on sticks to dry in the
sun, or place it over the smoke of their fires. the bread this
[thus] prepared if kept free from moisture will keep sound for
a great length of time. this bread or the dried roots are fre-
quently eaten alone by the natives without further preparation,
and when they have them in abundance they form an ingredient
in almost every dish they prepare. this root is pallateable but
disagrees with me in every shape I have ever used it.

[Clark:] Wednesday Fune 117 1806

All of our hunters were out by daylight this Morning.
Labeech and Shann[on] was the only suckcess[f Jull hunters,
Labeech killed a Black bear and a large buck, and Gibson
killed a very fat Buck. five of the indians also turned out and
hunted untill near Merid® without having killed any thing.
at 3 P.M. they all packed up and returned to their Village.
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one of our men exchanged an indifferent horse for a verey
good one with those people before they left us. in the eve-
ning all our hunters turned out in different directions with
a view to find some probable Spot of killing deer and were
directed to lay out all night and hunt in the morning early.
Whitehouse returned this morning to our camp on the Koos-
kooske in Serch of his horse.

As I have had frequent occasion to mention the plant which
the Chopunnish and other nations of the Columbia call Quaw-
mash I shall here give a more particular discription of that
plant and the mode of prepareing it for food as practiced by the
Chopinnish and others in the vicinity of the Rocky Mountains
with whome it forms much the greatest portion of their Sub-
sistence. we have never met with this plant but in or adjacent
to-a piney or fir timbered country, and there alwaysin the open
grounds and glades; in the Columbian Vally and near the coast
it is to be found in small quantities and inferior in size to that
found in this neighbourhood or on those high rich flatts and
vallies within the rocky Mountains. it delights in a black rich
moist soil, and even grows most luxuriently where the lands
remain from 6 to g inches under water untill the seed are nearly
perfect, which in this neighbourhood or on those flatts is about
the last of this month. near the river where I had an opper-
tunity of observing it, the Seed were beginning to ripen on the
9% ins! and the soil was nearly dry. it seems devoted to it’s
particular soil and situation, and you will Seldom find [it] more
than a fiew feet from an inundated soil tho’ within it’s limits it
grows very closely. in short almost as much so as the bulbs
will permit, the radix is a tumicated bulb, much the consist-
ence shape and appearance of the Onion, glutinous or somewhat
slymey when chewed and almost tasteless and without smell in
it’s unprepared state; it is white except the thin or outer tumi-
cated scales which are fiew black and not suculent; this bulb
is from the Size of a nutmeg to that of a hen egg and most
commonly of an intermediate size or about as large as a com-
mon onion of one years growth from the seed. the radicles
are noumerous, reather large, white, flexeable, succulent and
deviding the foliage consists of from one to four seldom five
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radicals, line[a]r sessile and revolute pointed leaves; they are
from 12 to 18 inches in length and from 1. to 34 of an inch in
widest part which is nearest the middle; the upper disk is
somewhat gro[o]ved of a pale green and marked it’s whole
length with a number of small longitudinal channels; the under
disk is of a deep glossy green and smooth. the leaves sheath
the peduncle and each other as high as the surface of the earth
or about 2 inches; they are more succulent than the grasses
and less so than most of the lillies hyisinths &% the peduncle
is soletary, proceeds from the root, is columner, smooth and
leafless and rises to the hight of 2 or 2 15 feet. it supports
from 1o to 40 flowers which are each surported by a Seperate
footstalk of 14 an inch in length scattered without order on the
upper portion of the peduncle. the calix is a partial involucre
or involucret situated at the base of the footstalk of each flower
on the peduncle; it is long thin and begins to decline as soon
as the corrolla expands. the corolla consists of five long oval
obtusely pointed Skye blue or water coloured petals, each about
1 inch in length; the corolla is regular as to the form and size
of the petals but irregular as to their position, five of them are
placed near each other pointing upwards while one stands horo-
zontially, or pointing downwards, they are inserted with a short
claw on the extremity of the footstalk at the base of the germ ;
the corolla is of course inferior; it is also shriveling, and con-
tinues untill the seed are perfect. The Stamens are perfect, six
in number; the falaments each elivate an anther, near their base
are flat on the in side and rounded on the outer, termonate in
a subulate point, and bowed or bent upwards inserted on the
inner side and on the base of the claws of the petals, below the
germ, are equal both with respect to themselves and the corolla,
smooth membranous. the Anther is oblong obtusely pointed,
2 horned or forked at one end and furrowed longitudinally
with four channels, the upper and lower of which seem almost
to divide it into two loabs, incumbent, patent, membranous,
very short, necked, two valved and fertile with pollen, which
last is of a yellow colour. the Anther in a fiew hours after the
corolla unfoalds, bursts discharges it’s pollen and becomes very
manute and chrivled; the above discription of the Anther is
VOL. V.—¢ [ 129]
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therefore to be understood of it, at the moment of it’s first
appearance. the pistillum is only one, of which the Germ is
triangular reather swolen on the sides, smooth, superior, sessile,
pedicelled, short in proportion to the corolla tho’ wide or
bulky; the style is very long or longer than the stamens,
simple, cilindrical, bowed or bent upwards, placed on the top
of the germ, membranous shrivels and falls off when the
pericarp has obtained it’s full size. the Stigma is three clefts
very manute and pubescent. the pericarp is a capsule, triangu-
lar, oblong, obtuse, and trilocular with three longitudinal valves.
the seed so far as I could judge are noumerous not very manute
and globilar. Soon after the seed are mature the peduncle and
foliage of this plant perishes, the ground becoms dry or nearly
so and the root increases in size and shortly becoms fit for use;
this happens about the middle of July when the nativs begin
to collect it for use which they continue untill the leaves of the
plant obtain some size in the Spring of the year. when they
have collected a considerable quantity of these roots or 20 or
30 bushels which they readily do by means of Sticks Sharpened
at one end, they dig away the surface of the earth forming a cer-
cular concavity of 214 feet in the center and 10 feet in diameter ;
they next collect a parcel of dry split wood with which they
cover this bason from the bottom perhaps a foot thick, they
next collect a parcel of Stones from 4 to 6% weight which are
placed on the dry wood; fire is then set to the wood which
burning heats the Stones; when the fire has subsided and the
Stones are sufficiently heated which are nearly a red heat, they
are adjusted in such manner in the hole as to form as leavel
a surface as possible, a small quantity of earth is sprinkled
over the Stones, and a layer of grass about an inch thick is
laid over the stone; the roots which have been previously
devested of the black or outer coat and radicles which rub off
easily with the fingers, are now laid on in a circular pile, are
then covered with a layer of grass about 2 or 3 inches thick;
water is then thrown on the Summit of the pile and passes
through the roots and to the hot Stones at bottom; Some
water is also pored around the edges of the hole, and also
find[s] it’'s way to the hot Stones. they cover the roots and
[130]
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grass over with earth to the debth of four inches and then
build a fire of dry wood all over the connical mound which
they continue to renew through the course of the night or for
10 or 12 hours, after which it is suffered to cool, 2 or three
hours, when the earth and grass are removed. and the roots
thus Sweated are cooled with steam or taken out, and most
commonly exposed to the Sun on Scaffolds untill they become
dry. when they are black and of a sweet agreeable flavor. these
roots are fit for use when first taken from the pitt, are Soft of
a Sweetish taste and much the consistancy of a roasted onion;
but if they are Suffered to remain in bulk 24 hours after being
cooked they Spoil. if the design is to make bread or cakes of
those roots they undergo a second preperation of baking being
previously pounded after the first baking between two stones
untill they are reduced to the consistancy of dough and then
rolled in grass in cakes of 8 or 10 pounds, are returned to the
Sweat intermixed with fresh roots in order that the steam may
get freely to those loaves of bread. when taken out the Second
time the Ind® woman make up this dough into cakes of various
shapes and sizes, usually from !5 to 34 of an inch thick and
expose it on sticks to dry in the Sun, or place it over the smoke
of their fires. The bread thus prepared if kept free from mois-
ture will [keep] Sound for a great length of time. this bread
or the dryed roots are frequently eaten alone by the nativs
without further preperation, and when they have them in
abundance they form an ingrediant in almost every dish they
prepare. this root is ‘palateable but disagrees with us in every
shape we have ever used it. the nativs are extreemly fond of
this root and present it [to] their visiters as a great treat. when
we first arrived at the Chopunnish last fall at this place our
men who were half Starved made so free a use of this root the
it made them all sick for several days after.

[Lewis:] Thursday Fune 127 1806

All our hunters except Gibson returned about noon; none
of them had killed anything except Sheilds who brought with
him two deer. in the evening they resumed their hunt and
remained out all night. an indian visited us this evening and
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spent the night at our camp. Whitehouse returned with his
horse at 1 P. M. the days are now very warm and the Mus-
quetors our old companions have become very troublesome.
The Cutnose informed us on the 10" before we left him that
two young men would overtake us with a view to accompany
me to the falls of the Missouri. nothing interesting occurred
in the course of this day. our camp is agreeably situated in a
point of timbered land on the eastern border of an extensive
level and beautifull prarie® which is intersected by several
small branches near the bank of one of which our camp is
placed. the quawmash is now in blume and from the colour
of its bloom at a short distance it resembles lakes of fine clear
water, so complete is this deseption that on first sight I could
have swoarn it was water.

[Clark:] Thursday Fune 127 1806,

All our hunters except Gibson returned about noon; none
of them had killed any thing except Shields who brought with
him two deer. in the evening they resumed their hunt and
remained out all night. an Indian visited us this evening and
Spent the night at our camp. Whitehouse returned with his
horse at 1 P. M. the days are very worm and the Musque-
tors our old companions have become very troublesome.

The Cutnose informed us on the 10" before we left him that
two young Chiefs would overtake us with a view to accompany
us to the Falls of the Missouri and probably to the Seat of our
Governm! nothing interesting occured in the course of this
day. our camp is agreeably situated in a point of timbered
land on the eastern borders of an extensive leavel and butifull
prarie which is intersected by several small branches near the
bank of one of which our camp is placed. the quawmash is
now in blume at a Short distance it resembles a lake of fine
clear water, so complete is this deseption that on first Sight I
could have sworn it was water.

1 This plain contains about two thousand acres, and is surrounded with beautiful
pine timber of different kinds, The soil is very good. . . . There are a good many
deer here, and some bears, but they are very wild, as they are much pursued by the
natives, — Gass (pp- 323, 324)-
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[Lewis:] Friday Fune 13% 1806.
Reubin Feilds and Willard were ordered to proceed on our
road to a small prarie 8 miles distant on this side of Collins’s
Creek and there hunt until our arrival ;' they departed at 10
A. M. about noon seven of our hunters returned with 8 deer ;
they had wounded several others and a bear but did not get
them. in the evening Labuish and Cruzatte returned and re-
ported that the buzzards had eaten up a deer which they had
killed butchered and bung up this morning. The indian who
visited us yesterday exchanged his horse for one of ours which
had not perfectly recovered from the operation of castration
and received a small ax and a knife to boot, he seemed much
pleased with his exchange and set out immediately to his village,
as if fearfull that we would cancel the bargain which is custom-
ary among themselves and deemed only fair. we directed the
meat to be cut thin and exposed to dry in the sun. we made
a digest of the Indian Nations West of the Rocky Mountains
which we have seen and of whom we have been repeated[ly]
informed by those with whom we were conversent. they
amount by our estimate to 69.000 (about 80,000) Souls.?

[Clark:] Friday Fune 13* 1806.

Ordered Rubin Fields and Willard to proceed on to a small
prarie in the Mountains about 8 miles and there hunt untill
we arrive the[y] set out at 10 A. M. Soon after they set out
all of our hunters returned each with a deer except Shields who
brought two in all 8 deer. Labeech and P. Crusatt went out
this morning killed a deer & reported that the buzzd: had
eate up the deer in their absence after haveing butchered and
hung it up. The indian who visited us yesterday exchanged
his horse with one of our party for a very indiferant one in
which exchange he r[e]cived a small ax a Knife & Soon after
he had exchanged he returned to his village well satisfied. we
caused the meat to be cut thin and dried in the sun. 1 make

1 This was probably on Musselshell Creek where there is a small clearing answer-
ing this description. See June 135, post. — ED.
2 See ¢¢ Estimate of Western Indians, in our vol. vi. — Ebp,
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a list of the Indian Nations their place of residence, and prob-
able number of Soles of each nation from estimation and in-
dian information &°

[Lewis:] Saturday Fune 14 1306.

Sent our hunters out early this morning. Colter killed a
deer and brought it in by 10 A. M. the other hunters ex-
cept Drewyer returned early without having killed anything.
Drewyer returned. we had all our articles packed up and
made ready for an early departure in the morning. our
horses were caught and most of them hubbled and otherwise
confined in order that we might not be detained. from hence
to traveller’s rest we shall make a forsed march; at that place
we shal probably remain one or two days to rest ourselves and
horses and procure some meat. we have now been detained
near five weeks in consequence of the snows; a serious loss of
time at this delightfull season for traveling. I am still appre-
hensive that the snow and the want of food for our horses will
prove a serious imbarrassment to us as at least four days
journey of our rout in. these mountains lies over hights and
along a ledge of mountains never intirely destitute of snow.
every body seems anxious to be in motion, convinced that we
have not now any time to delay if the calculation is to reach
the United States this season; this I am detirmined to accom-
plish if within the compass of human power.

[Clark:] Saturday Fune 14 1806

Sent out Hunters this morning Colter killed a deer and
brought it in by 10 A. M. Drewyer did not return untill night
he wounded deer but could get none &% neither of the other
hunters killed nothing. we had our articles packed up ready
for a start in the morning, our horses collected and hobble[d]
that they may not detain us in the morning. we expect to set
out early, and shall proceed with as much expedition as possi-
ble over those snowey tremendious mountains which has de-
tained us near five weeks in this neighbourhood waiting for the
Snows to melt sufficient for us to pass over them. and even
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now I shudder with the expectation with [of ] great dificuelties
in passing those Mountains, from the debth of snow and the
want of grass sufficient to subsist our horses, as about 4 days
we Shall be on the top of the Mountain which we have every
reason to beleive is covered with snow the greater part of the
year.

[Lewis:] Sunday Fune 15% 1806,

We had some little difficulty in collecting our horses this
morning they had straggled off to a greater distance than usual.
it rained very hard in the morning and after collecting our
horses we waited an hour for it to abait, but as it had every
appearance of a settled rain we set out at 10 A. M. we passed
a little prarie at the distance of 8-14 m! to which we had pre-
viously sent R, Feilds and Willard. we found two deer which
they had killed and hung up. at the distance of 2-15 Miles
further we arrived at Collins’s Creek where we found our hunt-
ers; they had killed another deer, and had seen two large
bear together the one black and the other white. we halted
at the creek, dined and graized our horses. the rains have
rendered the road very slippery insomuch that it is with much
difficulty our horses can get on several of them fell but sus-
tained no injury. after dinner we proceeded up the creek
about 5 a mile, passing it three times, thence through a high
broken country to an Easterly fork of the same creek about
10-14 miles and incamped near a small prarie in the bottom
land.? the fallen timber in addition to the slippry roads made
our march slow and extreemly laborious on our horses. the
country is exceedingly thickly timbered with longleafed pine,
some pitch pine, larch, white pine, white cedar or arbor vita
of large size, and a variety of firs.? the undergrowth princi-

1 When the explorers left the Weippe (Quawmash) Prairie, they virtually retraced
their outgoing trail to the Musselshell Prairie (the ¢« little prarie” of this day’s route)
and the mouth of Musselshell Creek. 'Then, instead of going northeast and up the
Lolo Fork, they clambered over the mountains on the south side of the eastern fork
of Collins Creek, until they reached the old trail west of the spot where Lewis camped
on the night of Sept. 20, 1805, — O. D. WHEELER.

2 The long-leaved pine is Pinus ponderosa; the larch, Larix occidentalis; the
white pine, Pinus monticola; white cedar, Thuya plicata, Don (T. gigantea, Wutt.).
— C. V. PipER.
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pally reedroot® from 6 to 10 feet high with all the other
speceis enumerated the other day. the soil is good; in some
plaices it is of a red cast like our lands in Virginia about the
S. W. mountains. Saw the speckled woodpecker, bee martin
and log cock or large woodpecker. found the nest of a hum-
ming bird, it had just began to lay its eggs. Came 22 Miles
today.

[Clark:] Sunday Fune 15% 1806.

Collected our horses early with the intention of makeing
an early Start. Some hard Showers of rain detained us untill
[blank space in MS.] AM at which time we took our final
departu[r]e from the quawmash fields and proceeded with
much dificuelty owing to the Situation of the road which was
very sliprey, and it was with great dificulty that the loaded
horses Could assend the hills and Mountains the[y] fre-
quently sliped down both assending and decending those
steep hills. at ¢ miles we passed through a Small prarie in
which was quawmash in this Prarie Reubin Fields & Willard
had killed and hung up two deer at 2 miles further we ar-
rived at the Camp of R. Fields & Willard on Collin’s Creek,
they arrived at this creek last evening and had killed another
Deer near the Creek. here we let our horses graze in a small
glade and took dinner. the rain seased and sun shown out.
after detaining about 2 hours we proceeded on passing the
creek three times and passing over some ruged hills or Spurs
of the rocky Mountain, passing the Creek on which I en-
camped on the 17% Sept! last to a Small glade of about 10
acres thickly covered with grass and quawmash, near a large
Creek and encamped. we passed through bad fallen timber
and a high Mountain this evening. from the top of this
Mountain I had an extensive view of the rocky Mountains to
the South and the Columbian plains for [a] great extent also
the SW. Mountains and a range of high Mountains which
divides the waters of Lewis’s & Clarks rivers and seems to

1 For redroot, see p. 121, note 2, ante. — ED,
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termonate nearly a West cours[e]. Several high p® to the
N & N. E. covered with Snow. a remarkable high rug?
mountain in the forks of Lewis’s river nearly south and cov-
ered ‘with snow. The vally up the Chopunnish river appears
extensive tolerably leavel and covered with timber. The SW.,
Mountain is very high in a S S W derection.

[Lewis:] Monday Fune 16% 18086,

We collected our horses very readily this morning, took
breakfast and set out at 6 A. M.; proceeded up the creek
about 2 miles through some handsom meadows of fine grass
abounding with quawmash, here we passed the creek & as-
cended a ridge which led us to the N. E. about seven miles
when we arrived at a small branch of hungry creek. the
difficulty we met with from the fallen timber detained us
untill 11 OC before we reached this place. here is a hand-
some little glade in which we found some grass for our horses
we therefore halted to let them graize and took dinner know-
ing that there was no other convenient situation for that pur-
pose short of the glaids on hungry creek where we intended
to encamp, as the last probable place, at which we shall find
a sufficient quantity of grass for many days. this morning
Windsor busted his rifle near the muzzle. before we reached
this little branch on which we dined we saw in the hollows and
N. hillsides large qua[n]tities of snow yet undesolved; in
some places it was from two to three feet deep. vegetation
is proportionably backward; the dogtooth violet is just in
blume, the honeysuckle, huck[le]burry and a small speceis of
white maple are begining to put fourth their leaves;' these
appearances in this comparatively low region augers but un-
favourably with rispect to the practibility of passing the
mountains, however we determined to proceed, accordingly
after taking a haisty meal we set out and continued our rout

1 The dogtooth violet is Erythronium grandiflorum; the honeysuckle, Lonicera
ciliosa ; the huckleberry, VPaccinium membranacewm; and the white maple, Acer
donglasii, Hook, — C. V., PIPER.
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through a thick wood much obstructed with fallen timber,
and intersepted by many steep ravines and high hills. the
snow has increased in quantity so much that the greater part
of our rout this evening was over the snow which has become
sufficiently firm to bear our horshes, otherwise it would have
been impossible for us to proceed as it lay in immence masses
in some places 8 or ten feet deep. we found much difficulty
in pursuing the road as it was so frequently covered with snow.
we arrived early in the evening at the place® that Capt. C. had
killed and left the flesh of a horse for us last September. here
is a small glade in which there was some grass, not a sufficiency
for our horses but we thought it most advisable to remain here
all night as we apprehended if we proceeded further we should
find less grass. the air is pleasent in the course of the day
but becomes very cold before morning notwithstanding the
shortness of the nights. Hungry creek is but small at this
place but is deep and runs a perfect torrent; the water is per-
fectly transparent and as cold as ice. the pitch pine, white
pine some larch and firs constiftu]te the timber; the long leafed
pine extends a little distance on this side of the main branch
of Collins’s creek, and the white cedar not further than the
branch of hungry creek on which we dined. I killed a small
brown pheasant today, it feeds on the tender leaves and buds
of the fir and pitch pine. in the fore part of the day I ob-
served the Cullumbine the blue bells and the yelow flowering
pea in blume. there is an abundance of a speceis of anjelico
in these mountains, much st[r]jonger to the taist and more
highly scented than that speceis common to the U’States. I
know of no particular virtue or property it possesses; the
natives dry it cut it in small peices which they string on a
small cord and place about their necks; it smells very pleas-
antly.® we came 15 miles today.

1 Lewis’s party reached this place on the outward journey, Sept. 20, 1805 ; the
glade was on Hungry Creek. See vol. iii, p. 72, note 2, ante.— ED.

2 The columbine is Aquilegia formosa, Fisch.; the bluebell, Campanula rotundi-
Jolia, L 5 the yellow flowering pea, Lathyrus ockrolencus probably 5 and angelica,
Angelica lyallii, Wats, — C. V. PIPER.
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[Clark:7] Munday 16 Fune 1806

Collected our horses early and Set out 7 AM proceeded
on up the Creek through a gladey swompy bottom covered
with grass and quawmash crossed the creek to the East and
proceeded on through most intolerable bad fallen timber over
a high Mountain on which great quantity of Snow is yet lying
premisquissly through the thick wood, and in maney places
the banks of snow is 4 feet deep. we no[o]ned it or dined
on a small creek in a small open Vally where we found some
grass for our horses to eate, altho’ serounded by snow no
other convenient situation short of the glades on Hungery
Creek where we intended to encamp, as the last probable
place, at which we Shall find a sufficient quantity of grass for
many days. This morning Windsor bursted his rifle near the
Muzzle. Vegitation is propotionable backward ; the dog tooth
Violet is just in blume, the honeysuckle, huckleberry and a small
Species of white maple are beginning to put forth their leaves,
where they are clear of the Snow, those appearances in this
comparratively low region augers but unfavourably with respect
to the practibility of passing the Mountains, however we
deturmine to proceed, accordingly after takeing a hasty meal
we set out and continued our rout through a thick wood much
obstructed with fallen timber, and interupted by maney Steep
reveins and hills which wer very high. the Snow hasincreased
in quantity so much that the great part of our rout this even-
ing was over the Snow which has become sufficiently firm
to bear our horses, otherwise it would have been impossible
for us to proceed as it lay in emince masses in some places 8
or ten feet deep. We found much dificulty in finding the
road, as it was so frequently covered with snow. we arived
early in the evening at the place I had killed and left the flesh
of a horse for the party in my rear last Sept! here is a Small
glade in which there is some grass, not a Sufficency of [for]
our horses, but we thought it adviseable to remain here all
night as we apprehended if we proceeded further we should
find less grass. The air is pleasant in the course of the day,
but becomes very cold before morning notwithstanding the
shortness of the night. Hungary Creek is but small at this
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place but is deep and runs a perfect torrent; the water is per-
fectly transparent and as Cold as ice. the t[p]itch pine, white
pine some Larch and firs consists the timber, the long leafed
pine extends but a short distance on the Mt: Cap' L. killed
a small brown pheasant today, it feeds on the tender leaves and
buds of the fir and pitch pine. in the forepart of the day I
observed the Cullumbine the blue bells and the Yellow flower-
ing pea in blume. there is an abundance of a Species of
anjelico in the mountains much stronger to the taiste, and more
highly scented than that Species common to the U: States. I
know of no particular virtue or property it possesses. the
nativs dry it cut it in small pieces which they string on a small
cord and place about the necks; it smells pleasently. we
Come 15 M:* to day.

[Lewis:] Tuesday Fune 17 1806,

we collected our horses and set out early; we proceeded
down hungry creek about seven miles passing it twice; we
found it difficult and dangerous to pass the creek in con-
sequence of its debth and rapidity ; we avoided two other
passes of the creek by ascending a very steep rocky and
difficult hill. beyond this creek® the road ascends the moun-
tain to the hight of the main leading ridges which divides the
Waters of the Chopunnish and Kooskooske rivers.? this hill
or reather mountain we ascended about 3 miles when we
found ourselves invelloped in snow from 12 to 15 feet deep
even on the south sides of the hills with the fairest exposure to
the sun; here was winter with all it’s rigors ; the air was cold,
my hands and feet were benumbed. we knew that it would

1 G. B. Nicholson, chief engineer of the Cincinnati, New Orleans & Texas
Pacific Railway, Covington, Ky., who surveyed the Lolo Trail in 1866, sends us a
map traced from his reconnaissance of the Lewis and Clark route along Hungry
Creek. He places the point at which they abandoned this stream to ascend the
mountain, twelve miles from the divide at Mount Romeo ; he thinks, however, that
Clark’s ¢¢ Courses and distances *” (see our vol. vi) place Hungry Creek a little too far
south of the dividing ridge. — EbD.

2 That is, the North Fork of the Clearwater, or Kooskooske, and the Middle or
Lochsa Fork of the same, — EbD.
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require five days to reach the fish wears at the entrance of
Colt Creek, provided we were so fortunate as to be enabled to
follow the proper ridges of the mountains to lead us to that
place; of this Drewyer our principal dependance as a wood-
man and guide was entirely doubtfull ;* short of that point we
could not hope for any food for our horses not even under-
wood itself as the whole was covered many feet deep in snow.
if we proceeded and should get bewildered in these mountains
the certainty was that we should loose all our horses and con-
sequently our baggage inst[r]uments perhaps our papers and
thus eminently wrisk the loss of the discoveries which we had
already made if we should be so fortunate as to escape with
life. the snow boar our horses very well and the trav[e]lling
was therefore infinitely better that [n] the obstruction of rocks
and fallen timber which we met with in our passage over last
fall when the snow lay on this part of the ridge in detached
spots only. under these circumstances we conceived it mad-
nes[s] in this stage of the expedition to proceed without a
guide who could certainly conduct us to the fish wears on the
Kooskooske (Travellers (Creek) Rest), as our horses could not
possibly sustain a journey of more than five days without food.
we therefore came to the resolution to return with our horses
while they were yet strong and in good order and indevour
to keep them so untill we could procure an indian to conduct
us over the snowey mountains, and again to proceed as soon
as we could procure such a guide, knowing frem the appear-
ance of the snows that if we remained untill it had desolved
sufficiently for us to follow the road that we should not be
enabled to return to the United States within this season.
having come to this resolution, we ordered the party to make
a deposit for all the baggage which we had not immediate use
for, and also all the roots and bread of cows which they had
except an allowance for a few days to enable them to return
to some place at which we could subsist by hunting untill we
procured a guide. we left our instruments papers &c. beleiv-
ing them safer here than to wrisk them on horseback over the
roads and creeks which we had passed. our baggage being laid

1 This sentence is crossed out with ink (of another shade) in the MS. — Eb.
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on scaffoalds ' and well covered we began our retrograde march
at 1 P. M. having remained about 3 hours on this snowey
mountain. we returned by the rout we had come to hungry
creek, which we ascended about 2 miles and encamped. we
had here more grass for our horses than the proceeding even-
ing, yet it was but scant. the party were a good deel dejected
tho’ not as much so as I had apprehended they would have
been. this is the first time since we have been on this long
tour that we have ever been compelled to retreat or make a
retrograde march. it rained on us most of this evening.

[Clark:] Tuesday Fune 17 1806

We collected our horses and set out early; we proceeded
down hungary Creek about 7 miles passing it twice; we found
it dificuelt and dangerous to pass the creek in consequence of
it’s debth and rapidity ; we avoided two other passes of the
creek, by assending a steep rockey and difficuelt hill. beyond
this creek the road assends the mountain to the hight of the
main leading ridges, which divides the waters of the Kooskooske
and Chopunnish Riv’s. This mountain we ascended about 3
miles when we found ourselves invelloped in snow from 8 to
12 feet deep even on the South Side of the mountain, I was
in front and could only prosue the derection of the road by the
trees which had been peeled by the nativs for the iner bark
of which they scraped and eate, as those pealed trees were
only to be found scattered promisquisley, I with great difficulty
prosued the direction of the road one mile further to the top
of the mountain where I found the snow from 12 to 15 feet
deep, but fiew trees with the fairest exposure to the Sun; here
was Winter with all it’s rigors; the air was cold my hands and
feet were benumed. we knew that it would require four days
to reach the fish weare at the enterance of Colt Creek, pro-
vided we were so fortunate as to be enabled to follow the
plrioper ridge of the mountains to lead us to that place; of

1 We therefore hung up our loading on poles, tied to and extended between
trees, covered it all safe with deer-skins, and turned back melancholy and dis-
appointed, — Gass (p. 327).
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this all of our most expert woodsmen and principal guides
were extreemly doubtfull ; Short of that point we could not
hope for any food for our horses not even under wood itself as
the whole was covered many feet deep in snow. if we pro-
ceeded and Should git bewildered in those Mountains the
certainty was that we Should lose all of our horses and con-
sequently our baggage enstrements perhaps our papers and
thus eventially resque the loss of our discoveries which we
had already made if we should be so fortunate as to escape
with life. the snow bore our horses very well and the trav-
eling was therefore infinately better than the obstruction of
rocks and fallen timber which we met with in our passage over
last fall when the snow lay on this part of the ridge in detached
spop[t]s only. wunder these circumstances we conceived it mad-
ness in this stage of the expedition to proceed without a guide
who could certainly conduct us to the fishwears on the Koos-
kooske, as our horses could not possibly sustain a journey of
more than 4 or 5 days without food. we therefore come to
the resolution to return with our horses while they were yet
strong and in good order, and indeaver to keep them so untill
we could precure an indian to conduct us over the Snowey
Mountains, and again to proceed as soon as we could precure
such a guide, knowing from the appearance of the snows that
if we remained untill it had disolved sufficiently for us to fol-
low the road that we should not be enabled to return to the
United States within this season. having come to this resolu-~
tion, we ordered the party to make a deposit of all the bag-
gage which we had not imediate use for, and also all the roots
and bread of Cows which they had except an allowance for a
fiew days to enable them to return to some place at which we
could subsist by hunting untill we precured a guide. we left
our instrements, and I even left the most of my papers
believing them safer here than to Wrisk them on horse
back over the road, rocks and water which we had passed.
our baggage being laid on Scaffolds and well covered, we
began our retragrade march at 1 P. M. haveing remain?
about three hours on this Snowey mountain. we returned
by the rout we had advanced to hungary Creek, which
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we assended about 2 miles and encamped. we had here
more grass for our horses than the proceeding evening, yet
it was but scant. the party were a good deel dejected,
tho’ not as much so as I had apprehended they would have
been. this is the first time since we have been on this tour
that we have ever been compelled to retreat or make a retra-
grade march. it rained on us the most of this evening. on
the top of the Mountain the Weather was very fluctiating
and uncertain snowed cloudy & fair in a few minets.

[Lewis:] Wednesday Fune 18" 1806.

this morning we had considerable difficulty in collecting our
horses they having straggled off to a considerable distance in
surch of food on the sides of the mountains among the thick
timber, at g OC* we collected them all except one of Drewyers
and one of Sheildes; we set out leaving Sheilds and ILaPage
to collect the two lost horses and follow us. We dispatched
Drewyer and Shannon to the Chopunnish Indians in the plains
beyond the Kooskooske in order to hasten the arrival of the
indians who had promised to accompany us or to procure a
gu[ilde at all events and rejoin us as soon as possible. we
sent by them a rifle which we offered as a reward to any of
them who would engage to conduct us to traveller’s rest: we
also dirrected them if they found difficulty in inducing any of
them to accompany us to offer the reward of two other guns to
be given them immediately and ten horses at the falls of Mis-
souri. we had not proceeded far this morning before Potts
cut his leg very badly with one of the large knives; he cut
one of the large veigns on the inner side of the leg; I found
much difficulty in stoping the blood which I could not effect
untill I applyed a tight bandage with a little cushon of wood
and tow on the veign below the wound. Colter’s horse fel
with him in passing hungry creek and himself and horse were
driven down the creek a considerable distance rolling over each
other among the rocks. fortunately [he] escaped without in-
jury or the loss of his gun. by 1 P. M. we returned to the
glade on the branch of hungry Creek where we had dined on
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the 16 inst. here we again halted and dined. as there was
much appearance of deer about this place we left R. and J.
Feilds with directions to hunt this evening and tomorrow
morning at this place and to join us in the evening at the
meadows of Collin’s creek where we intend remaining to-
morrow in order to rest our horses and hunt. after dinner
we proceeded on to Collin’s Creek and encamped in a pleasant
situation at the upper part of the meadows about 2 M-* above
our encampment of the 15 inst. we sent out several hunters
but they returned without having killed anything. they saw a
number of salmon (¢rouf) in the creek and shot at them several
times without success. we directed Colter and Gibson to fix
each of them a gigg in the morning and indevour to take
some of the salmon. the hunters saw much fresh appearance
of bear but very little of deer. we hope by means of the fish
together with what deer and bear we can kill to be enabled to
subsist untill our guide arrives without the necessity of return-
ing to the quawmash flats. there is a great abundance of good
food here to sustain our horses.

[Clark:] Wednesday Fune 187 1806

This morning we had considerble dificuelty in collecting
our horses they haveing Strageled of[f] to a considerable dis-
tance in serch of food on the Sides of the mountains among the
thick timber, at g oClock we collected them all except 2 one
of Shields & one of Drewyers. we Set out leaving Shields
and LePage to collect the two lost horses and follow us. We
dispatched Drewyer and Shannon to the Chopunnish Indians
in the plains beyond the Kooskooske in order to hasten the
arrival of the Indians who promised to accompany us, or to
precure a guide at all events and rejoin us as soon as possible.
We sent by them a riffle which we offered as a reward to any
of them who would engage to conduct us to Clarks river at
the entrance of Travellers rest Creek ; we also directed them
if they found difficuelty in induceing any of them to accom-
pany us to offer the reward of two other guns to be given
them immediately and ten horses at the falls of Missouri. we
had not proceeded far this morning before J. Potts cut his leg
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very badly with one of the large knives; he cut one of the
large veins on the iner side of the leg; Colters horse fell
with him in passing hungary creek and himself and horse
were driven down the Creek a considerable distance roleing
over each other among the rocks. he fortunately escaped
with[out] much injurey or the loss of his gun. he lost his
blanket. at ¥ P.M we returned to the glade on a branch
of hungary creek where we had dined on the 16" instant.
here we again halted and dined. as there was some appear-
ance of deer about this place we left J. & R. Field with
directions to hunt this evening and tomorrow morning at this
place and join us in the evening in the Meadows on Collin’s
Creek where we intended to remain tomorrow in order to rest
our horses and hunt. after dinner we proceeded on to the
near fork of Collins Creek and encamped in a pleasant situa-
tion at the upper part of the Meadows about 2 miles above
our encampment of the 15® ins! we sent out several hunters
but they returned without having killed any thing. they saw
a number of large fish in the creek and shot at them several
times without suckcess. we [ordered] Gibson and Colter to
fix each of themselves a gigg in the morning and indeaver to
take some of those fish., the hunters saw much fresh appear-
ance of Bear, but very little deer sign. we hope by the means
of the fish together with what deer and bear we can kill to be
enabled to subsist untill our guide arives without the necessaty
of returning to the quawmash flats, there is great abundance
of good food here to sustain our horses. we are in flattering
expectations of the arrival of two young chiefs who informed
us that they intended to accompany us to the U. States, and
Should Set out from their village in g nights after we left them
[or] on the 19% ins! if they set out at that time Drewyer &
Shannon will meet them, and probably join us on the 20 or
21%  Musquetors Troublesome.

[Lewis:] Thursday Fune 197 1806,

Our hunters were out very early this morning, they returned
before noon with one deer only. the Fishermen had been more
unsuccessfull, they returned without a single fish and reported
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that they could find but few and those they had tryed to take
in vain. they had broke both their giggs which were of indian
fabrication made of bone. I happened to have a pointed peice
of iron in my pouch which answered by cuting in two peices
to renew boath giggs. they took one fish this evening which

roved to be a salmon trout much to our mortification, for we
had hoped that they were the salmon of this spring{’s] arrival
and of course fat and fine. these trout are of the red kind
they remain all winter in the upper parts of the rivers and
creeks and are generally poor at this season. At 2 P. M.
J & R Feilds arived with two deer; John Sheilds and LaPage
came with them, they had not succeeded in finding their horses.
late in the evening Frazier reported that my riding horse that
of Cap! Clark and his mule had gone on towards the Quaw-
mash flatts and that he had pursued their tracks on the road
about 2-14 miles. we determined to send out all the hunters
in the morning in order to make a fair experiment of the p[riac-
tlica]bility of our being able to subsist at this place and if
not we shall move the day after to the Quawmash flatts. the
musquetoes have been excessively. troublesome to us since
our arrival at this place particularly in the evening. Cruzatte
brought me several large morells which I roasted and eat with-
out salt pepper or grease in this way I had for the first time
the true taist of the morell which is truly an insippid taistless
- food.!  our stock of salt is now exhausted except two quarts
which I have reserved for my tour up Maria’s River and that
I left the other day on the mountain.

[Clark:] Thursday Fune 19* 1806

This morning early Collins Labeesh & Crusat turned out to
hunt, and Gibson & Colter fixed two Indian giggs and went
in serch of fish in the Creek. I took my gun,and walked up
the Creek about 4 Miles Saw some bear sign and one fish only.
Gibson killed only one fish which we found to be the Salmon
Trout of the dark species. this fish was of the common size

1 A kind of mushioom ; ¢¢morel > is the name of a European fungus (Morchella
esculenta) found as well in the United States. — Eb,
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pore and indifferently flavoured. Labeesh killed one Deer
neither of the others killed any thing. about 1 P. M. Jo. &
R Fields & LaPage came up. Reubin & Joseph Fields
brought two Deer which R. had killed in the small glade on
a branch of Hungary Creek where we had left them yesterday.
Shields & LaPage did not find the two horses which we lost yes-
terday morning. they report that they hunted with great dili-
gence in the vicinity of our camp of the 17 without suckcess.
in my walk of this day up the creek I observed a great abun-
dance of fine grass sufficient to sustain our horses any length of
time we chose to stay at this place. Several glades of quaw-
mash. the S W, Sides of the hills is fallen timber and burnt
woods, the N. E. Sides of the hills is thickly timbered with
lofty pine, and thick under growth ‘This evening several
salmon trout were seen in the Creek, they hid themselves
under the banks of the creek which jutted over in such a
manner as to secure them from the stroke of our giggs nets
and spears which were made for the purpose of taking those
salmon trout. we concluded to delay at this place another
day with a view to give time to the two young Chiefs to
arrive in case they set out on the 19" ins! as they informed
us they should they will have sufficient time to join us to-
morrow or early the next day. should we get a guide from
this place it will save us two days march through some of
the worst road through those Mountains, crouded with fallin
timber mudholes and steep hills & we directed all the
hunteérs to turn out early and kill something for us to live
on &° Musquetors troublesom.

[Lewis:] Friday Fune 20" 1806.

Our hunters set out early this morning; most of them re-
turned before noon. R. Feilds killed a brown bear the tallons
of which were remarkably short broad at their base and sharply
pointed this was of the speceis which the Chopunnish call
Yah-kar. it was in very low order and the flesh of the bear
in this situation is much inferior to lean venison or the flesh of
poor Elk. Labush and Cruzatte returned late in the evening
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with one deer which the former had killed. we also caught
seven salmon trout in the course of the day. the hunters
assured us that their greatest exertions would not enable them
to support us here more than one or two days longer from the
great scarcity of game and the difficult access of the country,
the under brush being very thick and great quantities of fallen
timber. as we shall necessarily be compelled to remain more
than two days for the return of Drewyer and Shannon we
determined to return in the morning as far as the quawmash
flatts and indeavour to lay in another stock of meat for the
mountains, our former stock being now nearly exhausted as
well as what we have killed on our return. by returning to
the quawmash flats we shall sooner be informed whether or
not we can procure a guide to conduct us through the moun-
tains ; should we fail in procuring one, we have determined to
wrisk a passage on the following plan immediately, because
should we wait much longer or untill the snow desolves in
such manner as to enable us to follow the road we cannot hope
to reach the United States this winter ; this is that Capt C. or
myself shall take four of our most expert woodsmen with three
or four of our best horses and proceed two days in advance
taking a plentifull supply of provision. for this party to
follow the road by the marks which the baggage of the
indians has made in many places on the sides of the trees by
rubing against them, and to blaize the trees with a tomahawk
as they proceeded. that after proceeding two days in advance
of hungary creek two of those men would be sent back to the
main party who by the time of their return to Hungary Creek
would have reached that place. the men so returning would
be enabled to inform the main party of the probable success of
the proceeding party in finding the road and of their probable
progress, in order that should it be necessary, the main party
by the delay of a day or two at hungary creek, should give the
advance time to mark the road through before the main party
could overtake them, and thus prevent delay on the part of
the rout where no food is to be obtained for our horses.
should it so happen that the advance could not find the road
by the marks on the trees after attempting it for two days, the
[ 149 ]
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whole of [them] then would return to the main party. in
which case we wo[u]ld bring back our baggage and attempt a
passage over these mountains through the country of the
Shoshones further to the South by way of the main S. Westerly
fork of Lewis’s river and Madison or Gallatin’s rivers, where
from the information of the Chopunnish there is a passage
which at this season of the year is not obstructed by snow,
though the round is very distant and would require at least
a month in it's performance. The Shoshones informed us
when we first met with them that there was a passage across
the mountains in that quarter but represented the difficulties
arrising from steep high and rugged mountains and also an
extensive and barren plain which was to be passed without
game, as infinitely more difficult than the rout by which we
came. from the circumstance of the Chopunnish being at war
with that part of the Shoshones who inhabit the country on
this side of the Mountains through which the road passes I
think it 1s highly probable that they cannot be well informed
with rispect to the road, and further, had there been a better
road in that quarter the Shoshones on the East fork of Lewis’s
river who knew them both would not have recommended that
by which we came to this country. the travelling in the moun-
tains on the snow at present is very good, the snow bears the
horses perfictly ; it is a firm coa[r]se snow without a crust, and
the horses have good foothold without sliping much ; the only
dificulty is finding the road, and I think the plan we have
devised will succeed even should we not be enabled to obtain
a guide. Although the snow may be stated on an average at
10 feet deep yet arround the bodies of the trees it has desolved
much more than in other parts not being generally more than
one or two feet deep immediately at the roots of the trees, and
of course the marks left by the rubing of the indian baggage
against them is not concealed. the reason why the snow is
comparitively so shallow about the roots of the trees I presume
proceeds as well from the snow in falling being thrown off
from their bodies by their thick and spreading branches as
from the reflection of the sun against the trees and the warmth
which they in some measure acquire from the earth which is
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never frozen underneath these masses of snow. Bratton’s
horse was also discovered to be absent this evening. I pre-
sume he has also returned to the flatts.

{Clark:] Friday Fune 20% 1806

The hunters turned out early in different directions, our
guiggers also turned out with 2 guigs a Bayonet fixed on a
pole, a Scooping nett and a Snar made of horse [hair]. near
the ford of the Creek in a deep hole we killed six Salmon
trout & 2 others were killed in the Creek above in the even-
ing. Reubin Field killed a redish brown éear which was very
meagure. the tallons of this bear was remarkably short broad
at their base and Sharply pointed, this was the Species the
Chopunnish call ZYah-kar. as it was in very low order the
flesh was indifferent. Labiesh & Crusat returned late in
the evening with one deer which the former had killed. the
hunters assured us that their greatest exertions would not
enable them to support us here more than one or two days
longer, from the great scercity of game and the dificuelt access
of the Country, the under brush being very thick and great
quantities of fallen timber. as we shall necessarily be com-
pelled to remain more than two days for the return of Drewyer
& Shannon we determine to return in the morning as far as
the quawmash flatts, and endeaver to lay in another stock of
meat for the Mountains, our former stock now being nearly
exhosted as well as what we have killed on our rout. by
returning to the quawmash flatts we shall sooner be informed
wheather or not we can procure a guide to conduct us through
the Mountains; Should we fail in precureing one, we are
deturmined to wrisk a passage on the following plan immedi-
ately, because should we wait much longer, or untill the Snow
disolves in such manner as to enable us to follow the road we
cannot expect to reach the U, States this Winter ; this is that
Cap* L. or myself shall take four of our most expert woods-
men with 3 or four of our best horses and proceed two days
in advance takeing a plentifull supply of provisions. for this
party to follow the road by the mark the indi[a]ns have made
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in many places with their baggage on the Sides of the trees by
rubbing against them, and to blaize the trees with a tomahawk
as they proceed. that after proceeding two days in advance
of Hungary Creek, two of those men would be sent back to
the party who by the time of their return to hungary Creek
would have reached that place. the men So returning would
be enabled to inform the main party of the probable suckcess
of the proceeding party in finding the road and of their prob-
able progress, in order that should it be necessary, the main
party by a delay of a day or two a[t] hungary Creek, should
give the advance time to make the road through before the
main party could overtake them, and thus prevent delay on
that part of the rout where no food is to be obtained for our
horses. Should it so happen that the advance should not find
the road by the marks of the trees after attempting it for two
days, the whole of them would return to the main party. in
which Case we would bring back our baggage and attempt a
passage over the Mountains through the Country of the Sho-
shones further to the South, by way of the main S Westerly
fork of Lewis’s river and Madisons or Gallitins river’s, where
from the information of the Chopunnish, there is a passage
where [which] at this season of the year is not obstructed by
snow, though the round is very distant and would require at
least a month in it’s preformance. The Shoshones informed
us when we first met with them that there was a passage across
the Mountains in that quarter but represented the difficuelties
arriseing from Steep ruggid high Mountains, and also an ex-
tensive and barren plain which was to be passed without game,
as infinitely more difficuelt than the rout by which we came.
from the circumstance of the Chopunnish being at 7 ar with
that part of the Shoshones who inhabit the country on this
side of the Mountains through which the road passes, I think
it 1s highly probable they cannot be well informed with respect
to the road, and further, had there been a better road in that
quarter the Shoshones on the East fork of Lewis’s river who
knew them boath would not have recommend’d that by which
we came to this country. The travelling in the Mountains on
the Snow at present is very good, the Snow bears the horses
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perfectly ; it is a firm coa[r]se Snow without a crust, and the
horses have good foot hold without slipping much ; the only
dificuelty is finding the road, and I think the plan we have
devised will suckceed even should we not be enabled to obtain
a guide. altho the Snow may be stated on an average at 10
feet deep, yet arround the body of the trees it has disolved
much more than in other parts, not being generally more than
one or two feet deep imediately at the roots of the trees, ang
of course the marks made by the rubbing of the Indian baggage
against them is not concealed. The reason why the Snow is
comparitively so shallow about the roots of the trees, I prosume
proceeds as well from the Snow in falling being thrown off
from their bodies by the thick and spreading branches, as from
the reflection of the sun against the trees and the warmth
which they in some measure acquire from the earth which is
never frozen underneath those masses of snow. 4 of our
horses are absent.

[Lewis:]) Saturday Fune 215 1806

We collected our horses early set out on our return to the
flatts, we all felt some mortification in being thus compelled
to retrace our steps through this tedious and difficult part of
our rout, obstructed with brush and innumerable logs of fallen
timber which renders the traveling distressing and even danger-
ous to our horses. one of Thompson’s horses is either choked
this morning or has the distemper very badly I fear he is to be
of no further service to us. an excellent horse of Cruzatte’s
snagged himself so badly in the groin in jumping over a parsel
of fallen timber that he will evidently be of no further service
to us. at the pass of Collin’s Creek we met two indians who
were on their way over the mountain; they had brought with
them the three horses and the mule that had left us and re-
turned to the quawmash grounds. these indians returned with
us about 14 a mile down the creek where we halted to dine
and graize our horses at the same place I had halted and re-
mained all night with the party on the [blank space in MS.]
of Septemb: last. as well as we could understand the indians
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they informed us that they had seen Drewyer and Shannon
and that they would not return untill the expiration of two
days; the cause why Drewyer and Shannon had not returned
with these men we are at a loss to account for. we pressed
these indians to remain with us and to conduct us over the
mountain on the return of Drewyer and Shannon. they con-
sented to remain two nights for us and accordingly deposited
their store of roots and bread in the bushes at no great dis-
tance and after dinner returned with us, as far as the little prarie
about 2 miles distant from the creek, here they halted with
their horses and informed us they would remain untill we over-
took them or at least two nights. they had four supenumery
horses with. them. we sent on four hunters a head to the
quawmash flatts to take an evenings hunt; they so far suc-
ceeded as to kill one deer. we left Reubin and J. Feilds at
the Creek where we dined together with Serg! Gass in order to
hunt about that place untill our return. at seven in the even~
ing we found ourselves once more at our old encampment
where we shall anxiously await the return of Drewyer and
Shannon.

[Cilark:] Saturday Fune 21 1806

We collected our horses early and Set out on our return to
the flatts. we all felt some mortification in being thus com-
pelled to retrace our Steps through this tedious and difficuelt
part of our rout, obstructed with brush and innumerable logs
and fallen timber which renders the traveling distressing and
even dangerous to our horses. one of Thompsons horses is
either choked this morning or has the distemper badly. I fear
he is to be of no further survice to us. an excellent horse of
Cruzatt’s snagged himself so badly in the groin in jumping
over a parcel of fallen timber that he will eventually be of no
further survice to us. at the pass of Collin’s Creek we met
two indians who were on their way over the mountains, they
had brought with themm the three horses and the Mule which
had left us and returned to the quawmash ground. those
indians returned with us about 4 a mile down the Creck
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