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SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION

THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL BUREAU FOR
INFORMATICS (IBI)

INFORMATICS, THE DAWN OF A NEW ERA

Contemporary man is faced with an important chal—
lenge - to searchforanew world balance to achieve har-
monious development, The upcoming decades are heral-
ding economic and social instability, crises in energy
resources and international conflicts,

Traditional management methods cannot cope with the
growing complexity of phenomena, Other methods there-
fore must be found,

Informaties is undoubtedly an effective instrument
which opens up abundant prospects, Its integration with
otherdisciplines, suchas telecommunications and audio-
visuals, provides man with new and complete tools for
rationally processing the fundamental raw material:
information - thus giving him appropriate solutions to the
problems he must face,

It 1s inthis context that the Intergovernmental Bureau
for Informatics (IBI) fulfills its mission to "permanently
assist mankind in the field of informatics, to help them
live in the context created by this discipline, to under-
stand better its impact on society and to derive the
maximum benefit from its possibilities,..".

Aware of the political importance of informaties, IBIL
has, right from its very beginning, urged countries to
take note of this phenomenon, its cultural, social political
and economic dimensions, so that they may not one day
run the risk of losing their decision-making power and
their countries,

Thanks to an intense worldwide campaign to promote
awareness in top officials, not only is suchawareness
almost totally widespread today, but it {s reflected in
the functional structures of a good number of countries,

In fact far from being limited to merely raising the
awareness of top officials - this would have been futile if
it had not been followed by concrete action - IBI has en-
couraged the creation of national informatics structures,
helping to launch and develop them, This task is and will
continue to be carried out and a great many of the Orga-
nization's actions are geared towards this aim,

Opportunities are therefore in view for the emerging
countries and the Organization intends to use every pos-
sible means to help them seize such opportunities.

This work however would remain incomplete if, at
international level, a balanced distribution of resources
and the development of informatics means is not achieved,
In this respect, conscious of its own role, IBI serves as
a platform of exchange and harmonization, Thanks to the
promotion of numerous meetings of international experts
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and of various world conferences, it enables single coun-
tries at whatever level of informatics development to
compare their own problems with those of the others and
to voice their aspirations and concerns,

Informatics no longer remains the problem of afew,
but involves in fact everyone.

The importance of its current task does not stop IBL
from looking to the future, The problems the informatics
world will be concerned with tomorrow are among the
main topics of the Organization's attention and activity.

FOR A BALANCED INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION
OF RESOURCES AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF
INFORMATICS MEANS

A computerized society has a pressing need for new
international legislation and regulation enabling countries
balanced international exchange and a rational use of their
own informatics resources,

For this reason IBI is increasing the number of meet-
ings of international experts as well as the regional and
world conferences so as to build up the best favourable
conditions,

IBI has promoted analyses which have shown that there
are global needs which can be met by Informatics Stra-
tegies and Policies.

A first government-level Conference, held jointly with
UNESCO inSpainin 1978 onthe above topic, was attended
by over 70 countries, numerous international organjzat-
ions and a wide range of recommendations were issued.

Since 1979, the Organization has attempted to put these
recommendations into practice through its programme of
activities.

In 1981, in what is now known as the Declaration of
Mexico, a group of leading figures, under the presidency
of Mr. Lopez Portillo, the President in office of the
United Mexican States, called the attention of govern-
ments tothe risk that informatics development may con-
tribute, if not suitably balanced, towards exacerbating
international imbalance and tensions and called on them
to undertake action in this direction,

IBEI in this regard has been carrying out sectoral and
regional research on specific topics of development, such
agriculture, education, health, etc, At the same time the
prospects opened up by technological breakthroughs in
microinformatics, satellite transmission etc. have been
and continue to be assessed.
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Inaddition, animportant international programme has
been proposed, namely the Special Programme of Infor-
matics for Development (SPINDE) which was launched
by IBI in1983 to enable the informaties industry to make
a significant contribution to international cooperation
with balanced negotiations between the parties involved:
namely the developed and supplier countries on the one
hand and the developing and receiving countries on the
other.

With this aim of exchange, harmonization and balance
constantly in mind, IBI organized the World Conference
on Transborder Data Flow (TDF) Policies in Rome in
June 1980,

The political and technical operations regarding trans-
border data flow, defined as the movement across natio-
nal borders of machine readable data for processing,
storage and use, are the practical manifestations of this
procedure for transferring information and applying
informatics.

In 1981, the International working groups, organized
by IBI after the June 1980 Conference, analysed the TDF
problems in greater depth.

A world survey on TDF was conducted in 1982-1983,
laying particular emphasis on the policies and practical
applications adopted by the governments, the posts and
telecommunications administrations and the multinational
companies,

As aculmination of these initiatives, the Second World
Conference on Transborder Data Flow Policies was held
in Rome on 26-29 June, with the following objectives:

- to offer a better knowledge of the TDF phenomenon;

- to develop the debate on the universal principles of
TDF in order todefine the line of future negotiations;

- to define a cooperation programme.
The following suggestions emerged from the debate:

A Committee of Reflection should be set up by IBI to
study Informatics and TDF policies.

All regions of the world should be invited to join an
IBl-sponsored Committee which would issue ideas and
recommendations on TDF policies.

A programme should be launched to sensitize appro-
priate personnel in the developing countries to TDF-
related issues.

Consideration should be given to initiatives to support
the development of telematics and informaties infrastruc-
tures in the developing countries,

A third Conference on TDF policies should be con-
vened by IBI having regard to the rapid advances made
in this field,

PRESENTATION OF IBL

The Intergovernmental Bureau for Informatics (IBI)
formally assumed its name, structure and current funct-
jons under the resolution of the General Assembly held
in Paris from 11 to 13 December 1974, It took the place

of the ICC (International Computation Centre) created
under Resolutions 22 (Ill) of 3 October 1946, 160 (VL) of
10 August 1948, 318 (XI) of 14 August of 1950 and 349
(XI11) of 24 August 1951 of the United Nations Economic
and Social Council and under Resolution 2,24 of the
UNESCO General Conference. The ICC had started to
work as an autonomous body in 1961, The member coun-
tries of the United Nations Organization or of any of its
specialized institutions can become members of IBI by
signing and accepting its Convention.

IBl has the following structure:

- the General Assembly of Member States, which is
the supreme organ and which establishes the Organi-
zation's policy and determines its programme and
budget;

- the Executive Council, composed of representatives
from 30% of its Member States, which, under the
authority of the General Assembly, approves the
programme and the budget of the Organization and
controls the financial management;

- the Secretariat, whose work is directed by the Di-
rector General in line with the programmes and di-
rectives established by the General Assembly.

IBI, whose headquarters are In Rome, is the only
international intergovernmental Organization, specialized
ininformatics, with an activity programme approved and
financed by the governments of the member countries,

IBI's sphere of activity covers, in addition to the pro-
motion of information processing methods and models,
the study of the political, economic and socio-cultural
problems linked to the advent of the information society.

Moreover, IBI, due to its privileged position in the
field of informatics development, offers its member
countries the services of its own automated data base
(IBIS - IBIBibliographic Information System), specialized
in international informatics developments,

IBIL inagreement with its member countries has worked
out a doctrine which could be outlined as follows:

- Informatics is made up of a set of essential techni-
ques for the economic and social development of
countries and consequently for the reduction of the
technological abyss dividing the industrialized and
developing countries,

- The informatization of a country is a process that
must be controlled by the government, since it has
fundamental consequences on the establishment of
an essentjal infrastructure for the efficient manage-
ment of a Nation-State,

The governments of countries, in particular those of
the developing countries, must have a supranational ins-
titution such as IBI, within which they can work on draw-
ing up strategies and policies for an informatiecs which
is harmonized at world level, in order to contribute to
the establishment of international balance in this respect.

This doctrine has led IBI togearall its efforts towards
the promotion of national informatics capacities; promo-
tion which takes the form of various technical missions,
training seminars, expertworking sessions on informatics
applied to the major sectors of activity of a nation,

IBI hasdrawnup a particular type of joint action pro—
gramme with its member countries as regards the com-
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puterization of the national administrative structures,
Such programmes ensure the "vertical® transfer to the
developing countries of the technology and at the same

time, the experience and knowhow of the industrialized
countries,

IBI, moreover, finances pilot projects whose imple-
mentation must be repeated in the member countries of
the same geographical area, ensuring in this way the
"horizontal" transfer of technology.
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